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(11 )

See ”La guerre santa al centro della teologica biblica, ‘shalom’ e la purificazione de Gerusalemme,” Studi
Storici 3 (2002), 663-692. For an Arabic translation of this paper see my article: “Holy War at the Center of
Biblical Theology: Shalom and the Cleansing of Jerusalem”, Jerusalem in ancient History and Tradition
(London and New York: T&T Clark Intl., 2003; Arabic translation: Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies,
2003).

(13 )

Th. L. Thompson, The Bible in History: How Writers Create a Past (London: Cape, 1999); Thompson, The
Mythic Past: Biblical Archaeology and the Myth of Israel (New York: Basic, 1999), xv-xvi. Thompson,
“Historiography in the Pentateuch: Twenty-Five Years After Historicity”, Scandinavian Journal For the Old

Testament 13. no. 2(1999): 258. ( : : ]
(2003 2001)

L. L. Grabbe, Can aHistory of Israel Be Written? European Seminar on Historical Methodology 1 (Sheffield:
SAP, 1997); Th. L. Thompson, “Can a History of Ancient Jerusalem and Pabestine Be Written?” in
Jerusalem in Ancient History and Tradition (London: T&T Clark, 2003), 1-15.

Here one might consider two important recent works: N. Silberman and I. Finkelstein, The Bible Unearthed:
Archaeology’s New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts (NewYork: Free Press,
2001); and M. Liverani, Oltre La Bibbia: Storia antica di Israele (Rome: Laterza, 2003), which will appear in
English [and Arabic, Cadmus]. For a short view of the problems of writing history, see N. P. Lemche,
Prelude to Israel’s Past: Background and Beginnings of Israelite History and Identity (Peabody, Mass:
Hendrickson, 1998); Lemche, The Israelites in History and Tradition (Louisville: Westminster, 1998).

Biblical citations usually use the Revised Standard Version (1946) of the Jerusalem Bible (Jerusalem:
Koren, 1992), both slightly adjusted to fit better the Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek. Occasionally the
translations are my own.

()

I. Hjelm, The Samaritans and Early Judaism A Literary Analysis (She ffield: SAP, 2000);Hjelm, Jerusalem’s
Rise to Sovereignty: Zion and Gerizim in Competition (London:T&T CLARK international, 2004).

(21 ) (11

For a summery of the current debate, we have now some excellent discussions in German, specially G.
Theissen und A.MERZ, Der historiche Jesus: Ein Lehrbuch (GGTTINGEN, 1996) and J.Schréter and R.
Brucker, eds. Der historische Jesus: Tendenzen und Perspektiven der gegenwértigen Forschung, BZNW 114
(Berlin: De Gruyter, 2002); in Danish T. Engberg-Pedersen, ed. Den historische Jesus og hans Betydning
(Copenhagen, 1998) is recommended. In English, the bibliographz is large and often stridentlz tendentious.
J.P.Meier, A Marginal Jew: Rethinking in Historical Jesus, 3 vols., Anchor Bible Reference Libarary (New
York: Double day, 1991) is an easly accessable introduction. Briefer, but hardly superficial is the discussion
in B.D. Ehrman, Jesus: Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millenium (Cambridg: Oxford University Press,
1999).
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2. A. Schweitzer, Geschichte der Leben-Jesus Forschung 2™. ed. (Tiibingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 1913; the Quest
For the Historical Jesus, 1910).

3. J.G. Eichhorn, Einleitung in das Alte Testament, 3 vols. (Gottingen, 1780-1783; Introduction to the study of
the Old Testament, 1888); Eichhorn, Einleitung in das Neue Testament, 2 vols. (Gottingen, 1804-1827).

4. W.M.L.de Wette, A Critical and Historical Introduction to the Canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament
(1817; Eng. Trans. With notes by T.Paker, 1843), pp. 38-39. De Wette’s understanding of the myth found in
modern restatement in R. Otto, The Idea Of The Holy (1951).

