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Manuscripts of the Ad‘iya

as the text of the Ad“iya is filled with errors. Moreover, many words, phrases,
and sentences are either passed over by the copyist or were missing in the
prototype from which he was copying. At a few places errors are corrected
and variant readings are noted in the margins.

The manuscript has some odd orthography, for example the letter dad
(L») 1s written with the letter za° (& ), and t@’> marbiita as the letter ta°, for
example, o\b . instead of 3L, or 45 (=, 25" instead of 45 ¢34, At times,
verbs with feminine ending 1@’ (=) are written with t@°> marbiita, for example,
wTinstead of T, or i~ instead of =2 , and verbs with alif magsiira are
written with regular alif , for example, ., (L5 instead of i, « o5 .

It was transcribed by “Ali Haydar “Izz al-Din in the year 1349/1930-31,
in Surat, India. The colophon reads:

e bl Gl e o S I3 UG s 55y ey 33y aldl e, 7
ot S g e Gl Bl )l Y G 3l e S e b T

T el Gy e
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4. Manuscript (  ): As stated above it is a collection of various supplications
for the seven days of the week and it includes the supplications of al-Mu‘izz
1i-Din Allah. All these supplication and devotional prayers are copied from
al-Sahifa al-Yamaniyya. Originally the manuscript belonged to a Bohra family
in India, but is now in the library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies, London.’
The title page states:

OO E VI DRI PYVR INUSPYVRIUE WL Fivh [PV F PIVE PR
Its contents are already described above.” The Ad‘iya are arranged accordin-g
to the days of the week as stated in the title.

All the seven Ad‘iya of al-Mu‘izz li-Din Allah are reproduced
segentially beginning with the prayer for Sunday as follows: Supplication
for Sunday (folios 14a-28a); Supplication for Monday (folios 52a-63b);
Supplication for Tuesday (folios 79a-86a)'; Supplication for Wednesday
(folios100a-109b); Supplication for Thursday (folios119b-126b);
Supplication for Friday (folios 139a-152a); Supplication for Saturday (folios
166a-174b (supplication for Saturday).

The manuscript consists of 192 folios, and there are ten lines to a
page. The copyist seems to have been careless and not proficient in Arabic

8 Contese, Ismaili and Other Arabic Manuscripts, 113-14 (no. 166/882).

% See the section “Supplications for the seven days of the week.”

° This supplication is confused with the tawassul (entreaty, frevent plea). The
heading reads o.F  f (LI LY 1 2 J,‘.. )i, and the supplication begins with the invocation
of blessings on Abraham ( .sl,) LUt e X iy all). Hence, it is obvious that the

beginning of the du‘a’ is missing. The tawassul part is also not authentic because it
enumerates the Imams from Hasan b. “Ali to Isma‘il b. Ja*far, then the hidden Imams,
followed by the Fatimid al-Mahdi until the twenty-first Imam al-Tayyib b. al-Amir who
went into hiding following the murder of his father in 524/1130.
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seems to have been transcribed recently, probably during the second half of
the fourteenth/first half of the twentieth century. The text is completely
unvocalized and it contains several errors of tashif and tahrif. It seems that
the manuscript was collated later on as there are several corrections and
restorations of omitted words by a different hand in the margins. The pages
are not numbered, and the Ad‘iya comprises 206 pages.

3. Manuscript (¢ ): It is in the library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies,
London.” It is without the colophon, but seems to have been transcribed
around the middle of the 14"/20" century. On the first page and the last page
there are stamps of possession. The first stamp reads: “Ismaili Society, Sea
Croft, 104 Wodehouse Rd., Bombay 5 (Colaba), India.” Later on another
stamp was imprinted over it that states: “Property of the Ismaili Society.”
Thus, it appears that this manuscript, like most of the manuscripts in the
Institute, was acquired by the Ismaili Society in Bombay from a private
collection of a Bohra family. According to the information given to me, all
the manuscripts collected by the Ismaili Society in Bombay (now called
Mumbai) were first moved to Karachi and later transferred to London where
they are now preserved.

This manuscript is fully vocalized but not always accurate. Errors of
tashif and tahrif as well as omission of words and phrases are quite common.
In two places variant readings are noted in the margins. It indicates that the
manuscript might have been collated.

” Gacek, Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts, 1, 1. Gacek is not correct when he
states that it is also known as al-Munajat. See n. 2 above. I would like to thank the
Institute of Ismaili Studies, especially Dr. Farhad Daftary and al-Noor Merchant (Senior
Librarian and Keeper of Ismaili Collections) for providing me with a photocopy of this
manuscript and their assistance during my visit to the Institute’s Library in August 2004.
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The manuscript consists of 155 numbered pages. Its size is 12/ 1/2 x
19 cm., whereas the written text is about 7 x 13 cm., and there are nine lines
to a page. It is carefully transcribed and many words are vocalized. It contains
very few errors because the copyist happened to be a learned shaykh. However,
it has some peculiar orthography, for example: > is always written as : = ,

and the verbs, such as ¢i_-~! are written with alif (i i, instead of alif
magqsira. At times, hamza following the alif in nouns is omitted. I have
modified these and other orthographical peculiarities to conform to modern

usage.

2. Manuscript (s ) : It was also in the collection of Zahid “Ali, but is now in
the library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies.’ This manuscript of the Ad‘iya
is bound with other short treatises and a number of charts and diagrams for
the use of ta“widh (amulets and charms) and for drawing fa’l (good omen).
These tracts are transcribed by different copyists on different types of colored
papers. The tome begins with the ode, called gasida juljuliyya.® The Ad‘iya
is placed towards the end of the volume and is followed by another anonymous
du‘a’. The size of the manuscript is 12 1/2 x 20 1/4 cm., while written text of
the Ad‘iya is about 8 x 13 cm. with an average of seven lines to a page. It is
written in clear naskh in black ink; comma marks in red ink are used to
indicate separation of phrases and sentences. Neither the name of the copyist
nor the date of transcription is indicated. However, the section of the Ad‘iya

* Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts: The Zahid °Alf Collection, 18 (MS. 1312
Arl, ZA). Like the first manuscript it is not properly described.

