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The Desert Knows me Well...

When Caroline Bancroft chose this significant title for her book,
The Desert knows Me Well, quoted from a famous poem of the
great Arabic Poet Al Muttanabi, she was referring to her close and
long relationship with the Arab region, especially with the United
Arab Emirates. Caroline lived in the Emirates for many years, and
indeed knew, and loved, it's people and places, as her beautiful
drawings demonstrate.

By publishing this unique book Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture
and Heritage is proudly sharing the special moments and feelings
experienced during her stay in UAE, and saluting her profound
craft in preserving through art some of the old places and sites,
some of which no longer exist, but which still constitute an
important part of the collective Emirati heritage and memory.

On the other hand, this kind of artistic expression reveals the
mutual love and respect between the Emirates and people from
all around the world; love and respect which became part of
Emirati identity and its special stature in today's world, as one
that cherishes heritage and welcomes change and progress at the
same time.

Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage
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PREFACE

In 1979 | wrote the following after completing this work and dreaming of publishing it.

“Arabia is rich, not only in oil but in her history and literature. Her emergence into the modern
world has been so rapid, however, that it is perhaps too easy to lose sight of her fascinating
heritage, to find it obscured behind the skyscrapers, television and the fast pace of modern living.
To keep a sense of history alive is a continually enriching experience, for we can learn much from
our past.

None of the poets whose work | have used is living today and a number date back to the sixth
century, but their philosophies show a simplicity and wisdom which time has not altered.

For seven years it was my privilege to live in the United Arab Emirates, and in the pages that follow
| have tried hard to record my appreciation of the rich historical background of this fascinating
country and her unique people. | would like to thank the Arab people for the warmth and
hospitality they have shown me and for the inspiration their land and culture has given me.

My thanks also to Mr. Yasin Safadi, Head of the Oriental Manuscript Department at the British
Museum, for his invaluable help in the research of the poetry.”

Despite changes in my own circumstances and in the UAE since then, these sentiments apply just
as strongly as they did. Now in 2009 | am thrilled to have this wonderful opportunity to share my
work thanks to the expertise of the Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage in producing

this beautiful book. My dream has been realized. | hope that ‘The Desert Knows Me Well’ will be

enjoyed as much as | enjoyed working for it all those years ago.
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The Desert Knows me Well...
Abu Al-Tayyab Al-Muttanabi
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What made these countries dear to men
were the things they achieved as young people there.

Ibn Al Rumi
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Will ye hide from God the guilt ye dare
not unto him disclose

Verily, what thing so ever ye would hide
from God, he knows . ..

Zuhair Bin Abi Sulma
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lab—'u l‘m_,. ‘_,31,, P'-" frequenting of the site:
Years, both the free months and the forbidden

Axgy o el months, have passed.

Labid Ibn Rabiah
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Men vaunt their noble blood, but | behold
no lineage that can vie with righteous deeds.. ..

Abu L'-Ala Al Ma’arri
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“...pardon, bestow, endow, mount, raise,
console, restore, add, laugh, rejoice,
bring nigh, show favour, gladden, give!”

Al Mutanabbi
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He is like a thunderbolt if he sees a quail or water foul
or heis like a rebellious and annihilating Arab

afraid of being shamed if he

does not get the job done to the best of his ability.

Ali Bin Al Jahim
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The beauty of your visage keeps my heart busy from
the passion of those (ladies) who dwell in these places.

Abu Feras
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.. o'er the dust-grey camp have the torrents

swept and have lined the plain &!\'

As a scroll just fresh from the pen, its
lines all fair and new

Or as traceries on a woman'’s wrist, a tattoo
of rings...

Labid Ibn Rabiah
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... truly war knows that | am her child
and that | am the chief who wears her
tokenin fight...

Amir lbn Al Tufail
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Profusely and copiously it descends; and every

evening the stream, which nothing intercepts,
gushes rapidly throughiit...

Antra Ibn Shadad
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Then may’st thou see behind her
from the quick motion of her legs

and the force with which she strikes the earth,
a cloud of dust, thin as the gossamer-. ..

Al Hareth Bin Helza Al Yashkri
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Your smile reminds me of white roses
and your blushing cheeks resemble spring.

Ibn Abdulrab Al Andalusi
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... fortune seemed to raise for us a dark rock,
with a pointed summit, dispelling the clouds;
thick and firm, secured from calamity;

not to be weakened by any disaster,

however grievous and violent . ..

Al Hareth Bin Helza Al Yashkri
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You (women) were ignorant that
dissolved pearl is cheap for us.

The hard ones are precious.

If what you believe were true

the expanse of this wilderness would
have been a sea shore.

Abu L'-Ala Al Ma’arri
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...in that tribe was a lovely gazelle,

with black eyes, dark ruddy lips
and a beautiful neck.

Tarafa lbn Al Abd
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| stopped my camel at some of the remains of abandoned encampments

that belong to Lamia’s quarters.
and | kept on crying and talking to it.

Dhu Al Rima
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Were | ambitions to behold

increasing stores of treasured gold
each tribe that roves the desert knows
I might be wealthy, if | chose.

But other joys can gold impart;

far other wishes warm my heart;

ne'er may | strive to swell the heap

‘til want and woe have ceased to weep.

With fortune blest, | ne’er was found
to look with scorn on those around;
nor for the loss of paltry ore,

shall Hatem seem to Hatem poor-...

Hatem Al Tai
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.| keep the bond of love inviolate

towards all humankind, for | betray
myself, if | am false to any man.

Abu L'Ala Al Ma'Arri
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We do not rely on our noble lineage at all.
We will build the way our ancestors built.
And we will do exactly what they have done.

Al Mutawkil Al Laythi
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Falsehood has so corrupted all the world

ne'er deal as true friends they whom sects divide;
but were not hate man’s natural element
churches and mosques had risen side by side.

Abu L'Ala Al Ma’arri

Odo)=ielaylg..
The DESERT knows me well...



-

\\'





