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Within the West, Islam has been painted in lurid colours for
most of its thirteen hundred years of existence. In Western
modern popular culture Islam is presented as a particularly
violent and cruel religion. The adjective, fanatical, is frequently
used to describe it. This is the culmination of a Western
cultural relationship with Islam, which at least since the
Crusades, has seen it as the 'religion of the Sword.' Islamic
law is presented within Western popular culture, as the
repressive element of this cruel religion. Undoubtedly in the
popular mind Islamic law is linked to two images: the
application of the punishments for certain crimes (huddud)
including the amputations of arms and legs and public
stonings; and the oppression of women. Western academic
accounts of Islamic law, while not so lurid, tend to construct a
view of Islamic law as aberrant and backward if sometimes,

exotic?2.
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"It was on these Western traditions of individualism, humanism, and
rationalism and on legal principles protecting individual rights that
twentieth-century international law of human rights ultimately

rested.?"
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IF all the harm that women have done
Were put in a bundle and rolled into one,
Earth would not hold it,
The sky could not enfold it,
It could not be lightened nor warmed by the sun;
Such masses of evil
Would puzzle the devil

And keep him in fuel while Time’s wheels run.

By ”Stephen, J. K. 1859 - 18927180

Oh! The gladness of a woman when she is glad!
Oh! The sadness of a woman when she is sad!
But the gladness of her gladness,

And the sadness of her sadness,

Are nothing to her badness
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