¢ The first verse reads as follows:

‘g,.ug\ﬁ’,i,.,u_::(_g; sl gy el ey i
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On the following page Zahid °Ali noted the page numbers of this
manuscript where the supplication for each day of the week begins and
where it is stated that each new natig abrogated the external sharia of the
preceding natig, namely, that Noah abrogated the shari‘a of Adam, and
Abraham that of Noah, and Moses that of Abraham, and Jesus that of Moses,
and Muhammad that of Jesus, and the Qa’im that of Muhammad. Particulars
are as follows:

L) [amino] Yl gy sles)

(VY [amio T oV p g sles )  ¥A [imio ] — p3T2ny 2 pall 4y cdlasy

(OV [ TN 4 sled ) Y [aminn ] — - g5 iy 5 2l o cllaey

(VY [amieo T ela) ¥ p g slen ) AY [Goien ] — ot ol Gy 2 alls 4y ey

(AN [Rnie ] a0 6o ) 48 (Ao ] — o po dny ol 4 o dbasy

CONVY [mio T aned p g clea ) VVY [Bmin ] — s dng s als 4 lary

(o] el elen) V81 i ] — Al ade all Lo damus ay 2l 0 o dbae
(VT
1542/ 0 Y (juan peadls o)

*In both his works, Tarikh-i Fatimiyyin-i Misr, 598, and Hamare Isma‘ili madhhab,
649, Zihid °All notes that the manuscript of the Ad‘iya [in his possession], which he
used, was transcribed in the year 781/ [1379-80]. Unfortunately, this old copy, most
probably of Yemeni provenance, was not found among the manuscripts ‘Abid Al
transferred from India and seems to have been lost. Zahid Al also notes that copies of
the Ad‘iya are commonly found among the Bohras. However, I was unable to locate any
additional copy in some of the private collections I had examined for my Biobibliography.
Mr. Hatim Zakiuddin, ma’dhin of the Alawi da‘wa, in his letter of Oct. 26, 1996,
informed me that he found a small manuscript containing Ad*iyat al-Mu‘izz in the *Alavi
da‘wa collection. He then added that the manuscript was in very poor condition, therefore,
he could not provide me with its microfilm or photocopy.
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copyist and they serve to supply omitted words or to correct scribal errors.
Whenever I judged those corrections to be sound, I incorporated them into
the text.
The manuscript was transcribed by Shaykh Fadl Al b. Shaykh Muhsin
°Ali, the father of Zahid °Ali, on the eve of 5® Rabi® II, 1350/ [Aug. 19,
1931] as the colophon states:
.A\Yo. L@Lﬂ\@)ﬁww&lw@mé,
On the back of this page Zahid °Ali wrote in his own hand as follows:
g e gt oy e i gt el e (s
It is followed by Zahid “Ali’s signature.’ Below the signature Zahid ‘Al
fully spelled out his name and the date:
IV A Y e, T (s Jom et e
On the lower part of the same page there is a rubber-stamp mark
similar to a catalog card written in Urdu that states that the manuscript
belonged to the library of Arastilyar Jang, Hyderabad, Deccan, with the title
of the manuscript, its author, subject, language, and [access] number. Here
are the details:
O3 Wk K )l o | ks xS
anc (QY! aesl ks ¢
ey it o3
s 1ok
L

* Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscripts: The Zahid ‘Al Collection, 17-18 (MS.
1115 Arl, ZA); she did not give the details described by me. Her references to Guyard
and Massignon, who refer to Munajat, and not to the Ad®iya, are also incorrect. Both the
works are quite different and not identical. She was probably misled by Gacek.
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changed 10 ¢t oLzl 35w cleuia izt , to conform to the modern orthography.
What follows is a full description of the manuscripts arranged in order of
their excellence.

1. Manuscript ( ; ): It was formerly in the collection of Zahid °Alj, but is
now in the library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies, London. The late Dr.
°Abid °Al, son of Zahid °Al, was kind enough to provide me with a photocopy.?
It is written in clear naskh in black ink with the heading of the du‘a’ for
each day of the week in red ink. It is entitled ;a1 UYL L) ¢u¥l eot. There
seems to be no lacunae in the text, for the copyist provides the first word of
the verso of each page at the bottom of the recto of each page. The text was
collated later as there are recovering omissions and inserting corrections at a
few places in the margins. The marginal notes are also in the hand of the

21 first met Dr. °Abid °Ali in Los Angeles in the early 1980s when he approached
me with a request to translate into English his father's Tarikh-i Fatimiyyin-i Misr, written
in Urdu and published in 1948. I told him that merely translating it without additional
annotation, would serve no purpose as the book was already dated in light of recent
research and publication of some newly discovered manuscripts.

