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Misr El-Qadimah
In The Seventeenth Century

The civilization’s cities studying considered from useful studies in
the historical researching field.

These cities which obtain with interest from some of people who
care with searching in this field. At the head of them Abd-El Rahman
Zaki, Andria Rimon and Nilli’s Hana tries.

Cairo came at the spot of care them at the first step as the capital,
and all of what comes after it turn round on its orbit. The old Egypt was
considered beside Boulak a passage for it. A lot of people look at it as it
is usual quarter from Cairo quarters which became less important,
afterwards its region “when it was called El Fostat” at the top on the
leader’s role of all of Egypt.

Each one studied it from far or near looked at it as it is a great
thing, which was destroyed. He goes to lament its vanishment glory and
belong to the beautiful past to know his way towards the future. So all
the writing about Cairo came poor and missed the truth and need
researching with an axe from beginning to add something with a value to
remember. So we choose old Egypt in the seventeenth century to be the
subject of Magestaire to discover through it the veil away. This city
didn’t take what deserve from some historians. This city covered with
mystery for along time. The definition of the seventeenth century came
especially because up till now there weren’t much of independent studies
to this era, which considered the most mystery in Egypt history. As
following the difficult comes here as double in studying a city covers
with dusts in a period so mystery. For that we should research
continuously and praise with patience to get out the newest. Therefore it
is a humble try with all measures.

This study divided into an introduction and six chapters, at the
introduction where we spot the light around El Fostat City as I
mentioned before. At the first chapter which take the title “Old Egypt
from prosperity side” this book deals with many subjects like:
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Putting a name to the city to prevent any ambiguity, then after that it
deals with the prosperity sides to cut the accuse of fingers which sent to
it from it is runis and abode for robbery works on the period of the
history, there wasn’t any tries to prosperity, also I take in this subject the
most important religious and social establishments from mosques,
churches, small mosques, akhrega, toilets, ahwash and rabbae ... etc.

At the second chapter I concentrate on the administrative system
and what includes the administrative set’s structure from colonel, judge,
El sobashy [the chief of security’s administration] and his men and El
mohtasseb. I specify the last part from this chapter to spot the light
around the financial and custom system for the city.

At the third chapter I take the agriculture and the industry. At the
agriculture I exposed to the irrigation and the most important of the
plants, the forms of possession and the connector with system of
obligation, although it is a civilization city not cultivated. A lot of
industries appeared such as crockery, oils, candles, wearing, dyeing and
the other industries which confirm that it is a city from all sides and with
a special shape and system.

At the fourth chapter I exposed the commercial isolated about the
agriculture and industry, although it acts with them the commercial life’s
axis. The chapter begin with concentrating that it is a city not a quarter,
the great commercial activity on it confirm that beside the independent
port on it. May be coming early to some bodies’ memories that the clear
signal comes late about is it a city or a quarter? This subject aims after
dealing with the industry and the commercial activity on it and prove that
the agriculture which appeared on it is gardens agriculture that it is
“cultivated city” and don’t deny the quality of the civilizing city.

At the fifth chapter I take the social and healthy life on it. I begin
with many of the society classes which formed the social wave from
Turkish, Memlouks, Egyptians and slaves. I deal with the personal states
from marriage, divorce, expense and the health at the light of what
allowable from the material. :

The last chapter specify to study the religious and cultural sides
from the aspects ofthe religious life at the Moslems and the Christians,
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the role of the state at organizing the religious life and the endowments,
the cultural sides include the most important of elementary schools,
schools and persons who concern with culture.

The conclusion comes to summarize the important results which I reach
to them in the study and not to be an extract for it.

The study of old Egypt history during the 17" century comes on a
big amount of importance where discover this for us through the
penetrate on its history. This study prove that it is difficult now to drop
this city from the memory of the history after what had discovered about
it and presume itself on the map of Ottoman era.
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