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The Need for Distance Education in Colleges of
Higher Education in Saudi Arabia

Noor El Din Abd El Gawad
Assistant Prof., Education Department, College of Educa-
tion, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

A

It might not be very clear whether higher education in Saudi Arabia is actu-
ally in need of the special arrangements of Distance Education with its clear
technological bent. To clarify this, the writer followed some of the impor-
tant problems which face higher education in Saudi Arabia; these are:
a) Greater demand fo- higher education, which increased sevenfold in
the last decade.
b) The need to increase the number of the teaching staff, especially
female lecturers and the rarity of these last in the ranks of Saudi nation-
als.
c) The presence of a bottleneck in the system when it leads to univer-
sity education owing to the unprecedented pace in the extention of
academic secondary education; the problem is aggravated when the
graduates of these academic institutions almost unanimously take a
decision to proceed to universities and higher institutes of learning.
d) The high expense of higher education in the Kingdom is a potential
problem. The student costs, on the average, about 48,600 SR annually,
which is truely a very high cost.

Opting for “Distance Education™ promises to contribute towards realis-
tic solutions of these problems. To test the validity of this proposal, the wri-
ter made a quick survey of some of the literature pertinent to this problem
that exists in other cultures. The answers to certain questions were tested
for validity in this interculture survey:

a) Itis an economic proposition to offer *‘Distance Education™?

b) Are the graduates of the institutes of “Distance Education” of the same
academic standard as those of the traditional higher institutions? In giv-
ing an affirmative answer to this question, the writer surveyed the
results of a number of studies which proved the validity of that answer.
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In conclusion the writer made the following suggestion:

Since Distance Education has been proved, both universally and locally*,
to be economic and of definite academic value, the writer ventures to
suggest that King Saud University should plan to offer some of its courses
(especially University requirements such as Islamic culture, Arabic lan-
guage and English language) through its channels.

* The reference here is to the successful experiments on the use of CCTS in offering certain courses
to female students in King Saud and other Saudi universities.
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Popper’s Electic Role Shifting Model
(verbal response roles defiritions)

Feeligns: The teacher briefly reflects his or her perceptions of the student’s feelings without evalua-
tion, letting the student know that the student feelings are understood and accepted.

Thoughts: The teacher uses clarifying responses which call for further details or explanation of the
sudent’s ideas. The teacher does not express a judgement about the ideas.

Motives: The teacher shows his awarencess of the student’s motives underlying his behavior without
judging the motives.

Behavior: The teacher, from an objective viewpoint, asks the student to identify what the student is
doing as to his acceptance of responsibility.

Encouragement: The teacher expresses liking for the student unrelated to the student’s behavior,
confident in the sutdent’s ability. The teacher expresses posotive personal sentiments about
the student.

Confrontation: The teacher states personal negative feelings arising from the sutdent’s behavior.

Sharing: The teacher shares personal ideas, opinions, experiences, or feelings (about things other
than the student’s behavior) with the student without trying to impose them on the student.
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Patterns of Verbal Responses of Intermediate
School Teachers in Baghdad

Muna Younis Bahri
Assistant Professor, Department of Education and Psychol-
ogy, College of Education, University of Baghdad.

1Y

The purpose of this study was to determine which of the seven verbal re-
sponses, namely, feelings, thoughts, motives, behavior, encounter/ encour-
agement, confrontation, and sharing, hold the greatest potential for im-
proving student-teacher relationships at the Middle (Intermediate) School
level.

Forty third-grade students, of both sexes, were randomly chosen from
two Intermediate schools in Baghdad. The tool of the study was Poppen’s
Electic Role-Shifting Model, which identified the above-mentioned seven
response patterns of the teacher focusing on positive or nonjudgemental
responses. The tool demanded the construction of seven dialogues, which
represent the patterns. Dialogues were obtained from a preliminary sample
of students and were recorded on a tape; they were written and submitted
to a panel of judges to identify the response pattern demonstrated on each
dialogue.

