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We find isonomia used by Plato in quite deliberate contrast to democracy rather than in vin-
dication of it. In the light of this development the famous passages in Aristotle's politics in which
he discusses the different kinds of democracy apper in effect as a defense of the ideal of isonomia.
It is well-known how he stresses there that 'it is more proper that the law should govern than
any of the citizens 'that the persons holding supreme power' should be appointed only as guar-
dians and servanta of the law 'and particularly how he condemns the kind of government under
which 'the people govern and not the law 'and where 'everything is determined by a majority vote
and not by law'. Such a government, according to him cannot be regarded as that of a free state,
for when the government is not in the laws, then there is no free state, for law ought to be su-
preme over all things '. He even contended that any such establishment which centered all power
in votes or people could not 'properly speaking be called ademocracy, for their decrees cannot be
general in their extent' .Together with the equally famous passage in his Rhetorics in which he
argues that 'it is of greet moment that well drawn laws should themselves define all the points
they can ,and leave as few as may be for the decision of the judges',

The Political Ideal of The Rule of law by F.A Hayek.
The National Bank of Egypt. Fifieth Anniversary(1955). Commemoration lectures-cairo, p7.
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