5. Two Studies are most important: D. F. Straus, Das Leben Jesus Kritisch bearbeitet, 2 vol. (1835-1836; Life
of Jesus, 1906); and Straus, The Christ of Faith and the Jesus of History: Acritique of Schleiermacher’s Life
of Jesus(1864; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977).

6. L.Feuerbach, Das Wesen des Christentums (1841; the Essence of Christianity, 1854).

7. J.Weiss, Jesus proclamation of the Kingdom of God (1892; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971).

8. W.Wrede, Das Messiasgebeimnis in den Evangelien: Zugleich ein Beitrag Zum Verstindnis des
Markusevan- geliums (1901; The Messianic Secret in the Gosples, 1971).

9. B.D.Ehrman, Jesus: Apocalyptic Prophet of the New Millenium (Cambridge: Oxford University Press,
1999).

< ) (10
11.  For a Fine discussion of the nature and function of Q in New Testament scholarship, see J. S. Kloppenborg

Verbin, Excavating Q: The History and setting of the Sayings Gospel (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 2000).

12.  This theory was first proposed by James Robinson, “Logoi sophon’: on the Gattung of Q,” in J.Robinson
and H.Koester, Trajectories through Early Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress: 1971), 71-113; see also
H.Koester, “Apocryphal and Canonical Gospels,” Harvard Theological Review 73-(1980): 105-130.

(13
J.Kloppenborg. The Formation Of Q: Trajectories in Ancient Wisdom >
Kloppenborg, Q Parallels: synopsis, Critical Notes and Concordance > <Collections, (Fortress: Philadelphia) 1987
.{(Sonoma. Calif: Polebridge, 1988)
(14

.{Kloppenborg, Excavating Q>

15. R-W. Funk and R.W.Hoover, Five Gospels, one Jesus: what did Jesus Really say? (Sonoma, Calif:
polebridge, 1992).

16. For a discussion of the debates of the seminar with the publication of the proposed text of Q, see the
multivolume summery od commentaries and discussions in J.M. Robinson, P.Hoffmann, and J. S.
Kloppenborg, Documenta Q: Reconstructions of Q through Two Centuries of Gospel Research: Excerpted,
sorted, and Evaluated (Leuven: peeters, 1996).

17.  Ehrman, Jesus, chap. 7.

18. M. Borg, Conflict, Holiness, and Politics in the Teachings of Jesus, Studies in the Bible and Early
Christianity 5 (Toronto: Mellen, 1984).

19. M. Borg, “A Temperate Case For a Non-Eschatological Jesus,” Forum 2 (1986): 81-102.

20 R. A. Horsley, Jesus and the spiral of violence: popular Jewish Resistance in Roman Palestine (San
Fransisco: Harper & Row, 1987; Horsley, Sociology and the Jesus Movement (New York: Crossroad, 1989);
and Horsley, With J.S.Hanson,Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs: popular Movements in the Time of Jesus
(New York: sea bury, 1985).21. the writings of E. J. Hobsbawm, specially Primitive Rebels (New York:
Norton, 1965); Hobsbawm, Bandits (New York: Delacorte, 1969); and E.R. Wolf, Peasants (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J: Prentice Hall, 1966).

22. the bibliography is large, but the pioneering studies in biblical scholarship include G. Theissen, The Miracle
stories of the Early Christian Tradition (1972; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1983);Theissen, Sociology of Early
Christianity (Philadelphia, Fortress, 1978); and N.K.Gottwald The Tribes of Yahweh, A Sociology of the
Religion of Liberated Israel, 1250-1050 B.C.E (New York: MaryKnoll. 1979); Gottwald, The Politics of
Ancient Israel (Louisville: Westminster, 2001).

