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Jurisprudence Choices of Imam Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari in issues
of crimes punishments
doctrinal study compared

Prepared by: Easa Khiery Easa Jabary
Supervisor: Dr. Mohammad Assaf

Abstract

This study investigates the jurisprudent opinions on Al-Hudood (penalties) issues adopted
by Mohammad Bin Jarir Al-Tabari, who was one of the prominent pioneer encyclopedic
scholars in the Islamic culture.

Al-Hudood concept refers to a set of fixed penalties legislated by the Almighty God for
particular crimes where the judge can just follow.

Scholars of Islam have unanimously agreed that the punishments of adultery, slander, theft,
waylay, and intoxicant drinking are set by al-Wahi (revelation). These crimes have major
impacts on the stability of any society.

Al-Tabari had his own school of Islamic jurisprudence, he had students and followers. His
jurisprudential doctrine continued until the fifth century (AH).

This study aims to highlight his opinions, compare them to the opinions of other views,
and to highlight that jurisprudence opinions are not limited to those documented in the four
famous schools of Islamic jurisprudence.

This study contributes in the heritage revival of jurisprudence and helps to expand
thinking amongst the students of jurisprudence.

The researcher collected Al-Tabari opinions on these issues from his remained books,
focusing on two of them: "Jame’ Al- Bayan", the book in which he interpreted the Holy
Quran, and "Tahtheeb Al'aathar" where he explained the Prophet Mohammad's narratives.
The researcher also collected the opinions of other Muslim scholars' doctrines from their
resources. After comparing the various opinions, the researcher chose his own adopted
opinion.

The results of this study shows that Al-Tabari was an independent and distinguished jurist
for he was knowledgeable in the Quran, Hadeeth, Islamic jurisprudence, and Arabic. He
achieved this through combining various knowledge he studied. He adopted his opinions
based on his own ljtihad (which is what his search led him to). The researcher found that
there was 10% of the 20 issues discussed in this study adopted by Al-Tabari differ from the
four pioneer famous schools of Islamic jurisprudence. The researcher therefore
recommends that studying jurisprudence requires to pay much attention to Al-Tabari
heritage.
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187 g1 page iyl i) Calladl
187 peilaly Alladll 3 o lalall Canliae 3 SN Callad))
189 @bl Lgal sl el
189 iy AV ABlie sl Calladl)
191 el o ol cudal) o Lhad) 47 B 5y a8l culygial) Ja Alesa 1 JE Gl
191 g ) paga s 1Y) alladl
191 aeilaly Allsdl) 3 o lalall ol o SN Calladl)
194 @l sl el el
195 anilly A1) A8lie sl Callad)
198 LIl 41 A AL daa Al sl Eaal)
198 g il pamse Lyt 1Y) calladl
198 peilaly Alldl) 3 o Lalall Canlia o SN Calladl)
201 @l sl el (el
202 e ills AV Al z )l Calladl)
205 ade 5,8 J@ culaadl 4g e Al 1l Gaal)
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205 g1 pase iyl i) Galladl
205 aeilaly Alldl) 3 o Lalall Canlia o SN Calladl)
207 @bl sl sl Cdlad)
208 o ills AV Al z )l Calladl)
212 -210 PONE
276 - 213 Caad) 35l
214 LY 2juse
217 Yl 2yee
220 Llaaall BT 2y
221 Se) e
260 bl e
271 Gl sinall 3 pa
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