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ABIG Priest Embraces Islam

"Fakhr-al-islam: The Pride if Islam" Was one of the most dis-
tinguished Christian priests, one who attained a high scholarly rank in
termns of ecclesiatical (church) studies, has to say about his convrsion
from Christianity to Islam in the introduction to his book "Anees - ul-

mulam™:
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After a long search, great hardship and wandering in the cities, 1

found a great priest, distinguished for his piety and asceticism. The
Catholics, including their ulers, used to consult him in matters relating
to religion. [ studies under him for a while the different Christian
sects and he had many students, but he used to give me greater consid-
eration. [ had all the keys to the house excpt a key for a small room

which he kept with him.

One day he became ill and he told me to inform the students
that he coul not lecture on that day. When I went to see the students I
found them absorbed in a discussion about the Syriac word "Verclyta"
and the Greek word "Proclytos:. The discussion continued and each

of them was offering his opinion.

When I returned to our teacher he asked about what was goint
on between the students and 1 told him. Then he said to me, "What is
your opinion?" And I said that I chose a certain view.. He said to me:
"You have tried hard but the truh is otherwise because the reality of
this matter is not known except to those who are established in lkow-
ledge and these are few m number. | persistently urged him to clanty
the meaning of that word. Then he cried bitterly and said, "I haye not
concealed anything from you. The understanding of the meaning of

this word is of great importance. But if is spreads we will be subject-
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ed to salughter. Butif you promise not to spread it, I will tell you."

Then I swore by all the sacred things that I will not mention
the matter to anyone, whereupon he said, "it is one of the names of
the Prophet of the Muslims and means "Ahmed" and "Muhammad".
Then he gave me the key of the room and said, "Open that particular

box and bring me the two books which are inside it".

[ brought him the two books which were written in Greek and
Syriac on animal skin and both of which go back to the pre-Islamic
era.. The two books translate "Verclyta" to give the meaning of "Ah-
med” and "Mubhammad". Then he added, "The christian scholars
were all in agreement before his (the Prohpet's) emergenc that "Ver-
clyta" means "Ahmed" and "Muhammad”. But after the prophecy of
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him and his progeny), they
changed this meaning in order to preserve their positions and domi-
nance and they had interpreted it (falsely) and they have invented an-
other meaning for it, which was not at all the aim of the revealer of
the bible. Then I asked him about his opinion in the Christian relig-
ion. He said that it has been abrogated by Islam and he repeated that
thrice. After that I said what is the way for salvation and the straight
path in our time? He said it is by following "Muhammad" (Peace be
upon him and his progeny). Then I said, "Will his followers be
saved?” He replied, "Yes, by God, "and he repeated that thrice, and

he cried somuch afterwards and so did I. At the end he said: "if you

i‘l'f". ;




|. want salvation and happiness in the hereafter you have to follow the

religion of truth, and I always pray for you on the condition that you
I be a witness at the day of Judgement that T was a Muslim in secret and
one of the followers of Muhammad (Peace be upon him and his proge-
ny). And there is no doubt that Islam is the only religion of God on

the face of this earth”.
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