A video tape was produced to demonstrate the response patterns. The
sample observed the tape in order to match each pattern with its proper
dialogue on a sheet designed to serve the purpose. Test-retest reliability
was established by repeating the video tape portions of the procedure with
students a week following the initial demonstration. Spearman rank-order
correlation coefficients were computed for all response patterns in both
best and poorest relationships. A Wilcoxon signed-rank test was used to
compare the frequency with which each pattern was used.

The results showed that teachers with best relationships are always
thoughtful. They also understand the motives of their students, encourage
them to behave according to the rules, and accept their feelings. Teachers
with poorest relationships always emphasize the obedience of rules. They
do not understand or accept the student’s feelings and thoughts, although
sometimes they were aware of their motives. They always face their stu-
dents with negative feelings and do not share their thoughts with them.
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A Comparative Study of Mathematics Curricula in
Saudi Arabia and the Countries of the Second
International Study of Mathematics at Primary
and Post-Primary Levels

Mohammed Ali Malak

Associate Professor, Curriculum and Instruction Depart-
ment, College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

VoY

Due to the latest attempt to change the Saudi Mathematic Curriculum
many questions have been raised: Is the so-called “new mathematics” suit-
able to the Saudi students? How high is the level of abstraction of its new
concepts? Does this level match the Saudi students’ age and cognitive
development? To answer these questions, much educational research must
be conducted. This study is done in that direction; mainly, to examine
where the Saudi mathematic curriculum stands when compared with some

international curricula.

In this study, fifty-two mathematical subjects introduced in the Saudi
curriculum were statistically analyzed and compared with the correspond-
ing subjects introduced in the curricula of twenty-three countries which
participated in the Second International Mathematic Study conducted in

the five year period from 1976 to 1983.
Some useful results have been reached including:

1) The Saudi curriculum introduces twenty mathematical concepts earlier

than what the international curricula specify.

2) There were three mathematical concepts introduced late in the Saudi

curriculum when compared with the international standard.

3) Seventeen mathematical concepts were equally introduced timewise in

the Saudi curriculum and in the studied curricula.

4} It was impossible to compare seven mathematical concepts due to tack
of international agreement on where these concepts should come.

5) It was found that some subjects were ignored by the Saudi curriculum

while some international curricula recognize them.

Based on the findings of this paper several recommendations were

made to improve the Saudi curriculum.
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Measuring the Reading Ability of Elementary
School Girls in Riyadh

Hanan Isa Sultan
Assistant Professor, Department of Education, College of
Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The objective of this study, which was conducted in the year 1402-1403
A H. (1982-1983 A.D.), was to find out the reading ability of the 4th, 5th
and 6th grades in the girls’ elementary schools in Riyadh with regard to
speed, understanding, and comprehension. The findings of the study were

as follows:

1. The learners’ abilities showed considerable individual differences.
2. There was positive correlation between speed of reading and com-
prehension, i.e. it was found that a child who read faster comprehened bet-

ter.

3. Reading speed progressively increased with the continuity of study.
4. Comprehension also increased with continuity of study.
5. The ability to remember grew progressively from the fourth grade

onwards.

6. It might be concluded from the above findings that there is a positive
correlation between speed, understanding, and comprehension.

The study concluded with the following main recommendations:
1. Learners should be trained in the skill of silent reading after the third

grade level of the elementary school.

2. To train the learners to read faster, they should be discouraged from
vocalizing and from looking at the words as a whole. This means that the
movement of the eyes should scan the words in groups, normally meaning-
ful units, rather than focusing upon each individual word or a whole lige of

print.

3. The teacher should discover the points of strength and weakness in the
reading abilities of her pupils and should endeavor to promote correct

habits of reading in them.
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Assessing the Achievement of Secondary School
Students in Plane Geometry in Riyadh, Saudi Ara-
bia

Saleh Abdulrahman Al-Quwaiz

Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion, College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

R%

The mathematics curriculum in Saudi Arabia has undergone major changes
as a result of the so called “New Math”. In spite of this, there are many
doubts about the whole issue. The purpose of this paper is to assess the
work of secondary school students in plane geometry.