In my subsequent meetings with him I inquired about his father’s collection of
Isma“ili manuscripts. He told me that they were in his possession in Hyderabad, India.
When I asked him what he was going to do with them, he replied that he was thinking to
donate them to some university library and sought my advice in that respect. After a long
discussion as to whether to donate them to some institution in India or in the West, I
suggested that for better preservation and for assuring their accessibility to scholars he
should first transfer them to Los Angeles and then think about the next step. When all the
manuscripts were safely transferred to Los Angeles he invited me to examine them and to
check whether the preliminary list of the titles and their authors he had made was correct
or not. At that time, as I was preparing the edition of Kitdb al-Iftikhar and revising the
edition of al-Sultan al-Khattab, he permitted me to make copies of those manuscripts as
well as of the Ad“iya. Finally, on my suggestion, he visited London, met with Dr. Farhad
Daftary, and decided to donate the manuscripts to the Institute of Ismaili Studies.
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readings but also in a number of additional phrases and sentences not found
in the first two. Despite this overall agreement there are some differences
between the third and the fourth where the latter tends to agree with the first
two, or in a few cases it represents an independent and better reading not
found in the rest. It is, therefore, more likely that the third and the fourth
manuscripts were copied from a common source other than the one for the
first and the second. This, in turn, suggests the existence of at least two
slightly different traditions in the genealogy of the Ad‘iya Manuscripts.

Having taken the manuscript of Zahid °Ali, belonging to the first
tradition, as the basis of this edition, most of the variant readings and additions
come from the latter two manuscripts, which belong to the second tradition.
However, it should be noted that the variants are of minor nature and in no
way affect the central theme of the supplications and major concepts introduced
in them. As far as possible I have adhered to the text of the manuscript ( ;)
except where errors seemed obvious. However, in several places I have
adopted the readings of the third and/or the fourth manuscripts because they
represent correct linguistic idiom. This is the main shortcoming of the
manuscript ( ;).

Obvious errors of tashif (misplacement of the dots) and tahrif (alteration
of a letter, especially phonetic corruption of a word) occurring on the part of
the scribe during the copying process are not indicated in order to keep the
footnotes to a minimum. Omission of words and phrases, especially in the
first three manuscripts is noted. The fourth manuscript, on the other hand,
suffers from innumerable ommissions, hence they are noted wherever they
could be accommodated with other notes. Conjectural readings and editorial
additions are indicated by square brackets. Conventional orthography of certain
words in the manuscripts, such as C» 3o (Lall (Lisdi and i._i.. , has been
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the manuscripts of the aforesaid Ad‘iya, while the fourth is a collection of
various Ad‘iya for the seven days of the week including those by al-Mu‘izz
1i-Din Allah. Two manuscripts of the Ad“iya come from the private collection
of the late Professor Zahid °Ali while the remaining two are from the library
of the Institute of Ismaili Studies, London. A close comparison of all four
manuscripts reveals that the manuscript in the collection of Zahid °Ali,
indicated by the letter ( ; ), is superior to the rest in respect of scribal errors
and omission of words and phrases. Hence, it forms the basis of this edition.
Page numbers of this manuscript are indicated in the Arabic text within
square brackets.

Furthermore, it appears that both manuscripts of Zahid ¢ Ali were either
copied from a common source, or that the one was copied from the other, for
the obvious reason that in addition to identical readings there are some
common errors between the two and certain words are omitted from both
the manuscripts. In some cases those missing words were added later on in
the margins of both manuscripts.

The third and the fourth, on the other hand, come from a different
family of the Ad‘iya manuscripts than those in the collection of Zahid Al
These two manuscripts generally agree with each other, not only in variant

‘ulama’ and seems to be reliable. Most of the times the copyists themselves were advanced
students of Arabic and they transcribed the books faithfully. These copies were again
used in the halagat (a group of students studying under a shaykh) that gave another
opportunity to the owner of the manuscript or the copyist to make corrections and note
variants and comments in the margins. Hence, although there are a few minor scribal
slips and errors, there is no sign of a significant, conscious attempt to tamper with the
tests. The case of al-Risala al-mudhhiba and its publication, on the other hand, raises
serious doubts about the tradition of transmission among the Syrian Nizaris. As for the
works edited by °Arif Tamir and Mustafa Ghalib I have pointed out elsewhere (see
al-Sijistani, Kjtab al-Iftikhar, 1 (English section), 47-49 (Arabic section), that their editions
are unreliable.
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MANUSCRIPTS OF THE AD‘IvA

The present edition of Ad“iyat al-ayyam al-sab“a, the authorship of which is
ascribed to the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Mu°®izz li-din Allah, is based on four
manuscripts of recent vintage, all of Indian provenance.' Three are strictly

! The text itself was composed during the tenth century while all the manuscripts
that are accessible to us date from the first half of the twentieth century. Given the huge
gap of ten centuries between the author and the oldest transcript of his work, one might
raise the issue that this leaves us with many unresolved questions about all kinds of
accretions and modifications by the scribes. These questions are not unique to this book,
but equally apply to all the edited Isma“ili works compiled during the Fatimid period as
they are edited from recent copies transcribed in India. It should be noted that after the
collapse of the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt in 567/1171 all vestiges of their literature were
ruthlessly destroyed by the Ayyubids. Whatever survived of this literature was mainly
preserved in the Yemen by the Musta“li-Tayyibi Isma‘ili community.

In his article, “Some Unknown Isma‘ili Authors and their Works,” Husayn al-
Hamdani has dealt with the question of the transference of the Isma‘ili literature from
Egypt to Yemen. Hence, suffice it to state that the works of the authors who floursished
during Fatimid times and pre-Fatimid times were diligently copied and studied by the
Isma‘ilis in Yemen. They maintained this tradition of preserving, studying and commenting
on the earlier works for the next four centuries and also produced a considerable additional
literature. With the transfer of the headquarters of the Musta“li-Tayyibi da‘wa from
Yemen to India during the sixteenth century this literature was once again transferred to
India. The Yemeni da‘wa did possess some autographs and older copies, but they did not
survive the political vicissitudes of the Musta®li-Tayyibi da‘wa. Very few manuscripts
transcribed in Yemen have survived: For example, a copy of Asrar al-nutaqa’ and Sara’ir
al-nutaqa’ by Ja*far b. Mansur al-Yaman: Kitab al-Riyad by al-Kirmani (see Poonawala,
Biobibliography, xiv); the Da“a’im by al-Qadi al-Niman (see Da‘a’im al-Islam, 1, 15).