23. The problems of such harmonized reconstructions are quite common ib biblical studies . a thorough criticism
of these methods can be found in Th. L. Thompson, The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narrative: The Quest
For the Historical Abraham, 3rd ed.(Berlin: De Gruyter, 1974).
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24. Horsley, Bandits,48-87; J. D. Crossan The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant
(Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1991), 137-206.

25.  See especially the critique of M. D.Goulder, Midrash and Lection in Matthew (London: SPCK, 1974).
- ) . (26
J. B. Prichard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts Related to the old Testament, > (

.CANET (Princeton: Princeton University press 1969), 421-425

27. ANET, 421.

28. Besides The Historical Jesus mentioned above, one should also consult J. D. Crossan, Sayings Parallels: A
Workbook for the Jesus Tradition (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986).

29. B. Mack, A Myth of Innocence: Mark and Christian Origins (philadelphia: Fortress, 1988); Mack, The Lost
Gospel: The Book of Q and Christian Origins (San Francisco: Harper, 1993).

30. J. D. Crossan, The Historical Jesus:The Life Of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant (Edingburgh: T&T Clark,
1991), 227.

Crossan, Historical Jesus, 227-8> (apocalyptic / ) (31
<

32. H. Koester, Introduction to the New Testament (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1982), 2:121-122, on 1 Corinthians
7; S.Davies, The Gospel of Thomas and Christian Wisdom (New York; Seabury, 1983),83; and
Kloppenborg, Formation of Q, 244-245.

33. For a discussion of on the segmented nature of biblical literature, see Th. L. Thompson, "4Q testimonia and
Bible Composition: A Copenhagen Lego,Hypothesis in Qumran Between the old and New Testaments, ed.
F.Cryer and Th. L. Thompson, Copenhagen International Seminar 6 (sheffield: SAP, 1998), 261-276.

34. In this, Crossan, Historical Jesus, 238-239 Follows Marcus Borg, "A Temperate Case For a Non-Escha to
logical Jesus," Forum 2 (1986): 81-102.

35.  Crossan, Historical Jesus, 239-240, referring to the visions of Daniel in chapters 7-9 and 10-12 and to Enoch
46:1-4, an understanding that Mogens Miiller disputed in M. Miiller. Der Ausdruck "Menschensohn" in den
Evavngelien (Leiden: Brill, 1984).

36. A related effort with the writings of Paul has been developed by T. Engberg-Petersen, Paul and the Stoics
(Louisville: Westminster, 2000), esp)m esp. 33-44.

37. Mack, Lost Gospel, 237-243.

38. Mack, Lost Gospel, 219.

39. A. Clarke Wire, Holy Lives, Holy Deaths: A Close Hearing of Early Jewish storytellers (Atlanta: SBL,
2001).

40. M. Parry and A.Lord, Serbo-Croatian Heroic Songs, 2 vols. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1960);
A. Lord, The Singer of Tales (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1960); F.M. Foley, The Theory of oral
Composition (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1988); Foley, The Singer of Tales in Performance
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1955); also the study of oral Forms by A.Jolles, Einfache Formen
(Halle: Niemeyer, 1929); D.E.Bynum, Daemun in the wood: Astudy of oral Narrative Patterns (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1978); A.Dundes, “Text, Texture, and Context”, Southern Folklore Quarterly
20(1965): 251-261; D. Ben-Amos, “Narrative Forms in the Haggadah Ph-D diss., Indiana University 1967;
Ben-Amos, Folklore in Context: Essays (New Delhi, 1982).

41. Clark Wire, Holy Lives, 10-11.

42. Clark Wire, Holy Lives, 6.

43.  D.Gunn, The story of King David (Sheffield: SAP, 1978); Gunn, The Fate of King Saul (Sheffield: SAP,
1980); D.Irvin, Mytharion: The Comparison of Tales From the old Testament and Ancient Near East
(Newkirchen, 1978); Th. L. Thompson and D.Irvin, “The Joseph and Moses Narratives”, in Israelite and
Judaean History, ed.J Hayes and J-M. Miller (Philadelphia: Westminster 1977), 147-212; Th. L. Thompson;
“A New Attempt to Date the Patriarchal Narratives,” Journal of the American Oriental Society 98 (1978):
76-84.