Instrument: The students were given a test, consisting of six geometric
problems. The problems required a minimal amount of geometric knowl-
edge and know how; they dealt with such basic ideas as similarity and the
various properties of triangles, rectangles and circles. (A copy of the test is
included at the end of the paper).

Sample: The sample consisted of 127 students in the final year of secon-
dary school. They were drawn from five schools in the city of Riyadh.

Results: The results of this study are given in three tables. The first gives
the average grade for each of the six problems. The second and third tables
give the number of students obtaining certain grades for the individual
problems and for the whole test respectively.

It would seem that the great majority of students suffer from various mis-
conceptions concerning geometric notions and above all from an inability
to apply various facts in problem solving.

Recommendations: It is recommended that the whole geometry curricu-
lum be critically reviewed. It is also recommended that more attention
should be given to graded exercises and illustrative examples, because this
is the only way for the student to acquire competency in problem solving.
This is particularly important since the existing texts are usually poor in this
respect. Finally, the inclusion of geometry, both plane and solid, in the se-
condary school curriculum, is recommended.
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Effective Teacher Verbal Behavior as Perceived by
Saudi Secondary School Teachers in the City of
Riyadh

M. Eid Dirani
Assistant Prof., Dept. of Education, College of Education,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

This study was conducted on 25 Saudi secondary school teachers from
among those who hold a college degree, and with a minimum of five years
of teaching experience. They were asked to identify specific effective
teacher verbal behaviors they use and recommend others to use, and to
identify teacher verbal behaviors they do hot use. and do not recommend
others to use. They were also asked to state the reasons for using or not
using the behaviors they mentioned. They were asked to respond to 38
questions divided among seven different teaching behaviors.

It was hoped that the specification of effective teacher verbal behavior in
term of what teachers will do to bring about a desirable state or condition
in their student will provide a handle on effective teaching.

As a result of this study, experienced teachers recommended the use of
indirect teaching behaviors, which included:

1. Giving students specific and clear instructions.
Asking prompting questions to help students develop their answers.

ot

Praising student action, behavior and efforts.
Answering student questions.
Accepting student feelings and ideas in a non-threatening manner.

A

Encouraging student initiative.
7. Using group discussion in presenting the lessons.

Teachers, also. did not recommend other specific teaching behaviors such
as:

Giving vague and ambigious instructions.
Using traditional lecturing methods.
Ignoring and/or underestimating student questions.

N =

Using personal reprisal.
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Administrative Decision Making among some
Principals of Intermediate and Secondary Schools
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: an Empirical
Study

Mohammed O. Kashmeeri
Assistant Professor, Department of Education, College of
Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

This study was aimed at knowing about positions in which the administra-
tive decision is made in intermediate and secondary schools in Saudi
Arabia. This is important, it was stressed, because of its decisive role in the
successful completion of work and in the fulfillment of the schools’ aims.
The importance of the study was brought out by a discussion of the rela-
tion that exists between the decision made and the aims of the schools. Pos-
sible alternative decisions and ways and means of choosing the best alterna-

tive were discussed.

The study was limited to a sample of twenty-two directors of inter-
mediate & secondary Saudi schools who participated in the in-service train-
ing program for working school directors (1403-1404 A H.) arranged by
the College of Education, King Saud University. The study revealed that
there were a number of problems that impeded sound decision making.

Some of these were:

(1) Inability of teachers to express their opinions freely and make them

known to the school administration.

(2) Inability of directors to take decisions because of excessive work and
fear of being held responsible for incorrect decisions.
(3) Lack of essential training in decision-making and experience on the

part of many directors who are on the job.
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The Ethics of the Profession of Teaching

Ali Khalid Mudawi

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, College of
Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

It has been emphasized in this paper that what determines the ethics of the
profession of teaching is the ideology in which the teacher believes. Since
the Islamic ideology is a final and an absolute one, the ethics of the profes-
sion of teaching must be absolute as well. Also it must be binding to the
teacher all the time beyond the official hours of work.

Also, it has been clearly stated in this paper that though there are scien-
tific elements in education, and though they are important, what finally
determines Islamic education is the presence of “moral elements” which
are directly related to the final ends of the ideology of Islam.