Most of the Isma‘ili manuscripts available to us were copied from Yemeni
counterparts either in Yemen or in India during the last four centuries. It should be stated
that the tradition of transcribing manuscripts in India was rigorously cultivated by the
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Lastly, I would like to extend my thanks to three persons. Majid Harb
for reading the final text of the Ad‘iya and making useful suggestions
concerning variant readings. Karim Jamal Ali for reading the first draft of
the Introduction and David Simonowitz for reading the final version of the
Introduction. Their comments and constructive criticism have helped me to
clarify my thoughts and improve upon the text. I am also grateful to Ahmed
Alwishah for reading with me the passages from Kitab al-Magalid. The
research for this book and clerical support to prepare a camera ready copy
was made possible by support of the Academic Senate Grant and G. E. von
Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies of the University of California
at Los Angeles.

July 22, 2005
Rancho Palos Verdes, California
Ismail K. H. Poonawala

uncompromising trends: the mufawwida (those who believed that God had delegated
authority to the Imams) and those who insisted that the Imams were simply virtuous
learned persons. He contends that it was not until after 295/908, that the Imamis began to
realize that their situation was more unusual than they had originally thought and that
possibly there would be not be a manifest Imam for the foreseeable future. Hence, the
question of the number of the Imams came under serious consideration. Consequently,
the traditions in circulation about the number of the Imams being twelve were appropriated.
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the shari‘a remains and calls for an explanation. The doctrine in itself carried
the seed of antinomian tendency and from time to time this propensity did
surface.* The Druze® movement during the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Hakim
and the Nizaris® of Alamit during the rule of Hasan I, “ala dhikrihi ’l-salam,
and the Dawiidi Atba®-i Malak Wakil or Artaliswala” at the turn of the
ninteenth century, who dispensed with the sharia, are good examples of this
tendency.

In conclusion it should be stated that ghulat (lit., extremists, a term
applied to those Shi®a who exaggerated their reverence for the Imams and
deified them) speculations continued to influence the later development of
the Shi‘a and their doctrines. Ghulat notions, such as raj‘a (denial that an
Imam had died and predicting his return), ghayba (concept of the absence of
an imam who is due to return as mahdi or ga’im), had deep impact on both
the Imamis as well as the Isma‘ilis. The batini symbolic system of interpretation
of the Qur°an and shari“a, the concept that the ritual law was not binding on
those who had come to a deeper truth (gnosis) and those who knew the
imam, were all ghulat ideas. Ghulat heritage was absorbed into the Imami
and Isma“ili movements and the early thinkers of both these sects had to
struggle against various contending and often contradictory tendencies that
prevailed among their respective groups.”

doctrine and its divergent interpretations by different dais were seized by the Bohra
religious establishment as an attack against the Isma‘ili da‘wa. Consequently, Shaykh
Hasan “Ali Sarangpir, ustadh at the seminary Jami‘a Sayfiyya in Surat, India, published
its refutation in Urdu entitled, Damigh al-buhtan (Invalidator of false accusation) in three
thick volumes. Unfortunately, it is a highly polemical and repetitive work.

* EP, s.v. Ghulat; Moosa, Extremist Shiites, 85.
% EP, s.v. Duriiz.

* Hodgson, The Order of Assassins.

¥ Zahid °Ali, Hamare Isma“ili madhhab, 295.

* In his Crisis and Consolidation in the Formative Period of Shi‘ite Islam, H.
Modarressi has demonstrated that the early history of Imami thought, following the death
of Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq in 148/765 and the beginning of the greater occultaion (al-ghayba
al-kubra) in 329/941, underwent a period of conflict and reconciliation between two
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that it was simply an esoteric name used as a camouflage to conceal the
identity of the hidden Imams. He further asserted that between the two
natigs, during the period of duress and at the height of injustice, there appears
a sovereign Imam with political authority and power (imam* mumallik*
yazharu bi’l-sultan al-zahir wa’l-sayf). It implied that he himself was such a
figure between Muhammad and the sahib al-giyama, i.e., the Qa’im or Qa’im
al-giyama. Al-Mahdi was also asked to explain the doctrine that between the
one and the next natiq there are seven Imams while the number of Imams
-and his predecessors were enumerated -was more than seven. He responded
that indeed the number seven represent seven ranks (maratib), which rotate
like the rotation of days. There could be any number of Imams, whatever
God intended, until the [seventh] natiq appears all of a sudden whenever
God wills.

The official Isma“ili da‘wa did not preach abrogation of the Islamic
law. All the Isma“ili da“is insist that both the exoteric (zahir) and the esoteric
(batin) are complimentary aspects of the revelation and shari ‘a, and that the
one without the other cannot exist.”? This was not merely a theory but a
belief and pracitce rigorously followed through during the Fatimid times and
continued to be strictly enforced by the Musta“li-Tayyibis to the present
day.” Nevertheless, the paradox that Muhammad b. Isma‘il had abolished

* Al-Sijistani’s explanation concerning the concept of the abrogation of the
shari‘a in his Ithbat al-nubi’a (Prophecy’s proof) and a separate section entitled,
“Comprehension of the inner truth of the shari‘a does not imply doing away with its
ritual obligations,” in his Kitab al-magalid (Book of Keys), is noteworthy in this respect.
We have reproduced these passages in its original Arabic in our annotation to the
Supplication for Monday. Even the author of the Ad‘iya himslef confesses to his Lord
that he has carried out the formal duties of the sharia as well as explored its inner
hidden meaning to avoid His punishment. See Supplication for Monday. The Arabic

reads: &lijh e (homy Shoas o (5 28U Giban 1222y 3 alll St p oty L U] gl
In his Usil al-Din, al-Baghdadi notes that a sub-sect of the Khawarij, called

al-Yazidiyya, believes that at the end of time God will send a prophet from among the
non-Arabs who will abrogate the Islamic sharia. Al-Baghdadi, Usal al-Din, 158, 162.

