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REF: IOR: R/15/2/1/32
INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY AND RECORDS

Bahrein, Apr. 27, 1918.
Dear Mr. Mon Gavin:-
Continuing our conversation, on the same subject, I want to report to you my arrival
from Abu Dhabi, where I have recently been the guest of sheikh Hamdan of that
place. I spent nearly a month in that town, not only treating Sheikh Hamdan himself
for a obronic ailment, but also the town people, in considerable numbers. The Sheikh
himself was not markedly benefited but he was exceedingly grateful for the attention
shown, and for the work among the people of the place. A considerable number of
operations were performed besides the medical work.
At the request of sheikh Rashid of Um el Gowein I spent some ten days there, pri-
marily for the purpose of performing a slight operation upon the Sheikh himself. This
was a simple matter, and quite successful. During the ten days of the stay, the local
people were treated both medically and Surgically as opportunity offered, and they
seemed to appreciate the service-very much, indeed. as a part of this trip, I also spent
two days in Ras el Kheima. This was at the personal solicitation of Sheikh Sultan the
younger son of Sheikh Salim, who is hopelessly paralyzed, from an apopleotic stroke
dating some three months back. The service rendered was little more than examina-
tion and diagnosis, but I was able also to repair the Hare lip of the younger son
Sheikh Sultan, a service which be appeared to greatly appreciate. The brevity of the
stay made any considerable work among the people quite impossible. a few where
seen however, and the utmost cordiality manifosted everywhere.
The trip was terminated by a stay of a week to ten days in Dubai, at the invitation of
Sheikh Saeed bin Maqtoom. The people were exceedingly cordial, and it was possi-
ble to give the Sheikh the Medical advice he desired, and also to do a certain amount
among the people. Much more might have been done, if the available stock of med-
icines had been adequate.
The need for Medical services was everywhere extreme, and each services greatly
appreciated. I was even asked by the some of the leading men of Sharjah, whether a
petition to the proper parties might secure the permanent establishment of Medical
work in that district.
As to the Political situation it is obvious that by all odds was strongest Sheikh in all
that region is Hamdan of Abu Dhabi. This is universally recognized by the Arabs
themselves, and it is to be added, that not only he is the strongest in point of inherit-
ed power, but in his own personal qualities as a ruler, he is quite in a class by him-
self. He is sincerely and strongly loyal to the British Government, to the degree,
indeed, that probably the strongest motive that could be brought to bear upon him,
would be the possibility of some special recognition or decoration from that
Government. Sheikh Rashid of Um el Gowein is a much less admirable type, though
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still a good Sheikh as Arab Rulers do. He is a man of large wealth, and his principal
interest appears to consist in preserving and increasing it. It is perhaps safe to say that
the most effective motive in influencing him would lie in that direction. Sheikh
Saeed of Dubai, is a very affable, and Democratic mannered man, rickoned among
the Arabs and correctly so, as a weak ruler having very little comprehension of the
world outside and fearful of any increase of british power or influence in his territo-
ry. He is without doubt the weakest of the sheikhs that we met on the trip; and at the
same time the least intelligent, and most prejudiced against ail progress. the young
Sheikh Mohammed of Ras Kheima, who is assuring the duties that Salim, his father
can no longer perform, promises exceedingly well. He is unusually intelligent, and
apparently genuinely interested in the progress of the people under him.

On the surface nothing is met with but the most cordial loyalty to the British gov-
emment. But is is not difficult to see that underneath, that loyalty is considerably
tempered. In the first place the increase of British power is feared because it is felt
that their ascendency means the disappearance of slavery. This feeling however is
pretty largely confined to the small upper class that are rich enough to own slaves.
The ordinary Arab would be little disturbed by its disappearance, except as interest-
ed leaders might stir things up.There is also a wide-spread fear that the advent of the
English would be the result in women’s freedom from the domination of men to a
very dangerous degree. I was not able to satisfactorily investigate the origin of this
surprising feeling.

On the other hand the people from the poorest to the richest have come to realize very
keenly their economic dependence on the British power, and when the shortage of
tonnage made it necessary to eat Karachi rice, the German Kaiser was warmly cuared
by all classes. There is perhaps no selection that praise the visits of the steamers more
than Oman has learned to do, and which realizes more adequately its dependence on
the Bombay markets both in selling pearls and in buying rice. It is not too much to
say that as far as self-interest make no Oriental loyal, Oman is throughly loyal, and
that the feeling about the slaves to a very small thing in comparison to this very
through-going conviction of British power, and their own dependence upon it.
British prestige however suffers greatly because of the government’s representative
in these parts, and it is due to him in no small degree that the respect and admiration
which ought to be the completion of their loyalty, are quite lacking. Whether true or
not, he has succeeded in creating the impression that he is able to bring about almost
anything he wishes, even the bombardment of an Arab town being no exception.
Immunity from such a catastrophe is purchasable commodity, as indeed are all other
Governmental services, from the return of runaway slaves up. This is doubtless
something of an exaggeration of the facts, but it is no exaggeration of the Arab’s
mind on the matter, and it is to be noted that as the Arab notes, that the main ques-
tion is now enormously wealthy. the fear in which he is held is almost Ludicrous. A
sheikh does not so much as dare to invite in a foreign Doctor without consulting him
first, and on arrival they make haste to recommend an immediate visit to the Khan
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Bahader. He has his agents scattered all over the district. There are said to be some
sixteen of them all privately employed. I had not been in the Dubai majlis of Saeed
bin Maqtom two hours before one of them came in to inquire my purposes and to rec-
ommend a visit to his employee. the Sheikh had spoken to me about it, even before
that. Sheikh Hamdan is apparently the only Sheikh in that district who has preserve
more or less independence, and there is no great friendship most between him and
the British agent.

May I close by mentioning that Major Trevor before he was invalided home
promised Sheikh Saeed of Dubai a copy of that the Reuter’s telegrams translated into
Arabic should be sent him regularly (Atleast so says Sheikh Saeed) and he has been
much disappointed not to receive them. If the presumption may be performed I
should like to suggest that such a service would be considered a great favor by the
Sheikhs of both Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

Trusting that the above will cover the ground that you indicated, I am,

Yours most sincerely,
P.W. Harrison
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