44. Clarke Wire, Holy Lives, 84-85.

45.  For a discussion of these tales and their theological function see Th. L. Thompson, The Bible in History:
How Writers Create a Past (London: Cape, 1999); Thompson, The Mythic Past: Bibbical Archeology and
the Myth of Israel (New York: Basic, 1999), 337-352

46. N. Wyatt, “Arms and the King”, Und Moses Schrieb dieses Lied auf (NeuKirden, 1998), 833-881; Wyatt,
“The Mythic Mind’, Scandinavian Journal For the old Testament 15 (2001): 3-56; Th. L. Thompson,
“Kingship and the Wrath of God: or Teaching Humility,” Revue biblique 109 (2002): 161-196.

47. ANET, 589-601.

48.  G. Lambert, Babylonian Wisdom Literature (Oxford: Clarendon, 1960), 21-56; ANET, 589-601.

49. ANET, 601-604.
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50. ANET, 426-27.
51.  ANET, 427-430.

> (52
A.Harrak, "Tales About Sennacherib,” in The World of the Arameans, ed.P.M.Michele Daviau (Sheffield:
.(SAP, 2001), 168-189

53.  ANET, 410.

54.  W. Anderson, Kaiser und Abt: Die Geschichte eines Schwanks, Folklore Fellows Communications 42
(Helsinki, 1923).

55.  S. Thompson, Motif Index of Folk Literature, 6 vols. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1955-1958).

56. Th. L. Thompson, "4 Q Testimonia and Bible composition:A Copenhagen Lego Hypothesis", in Qumran
Between the old and New Testaments, ed F.C.Cryer and Th.L. Thompson (SAP: Sheffield, 1998), 261-276.

(57 ) (21

1. For example, E. P. Sanders, Jesus and Judaism (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985); Sanders, The Historical Figure
of Jesus (London: Penguin, 1993); B. Ehrmann, The New Testament: A Historical(Introduction to the Early
Christian Writings (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997); Ehrman, Jesus: Apocalyptic prophet of the
New Millenium (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999).

2. Ehrmann, Jesus, 33.

Sanders, Historical Figure > (5—3 3 ) (3

.£Of Jesus, 68-70

(4
.(Bart Ehrman, Jesus>

5. J. Taylor, "The coming of Eliah, Mt 17, 10-13 and Mark 9, 11-13: Th Development of the Texts" Revue
biblique 98 (1991): 107-119.

6. So M. Miiller, Kommentar til Mattaeusevangeliet, 383-385, and most commentaries.

7. For birth stories in the Bible, see Th. L. Thompson, The Bible in History: How Writers Create a past
(London: Cape, 1999); Thompson, The Mythic past: Biblical Archaeology and the Myth Of Israel (New
York: Basic, 1999), 323-371, esp. 350-2. For this themes’s earlier ancient Near Eastern context, see Th. L.
Thompson and D. Irvin, "The Joseph and Moses Narratives" in Israelite and Judaean History,ed.J.H.Hayes
and J.M.Miller (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1977), 149-212 esp. 181-209.; for further comparisons of this
theme, see A. Clark Wire, Holy Lives, Holy Deaths: A Close Hearing of Early Jewish Story tellers, studies
in Biblical Literature 1(Atlanta: SBLM 2002), 25-101; R.Laurentin, Les evangiles de L' enfance du Christ;
Verite de Noél au-dela des mythes ((Paris, 1982); R.E.Brown, The Birth of the Messiah: A Commentary on
the Infancy Narratives in Mathew and Luke (Garden City, N.Y: Doubleday, 1993); R.A. Horsley, The
Liberation of Christmas: The Infancy Narratives in Social Context (New York: Crossroad, 1993); and O.
Daviden, Christi Fodsel: Tekster og tolkingerar to tusind (Hoved land: Hojberg, 2000)

8. Thompson, Bible in History, 352-374.

Thompson, “How Yahweh Became God: Exodus 3 and 6 and the Center of the Pentacueh”, Jot 8 (1994);
Thompson, “Form the Mouth of Babes, Strenght: Psalm 8 and the Book of Isaiah,” JSOT 16 (2002): 226-
245.