» Zahid °Ali discussed the issue of the abrogation of the sharia in the context of
reviewing the origins of Isma‘ilism and its doctrines. However, his scrutiny of this
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Unfortunately, he did not have access to the Ad‘iya except the citations
provided by Zahid °Ali in his Hamare Isma“ili madhhab. In order to explain
the theory that Muhammad b. Isma“il was the Qa’im, as well as the theory
of the latter’s deputies, Madelung has analyzed al-Risala al-mudhhiba ascribed
to al-Qadi al-Nu°man, the works of Jafar b. Mansir al-Yaman and other
pertinent sources. In his The Isma‘ilis: Their History and Doctrines,” Daftary
has summarized the findings of Madelung, hence there is no need to elaborate
upon them here.

Finally, it should be pointed out that the theory of cyclical history and
the concept of the seventh narig, with all its implications, was very much a
double-edged sword. This concept with its messianic implications served
the early Isma‘ili da“wa well as a revolutionary idealogy to achieve political
power. However, once the Fatimid dynasty was established it failed to deliver
what was promised. One might argue that the Fatimids were surrounded by
hostile Sunni population, especially the Malikis in North Africa. The great
majority of the subject population in North Africa and later on in Egypt had
little Shi‘i sympathy, but were willing to be ruled by the Shi‘i caliphs provided
that there was no serious provocation against their beliefs. Although there
were some attempts to convert the local population to the Shi‘i Isma‘ili faith
by the early Fatimid administration in North Africa, al-Mahdi soon abandoned
that policy. Generally, the Fatimids were quite content with political power
and did not interfere with the religious beliefs of their subjects.” Messianic
expectations of the faithful Isma‘ilis on whose shoulders the Fatimids came
to power, on the other hand, were far from fully realized. The doctrine of the
Qa’im/Mahdi, probably preached vaguely by the early Isma‘ili da‘wa, was
now in need of interpretation. And Isma‘ili literature abounds in interpretations
beginning with the first Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Mahdi.”

Al-Mahdi denied that Muhammad b. Isma‘il ever existed and declared

¥ Daftary, The Isma‘ilis, esp. 176-80. See also Walker, Early Philosophical
Shiism, 10-12.

* OLear, Short History of the Fatimid Khalifate, 257-61.

*" For details see Husayn al-Hamdani, On the Genealogy of Fatimid Caliphs;
Abbas Hamdani & Frangois de Blois, “ A Re-examination of al-Mahdi’s letter.”
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changed. Its interpretation, however, changed when a group within the Isma‘ili
movement itself tried to identify a particular Imam with the Qa’im. The
Isma‘ili movement used this doctrine deftly and successfully in their
revolutionary idealogy to attain political power.

The Ad‘iya, especially in the supplications of Friday and Saturday,
unequivocally implies that Muhammad b. Isma‘il b. Ja“far al-Sadig, who
had gone into concealment, is the seventh natig. He is described by various
epithets, such as the Qa’im, the Mahdi, Qa’im yawm al-giyama. When he
appears he will abrogate the zahiri shari‘a of Muhammad and will fill the
earth with justice and equity as it is filled with injustice.*® The Ad“iya refers
to him frequently and prays for his zuhiir (appearance, advent). The subsequent
imams, 1.e., after Muhammad b. Isma‘il, including the Fatimid caliph-Imams,
are, therefore, referred to as the latter’s khulafa’ (deputies) and are described
with the distinguishing marks of being rashidin (rightly guided) and
mahdiyyin (following the right way).

This part of the doctrine is obviously aimed at wooing the Qaramita,”’
who expected the return of Muhammad b. Isma‘il. Al-Mu‘izz explicitly
accepted that Muhammad b. Isma‘“il was the seventh natig, but, at the same
time, asserted that the Fatimid caliphs were the latter’s rightly guided deputies.
It should be borne in mind that the Qaramita had marched towards the newly
conquered Fatimid territory of Egypt and had advanced to the gates of Cairo.
Al-Mu‘izz, after moving to Cairo, was therefore occupied with the task of
repelling the Qarmatian menace. His act of reconciliation with the Qaramita
was a calculated political move to gain their support, but it did not yield any
substantial dividends.

In his “Das Imamat in der frilhen ismailitischen Lehre,” Madelung
was the first scholar to point out the so-called “Die Reform des al-Mu‘izz.™®

* This doctrine is corroborated by Ja*far b. Mansir al-Yaman in his Sard’ir, see
esp. 39, 59, 101, 109, 112.

¥ The name is given to the followers of Hamdan Qarmat, a branch of the
Isma“iliyya, who later on revolted against the central leadership and consequently refused
lo recognize the claims of the Fatimid caliphs to the imamate. EF, s.v. Karmati.