At the end of the paper it was suggested that the following measures
should be taken:

(1) Clinging to Islam as a general philosophy in life.

(2) ldentifying more clearly “an Islamic philosophy of education” which
is ideal-bound in the realm of ethics, and open-ended on the side of pure sci-
ence.

(3) Stressing that ethics in Islam as part of the “Metaphysical Ideology™,
is not relative but absolute. Since these are prescribed by God, they are
finally set and they cannot be modified by the action of the “clash™ or “give
and take” of cultures.

(4) Widenning of the area in which the ethical behavior of the teacher is
expected, to include that which he does in his private life. This is based on
the idea that in Islam a teacher is a person who dedicates his whole life to
his profession in the interest of the pleasure of God.
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Measure of Abstract Thinking for

High School Graduates WhoEnrolled

in the College of Education, King Saud University,
during the First Semester 1983/84

Abdullah A. Makoshi
Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum & Instruc-

tion, College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

The purpose of this study is to assess, in accordance with Piaget’s theory of
cognitive development, the cognitive stage of the secondary school
graduates who were enrolled in King Saud University, College of Edu-
cation, in the Winter Semester of the academic year 1403/1404 A . D. (1983/
84 A.D.).

The significance of the study lies in its being the first attempt of its kind
ever to be made in Saudi Arabia. It was revealed that a high percentage of
the students of the above college did not get to the formal stage . though one
should be very careful when interpreting the results. Further studies are
needed before making any useful and constructive conclusions.
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A Study of the Attitudes Towards the Role of Social
Studies in Education

Jawdat A. Saabeh °, Ahmad Audeh”, and Gazi J. Khalif-
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The purpose of the study is to test the followng hypotheses:

1- Social Studies specialists (teachers, principals and supervisors) have
positive attitudes toward the importance of social studies roles,
specified by a measuring instrument prepared for this purpose at (o =
0.05).

2- Social studies specialists (teachers, principals and supervisors) have the
same level of attitudes toward each role of the social studies at (o« =
0.05).

A sample of 205 subjects was randomly selected from Irbid Educational
District to represent three groups: teachers, principals and supervisors.

An instrument of eight subscales was developed by Sa’adeh for measur-
ing attitudes toward eight roles of social studies. Validity and reliability of
the instrument were sufficient for the research purposes. The attitude of
each subject towards each role was described quantitatively. The data were
manipulated statistically using “t”", pooled or separated, to test the first
hypothesis, while One-Way ANOVA was used to test the second
hypothesis.

The results indicated that social studies specialists have positive attitudes
toward the importance of social studies roles in life situations. and they
have an equal level of attitude strength toward each role.

The positive agreement between direction and strength of social studies
specialists’ attitudes, may be due to their common understanding of social
studies principles, values and skills regardless of their functions.

The efficiency of norms used by the Ministry of Education for placement
purposes of the three groups is questioanble. These norms should be mod-
ified, new skills, principles and values should be developed in social studies
curricula and further research about priorities of social studies roles should
be conducted.
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A Survey of the Opinions of Social Studies
Teachers in Primary Schools in Riyadh Concern-
ing the Teaching of Social Studies in Their Schools
Suliman M. Jabr

Associate Professor, Dept. of Curricula & Instruction, Col-

lege of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia.

The purpose of this study was to enquire into the aims, curricula, methods,
and examination of social studies in primary schools for boys in Riyadh.

The study was carried out in 1403-1404H, and a questionaire was distri-
buted to 58 schools, or 33% of Riyadhs elementary schools for boys.

The Study has revealed that the aims of social studies are much closely
linked to the needs of the Saudi society and Muslim world than to the world
community at large.

It was also revealed that the time assigned to the teaching of social
studies in the elementary schools was not enough.

It was further revealed that teachers limit themselves to a few methods
of teaching, mostly traditional.

As for teaching aids, 71% of the teachers testified to their availability
in their schools. with maps and chalkoboards as the most used aids.

The findings have revealed that examinations are essentially also of es-
say-type-questions in character.
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