10. O. L. Loretz, Ugarit und die Bibel (Darmstadt,1990), 163-164.

11. On chain narratives and their patterned introductions, see Th. L. Thompson. The Origin Tradition of Ancient
Israel (Sheffield: SAP, 1987), 155-189.

(12

(Dura Europos / )

13. see the discussion on the “designated outsiders” in G. Jackson, “Have Mercly on Me”,Copenhagen
International Seminar 10 (sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2002), 61-70.

14. ANET, Tablet VI. 68-70.

15.  For more on this theme, see Hjelm, Jerusalem’s Rise to sovereignty: Zion and Gerizim in Competition
(London: T and T Clark International, 2004), 276. 284.

16.  See I. Hjelm, The Samaritans and Early Judaism: A Literary Analysis (Sheffield: SAP, 2000), 125.
17.  Thompson, Bible in Historty, 317-322.
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18.  See, on the issue of supersessionism in early Judaism, Hjelm, The Samaritans and Early Judaism, 120-123;
Hjelm Jerusalem’s Rise to soveignty.

19.  This discussion of Isaiah’s children and the Assyrians follows Hjelm Jerusalem’s Rise to Soveignty.
11-7 :66 19:1 ) (20
(3:37 18-17 :20 ) (16:3

21.  On the trait of the Abraham stories, see Th. L. Thompson, The Origin Tradition of Ancient Israel (Sheffield
Academic Press, 1987), 158-160.

(113 ) (3/1

1. Crossan, Historical Jesus, 265-271.

2. For a very different view, see A. Wire, “The structure of the Gospel Meracle stories”, Semeia 11 (1978): 83-
113.

3. See Crossan, Historical Jesus, 310-313; however, Crossan interests himself in a possible chain of tales prior
to Mark’s use of the stories. See also R. T. Fortna, The Gospel of Signs: A Reconstruction of the Narrative
Sources Underlying the Fourth Gospel (Cambridge University press, 1970); P.Achtmeier, Toward the
Isolation of Pre-Markan Miracle Catenae”, Journal of Biblical Literature 89 (1970); 263-291; Achtmeier,
“The Origin and Function of the pre-Markan Miracle Catenae; Journal of Biblical Literature 91 (1972): 198-
221, tries to reconstruct a collection of miracle stories existing prior to Mark’s gospel; B. L. Mack, Mark and
Christian Origin: A Myth of Innocence (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988), 216-223.

(legion / ) (4
5. Hjelm Jerusalem’s Rise to soveignt, 221-230.
6. Crossan, Historical Jesus XX VII-XXXIV.
7. Crossan, Historical Jesus XXXIII.
-120 120-80 80-66 60-30 . (Historical Jesus (XXD (8

150
9. Crossan, Historical Jesus xxxiii and 436.
(10

A. Clark Wire, Holy Lives, Holy Deaths: Aclose Hearing of Early Jewish story tellers, >

.(studies  in Biblical Literature, 1 (Atlanta: society of Biblical Literature, 2002)

11.  So Crossan, Historical Jesus, 266-267.

12.  Such as Albert Huck/ Heinrich Greeven, synopsis of the First three Gospels: with the Addition of the
Johannine parallels, 13 th ed. (Tiibingen: Mohr, 1981), 176-179.

13.  Hjelm, Jerusalem’s Rise to soveignty, 83-84, 238-239.

14. E.J. Stephens, “Prayer of Lamentation to Ishtar”, in J.B.Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to
the old Testament (Princeton University press, 1969), 384, Lines 54-60. Hereafter ANET.