% Madelung, “Das Imamat in der frithen ismailitischen Lehre,” 86-101.
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This doctrine further states that the number of nutaga’ is fixed at
seven.” The seventh natig, like his predecessors, will abrogate the shari‘a of
the preceding natig, i.e., Muhammad, and will promulgate its true inner
meaning through ta’wil. He is therefore referred to in messianic and cosmic
terms as the Qa’im, the Mahdi, and Qa’im al-giyama.* This must have been
the original doctrine preached by the early Isma‘ili da‘wa and it has not
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Al-Magqrizi’s text shows great resemblance to that of the Ad‘iya. Al-Maqrizi, al-Mawa‘iz
wa'l-i°tibar, 11, 312-14. See also Halm, Kosmologie und Heilslehre, 18-37, Daftary, The
Isma‘ilis, 139-40.

* The number seven plays an important role in Isma‘ili doctrines. For that
reason as well as in contradistinction to the “Twelver Shi‘a” (thna ‘ashariyya), the
Isma‘iliyya were also known as sab‘iyya (seveners, who deal with a line of seven
Imams). Halm, Die Schia, 193-243; English trans. Shiism, 162-205.

¥ The term Qa’im (lit., riser, or the one who shall rise with the sword) from the
family of the Prophet was used by the Shi“a from the early 2nd/8th century. It referred to
the member of Messenger of God's family who was expected to rise against the illegitimate
rule of the Umayyads and the ‘Abbisids to restore justice and equity on earth. EF, s.v.
Ka’im Al Muhammad
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six such nutaqa’. The natig, in turn, is succeeded by the wasiyy (legatee,
executor), also called asas (foundation) or samit (silent one), who interpretes
the batin (inner, esoteric meaning) of the revelation and the shari‘a through
ta’wil (esoteric interpretation). Seth, Shem, Ishmael or Isaac, Aaron and
Joshua the son of Nun (who was appointed by Moses after the death of
Aaron), Simon Peter, and “Ali b. Abi Talib were the six such awsiya’ (legatees).
The wasiyy, in turn, is followed by a series of six imams, also called mutimmiin
(pl. of mutimm). The seventh Imam/Mutimm rises in rank and becomes the
natiq of the following era and abrogates the zahiri shari‘a (formal law) of
the previous natig and promulgates a new shari‘a.®

% Note the following passages from the Ad‘iya:
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verb abda‘“a (to originate) is used for creation, the Ad‘iya mentions neither
the term ibda‘ (origination) nor develops the theme of ibda‘. The creation,
described by the verb sagha (to form, to shape an existing matter), from the
radiance of His light, seems to be an attempt to combine the older layer of
belief -that the creation emerged from light -with the Neoplatonic theory of
emanation and its cosmology. The three principles of jadd, fath, and khayal
remain the same, but the seven ranks that follow, especially. ‘ayn, jar”,
khalifa, and rasil, are new in this respect.

The five higher ranks (al-hudiid al-‘ulwiyya al-khamsa), viz., al-aslan
(i.e., the Intellect and the Soul), jadd, fath, and khayal, are the same as “Die
Oberen Fiinf” discussed by Halm.** The corresponding five lower ranks,
natiq (lit., speaking-prophet), asas (lit., foundation, successor to a speaking-
prophet, also called wasiyy, executor or samit, silent one), mutimm (lit., one
who completes the mission of the speaking-prophets), lahig (lit., attached,
subsequent, the Imam’s adjunct who holds a rank just below the Imam), and
Jandh (lit., wing, a rank below that of the /ahig), are familiar in the works of
Ja®far b. Mansiir al-Yaman (d. before 362/972), al-Qadi al-Nu®man and
al-Sijistani.” The three ranks of jadd, fath, and khayal in the Ad‘iya are
equated with the angels Israfil, Mika’il and Jibrail. It is therefore worth
noting that the identification of jadd with Israfil and khayal with Jibra®il is in
the reverse order of that given by Ja“far b. Mansirr al-Yaman and al-Sijistani.®

Cyclical History

The Isma‘ilis believed that the hierohistory of mankind progresses through
seven major cycles of various durations, each inaugurated by a ndarig who
brings a revelation (tanzil) and promulgates religious law (shari‘a) in its
external form. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad were

¥ Halm, Kosmologie und Heilslehre, 67-74.

* Al-Sijistani, Kitab al-iftikhar, esp. 410-11, 423-24; Halm, Kosmologie und
Heilslehre, 69-72; Walker, Early Philosophical Shiism, 18.

¥ Al-Sijistani, Kitab al-iftikhar, 116-22.
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fayd (emanation), fayd al-nar (emanation/overflow of light), and ifada
(inundation) occur frequently in all the supplications. It suggests that the
author of the Ad‘iya was familiar with Neoplatonism, but unlike other authors,
such as Abli Ya“qiib al-Sijistani (d. after 361/971) he does not elaborate on
any of its Neoplatonic doctrine but rather alludes to it. The supplication of
Monday describes the unknowable, Neoplatonic God, as “the Originator of
created beings, whose Command remained concealed” (o7 o s GO C,“"-"')’

The supplication of Tuesday describes the sabig (i.e., the Intellect, ‘agl) as
“the First Originated Being He originated with His Command” (i .. s

] j_,b el L:L._,_:-). The supplication of Friday states: “Verily, the Intellect is
above the Soul, since the latter is simple while the former is more subtle ...
and the Intellect is originated by God” (Lt Jaally ey oich 3 il 3,5 Jial 3]
GLel e Jidi 3] .. Lye). As pointed out above Neoplatonic cosmology is

carefully couched in the Quranic vocabulary.”

