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ABSTRACT

Praise be to Allah and peace and blessings upon His Prophet.

This i1s a summary of the thesis entitled: “The Rasooli Afdhal King Political and Academic
Efforts” (764 — 778H.)/(1363 — 1376G.).

The study is made up of an introduction, preamble, four chapters, conclusion, table of contents
and appendixes. The introduction highlighted the significance of the topic and the reasons behind
its selection, as well as the literature review, sources and reference that were utilized.

The preamble discussed the public life before the reign of the Rasooli Afdhal King where the
researcher discussed the political, economic, social, academic and religious life at that time.
Chapter one discussed the life of the Rasooli Afdhal King indicating his name, nickname, line of
descent and disagreement among authors on this and the most likely true facts thereof. Then his
birth, family, early religious and academic life and religion were discussed here, followed by
features of his personality and the factors that influenced it. The chapter was concluded with the
date of his death and the place where he was buried.

Chapter two, entitled “The Political Efforts of the Rasooli Afdhal King” included several sections,
the first among which is his inauguration where the researcher indicated how the Rasooli Afdhal
King took over. The second section discussed his efforts to consolidate internal security and the
revolts that broke out against the Rasooli state and how the Rasooli Afdhal King suppressed them
one after another and managed thereby to restore security, and stabilization in his kingdom. The
third section discussed the external relations of the Rasooli Afdhal King including those with the
Zaidi imams and the Shareefs of Hijaz as well with the Mamlukes in Egypt and North Africa and
his relations with East Asia.

Chapter three about his academic personality included several sections: the first section about his
academic makeup, the second section about his academic relics and authored books, the third
section about the academic significance of his books and their influence on the academic
movement, the fourth section about his academic position and the opinion of scholars about him,
and the fifth section about his methodology in historical writings.

Chapter four discussed his prominent efforts in the promotion of the academic movement in which
the researcher discussed the aspects of his establishment of educational institutions and allocation
of funds therefor, his attention to honor the scholars and students, and his encouragement of
academic authoring and writing.

His books include shariah disciplines, Arabic disciplines, social and applied (academic) sciences.
The researcher came up with the following findings:

The reign of the Rasooli State in which the Rasooli Afdhal King lived is regarded as
one of the golden eras in the history of the academic movement.

The study illustrated that the Rasooli Afdhal King was a very shrewd politician and
statesman which is clear from his ability to suppress the revolts that broke out against him from
the part of the tribesmen and his foes from the Rasooli family and managed to consolidate political
security throughout his reign that Yemeni people enjoyed.

The external relations of the Rasooli state with other states during the reign of the
Afdhal King were good and featured exchange of gifts and delegations. The state had friendly
relations with the Shareefs of Hijaz and the Mamlukes of Egypt as well as with countries of the
East such as China and India.

The study indicated that the Rasooli Afdhal King was not only a historian but also an
encyclopedic scholar who took part in authoring books about civil regulations, medicine and
agriculture among others.

The study enumerated the books authored by the Rasooli Afdhal King and indicated
the printed books and the manuscripts along with their places of existence and those that are
missing as well as their significance.

The study indicated that the Rasooli Afdhal King followed one single methodology in
organizing his historical material which is the method of alphabetic order.

The study indicated that the historical writings of the Rasooli Afdhal King were not
blemished by any ideological or political bias.

Prepared by
Yousuf Abdul Aziz Mohammed Al-Himidi
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