15. Hjelm, Jerusalem’s Rise to soveignty, 83-84, 238-239.
(16

.{Josephus, Antiquities xviii 29-30>

.¢Hjelm, Samaritans and Early Judaism, 251>

. Kommentar til Mattaesevan geliet, 439> (17

18.  Thompson, Bible in History, 323-374.
19. TabletI. 11. 80-84.

(23) (3) [ ] (20

.(P.J. P. Van Hecke, Lamentations 3: 1-6: An Anti psalm 23 (Forthcoming)?
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I. Hjelm and Th.L. Thompson, “The Victory song of Merneptah”, > (21

.(Journal for the study of the old Testament 27 (2002): 3-18

.(31-29) (20-18) (39-36) : (22

.{Hjelm Jerusalem’s Rise to soveignty>

23. Kitabal-Tarikh of Abul’ Fath, trans. Paul Stenhouse, studies in Judaism, Vol. 1 (Sidney: University of
Sidney press, 1985), 115-116.

V. K.Robbins, Jesus the Teacher: A socio-Rhetorical > . (24

.nterpretation of Mark  (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992), esp. 75-107
(169 ) (41

1. Mack, Lost Gospel, 155.

2. Mack, Lost Gospel, 86.

3. J. S. Kloppenborg Verbin, Excavating Q: The History and Setting of the sayings Gospel (Edinburgh: T&T
Clark, 2000), 68-109; Mack, Lost Gospel, 83; J.D. crossan, The Historical Jesus: the Life of a Medi
terranean Jewish peasant (Edin burgh: T&T Clarke, 1991), 270-274.

4. ANET, 379.

5. ANET, 378-379.

6 the implied reference is to G. E. Wright, The old Testament Against Its Environment (London: SCM press,
1950).

7. ANET, 602-604.
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10. Hjelm and Thompson, “Victory Song of Merneptah”, 6.

11. F. Garcia Martinez, The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated: The Qumran Texts in English (Leiden: Brill, 1994),
203-205.

12.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls, 337-338.

13.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls, 348-385.

14.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls, 394.

15.  On the knowledge of and distribution of biblical literature in the Dead Sea scrolls, see J. Vanderkam, The
Dead Sea Scrolls Today (Grand Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans, 1994).

16.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls,303-304; 365.

17.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls, 189.

18.  Garcia Martinez, Dead Sea Scrolls, 116-117

(3 2) (19
(211 ) (172

1. for the creation of such complex chains, see Th. L. Thompson, The Origin Tradition of Ancient Israel
(Sheffield: SAP, 1987), 155-189.

2. This problem plagues New Testament studies, as in the analasys of Q and the Gospel of Thomas in the Jesus

seminar (Kloppenborg, Excavating Q; Mack, Lost Gospel; Crossan, Historical Jesus), and has been
particularly bothersome in Old Testament research of the prophetic books. R. Caroll, The Wolf in the
sheepfold: Bible as problematic for theology (London: Scm press, 1991).



337

[! ] {Origin Tradition, pp. 199D (3

4 Thompson, The Origin Tradition, 51-59.
5. Compare 1 Sam 13 and 15; 2 Kgs 18:2-7; ANET, 159.
6.  ANET, 6a-8a; 10b-11b; 253a-253b.
7 ANET, 365-367.

8 ANET, 365-367.

9 Hjlem and Thompson, “Victory song of Merneptah”

10.  See M.Liverani, Prestige and Interest: International Ralations in the Near East: Ca 1600-1100 Bc, History of
Ancient Near East 1 (Padua, 1990); Th. L. Thompson, “Kingship and the Wrath of God, or Teaching
Humility”, Revue biblique (109) 2000: 161-196; Hjelm and Thompson, “Victory Song of Merneptah”;
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