In short, the above creation myth and the accompanying cosmology
bear close resemblance to, as well as marked differences from, the cosmolo gy
of the pre-Fatimid Isma‘iliyya as discussed by Halm.”™ Thus, according to
both the pre-Fatimid Isma‘iliyya and the Adiya, God alone existed before
all time and space. In the old doctrine it is His will that calls creation into
being, and creation emerges from light, which emanates from God himself.
In the Ad‘iya the concept of His Command (or Will) is not elaborated, but
creation does emerge from God'’s light. In the old doctrine the word kun (or
amr, Command) acquires an existence of its own. It is the first creature, and
through it God creates all other creatures. It is followed by the concept of
kiini gadar” and a Gnostic creation myth. Probably due to the advese criticism
it received from hostile non-Isma‘ilis, the latter myth is completely eliminated
in the Ad‘iya. Although God is described as mubdi® (the Originator), and the

7 See Appendix (nulhaq) 3.

7 See his Kosmologie und Heilslehre; idem, “The CGosmology of the pre-Fatimid
Isma‘iliyya.”

" Halm, Kosmologie und Heilslehre, 53-66; al-Sijistani, Kirab al-iftikhar, 123-37.
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He formed an apparition (shabah) and named it “spirit” (rizh), and from the
rest of the light He dispersed all kinds of apparitions (ashbah). He named the
former “Intellect” (“agl) or “knowledge” (“ilm)™ by means of which (all
kinds of) ignorances were made intelligible. He made the “Intellect” (or
knowledge) the root cause of all created beings. From the latter, by way of
emanation (inbi‘ath, ifada),” He created another apparition and named it “
Soul” (nafs) and “divine decree” (gadar). From the “Soul” He emitted (ba‘atha)
the following ten hudid: jadd, fath, khayal, ‘ayn, jar", imam, da‘i, janah,
khalifa, and rasil.”®

It is worth noting that the creation myth itself is couched in Neoplatonic
terminology and images. Moreover, one finds that the vocabulary of the
Ad‘iya is overwhelmingly Neoplatonic. Words, such as abda‘a (He originated),
al-mubdi® (the Originator), al-mubda‘ al-awwal (the First Originated Being),
‘aql (the Intellect), nafs (the Soul), amr (the Command), inbi‘ath ( procession),

been prompted by the “light verse,” which states: God is the Light of the heavens and the
earth; the likeness of His Light is as a niche wherein is a lamp, the lamp in a glass, the
glass as it were a glittering star ... . Qur’an 24:35.

™ In three mss it is “ilm, while in the fourth it is ‘agl. Two Qur®anic verses
wherein the word ‘ilm occurs are cited to justify the position of “ilm/‘agl. It is to be
noted that various verbal derivations of ‘-g-/ are used in the Qur’an but not the
infinitive/verbal noun “agl. This might explain the use of the word “ilm in the Ad‘iya.

Another explanation for the use of “ilm is that the author might have been influenced,
directly or indirectly, by the Arabic source, Kalam fi mahd al-khayr (Discourse on the
Pure Good), generally known as the Liber de causis, attributed to Aristotle. The tenth-
century philosopher Abia Hasan Muhammad al-Amiri, who is dependent on the latter
source, states that the existent by origination (bi’l-ibda) which is with eternity is the
Knowledge (al-“ilm) and the Command (al-amr). Taylor, “Kaldm ff mahd al-khair (Liber
de causis) in the Islamic philosophical milieu,” 41. See also Walker, Early Philosophical
Shiism, 39.

* The term inbi“ath suggests the meaning of gushing from a spring or eruption
of a living thing from something else. The term ifada, on the other hand, describes the
Neoplatonic process of emanation.

" For their explanation see notes and comments in Arabic following the text of
the Ad‘iya.
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purification of the mind is inseparably linked with moral and religious
purification; one cannot have it without the other.

Those who describe Him by imputing an attribute to Him cannot
encompass His epseity (huwiyya), which is beyond their grasp. He transcends
being, from which all reality springs. In philosophical terms, He is neither a
substance (jawhar) nor an accident (‘arad). He is beyond genus (jins) and
species (naw®), beyond positive and negative epithets. In Neoplatonic
language, He is the Originator (mubdi*) of the universe. The First Originated
Being (al-mubda® al-awwal) He originated was by His Command (bi-amrihi).
Various ranks of the cosmic, spiritual and religious hierarchy (hudiid) are
nothing but His beautiful names and His higher attributes (asma’uhu al-husna
wa-sifatuhu al-ulyd) that lead us to the proper knowledge of divine unicity
(tawhid). Acknowledgment of those hierarchies is, therefore, fundamental
to gaining salvation of the soul on her upward journey to the Originated
Universe (“alam al-ibda‘).

The process of purification by negation is that that which is denied of
God should be affirmed of that which immediately proceeds from Him, i.e.,
the First Originated Being or the Intellect (al-‘aql aw al-sabig). 1t is for this
reason that for a supplication to be effective it must be addressed through the
intermediaries of various hierarchies in order to obtain their intercession on
behalf of the petitioner. In common Isma‘ili parlance, it is known as wasila
bi ’l-hudiid, that is, the means to draw close to God through various hierarchies.
The cosmic and the religious hierarchies, therefore, form “the most firm
cable” (habl Allah al-matin or al-‘urwa al-wuthqa) that extends all the way
to God.

Creation Myth and Cosmology

The first supplication (i.e., the supplication of Sunday) introduces the creation
myth along with an elaborate cosmic hierarchy. According to this early
Isma‘ili belief, the unknowable and ineffable God, the sole substance of
being, was divine light.” From the unadulterated radiance of His own light

" The concept that God, the sole substance of being, was divine light might have
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Oa’im.

iv. Invoking blessings on the Prophet Muhammad (tasliya) and his
progeny and praying fervently for the appearance of the messiah (zuhir
al-Qa’im).

v. Intimate dialogue with God seeking His protection (isti‘Gdha) and
forgiveness (istighfar), prayer in favor of the Imams and his followers and
calling down the curse of God, His wrath and punishment on the enemies of
the Imams.

vi. All the supplications end with a final invocation of blessings on the
Prophet and his progeny.

What follows are the main themes of Isma‘ili doctrine as expressed in
the Ad‘iya.

Tawhid

Although tawhid expounds the same theme of God’s transcendence, the
wording and details of the exposition vary in each supplication like variations
on a theme. The God, according to Isma‘ili view, is transcendent and absolutely
perfect. He is unique and without parallel. In the Qur®anic vocabulary “Like
Him there is naught.”” Divine Essence is unknowable and therefore cannot
be named. He is neither confined by time nor is encircled by space. He is
absolutely unlimited and undetermined. He is beyond both the intelligible
and sensible realms. The Ismailis further maintain that the divine nature is
inaccessible to human reason. He is beyond intellect and being. Divine essence
is unknowable and therefore cannot be named. Profession of tawhid, therefore,
consists in rejecting all attributes (nafy al-sifar), because every attribute (sifa)
and every thing having an attribute (mawsif) are created things. The testimony
of created beings that there is a creator is neither an attribute nor a thing
having an attribute, because their testimony is based on simultaneous
interaction (igfiran) in their minds between an attribute and a thing having
that attribute. This process, i.e., nafy al-sifat, is often called tanzih
(deanthropomorphism) in Islamic theology. For the Isma‘ilis, the critical

 Qur’an 42:11.
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the inward domain of man in shaping the soul according to one’s faith, it
does bring out the basic tenets of one’s faith. Ad“iyat al-Mu‘izz is no exception
to this rule, and it fully reveals the essential articles of Isma‘ili creed. One
might add that the document, having originated from the Imam (or in the
name of the Imam), carries the highest authority. Hence, as stated by Zahid
°All, it is an important document that represents the official doctrine professed
by the Isma“ilis.

The language of the Ad‘iya is highly ornate with parallel phrases and
with many passages that resemble rhymed prose very closely. One cannot
fail to notice a rigorous effort on the part of the author to justify every aspect
of the doctrine with Qur°anic citations and Quranic vocabulary in order to
give it the appearance that the doctrines are derived from the Qur®an. Hence,
the text is strewn with direct Qur°anic quotations.

All the supplications, for each day of the week, are carefully crafted
into a work of art that looks like a mosaic arranged in ever new patterns. The
basic small units woven together into each prayer roughly consist of the
following blocks:

1. Beginning. Each supplication begins with the basmala (utterance of
the formula ,.> 4 oL il ~—-) and hamdala (pronouncing . .. 1) followed

by rasbth (uttering God’s glory) and taqdis (declaring God’s holiness), which
is an exposition of the concept of rawhid (affirmation of the oneness and the
uniqueness of God), the first and foremost article of Islamic faith.

ii. Seeking intercession of cosmic and religious hierarchy (hudid).
Exposition of Isma“ili cosmology, or alluding to it, and description of various
higher, middle, and lower huditd (cosmic ranks as well as that of religious
hierarchy) and seeking their intercession (wasila, shafd‘a) as means of access
to God.

ii. Seven cycles of hierohistory, each inaugurated by a narig who
brings revelation and new law (shari‘a). Each supplication is, therefore,
reserved for one of the seven nutaga®, invoking blessings on him, on his
wastyy (plenipotentiary) and on six imams of that cycle (dawr). Sunday is
for the cycle of Adam; Monday for Noah; Tuesday for Abraham: Wedesday
for Moses; Thursday for Jesus; Friday for Muhammad: and Saturday for the
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is well attested to in the Musta®li-Tayyibi tradition of Yemen. Ismail b.
°Abd al-Rasiil al-Majdi® did not list it in his Fihrist because it probably was
not accessible to him. Ivanow did not include it either in his Guide. However,
he listed it in his Ismaili Literature, but confused it with another work
entitled al-Munajat,” mentioned by S. Guyard and L. Massingnon.

In his Tarikh-i Fatimiyyin-i Mis/’° and Hamare Isma‘ili madhhab ki
haqiqat awr uska nizam’'-- both written in Urdu-- Zahid °Ali cites the Ad“iyat
al-Mu‘izz with great authority to stress his view that according to the old
Isma‘ili doctrine, Muhammad b. Isma°il, who was the seventh natig, had
abolished the Islamic shari‘a. This brings us back to Isma‘ili doctrines and
one of its most controversial and polemical elements, namely the abolition
of the Islamic shari‘a, to be scrutinized in what follows.

ISMA°ILI DOCTRINE AS REFLECTED IN THE AD‘IYA

A book of supplication by its nature and function is not meant to be a
treatise on doctrine. However, as part of devotional literature that addresses
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* Ivanow, Ismaili Literature, 31 (no. 60). It seems that he had seen 2 manuscript
as he states: “Prayers for every day cf the week, a book of 93 pages... It is difficult to
find it out whether it is genuine.”

" 2ahid °Ali, Tarikh-i Fatimiyyin-i Misr, 542-44,
" Zahid °Ali, Hamare Isma‘ili madhhab ki hagiqat awr uska nizam, 90-117.
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Musta‘li-Tayyibi da“wa), in his book Kanz al-Walad,* and the second by
Muhammad b. Tahir al-Harithi (d. 584/1188), a close associate of the latter
and ma’dhiin (a rank in da‘wa hierarchy following that of da‘i) of the
latter’s son Hatim al-Hamidj, in his book al-Anwar al-Latifa.”” Subsequently
it is referred to by the nineteenth al-da‘i al-mutlaq 1dris “Imad al-Din (d.
872/1468) in his Zahr al-ma‘ani.* Thus, the authorship of the Ad“iyat al-Mu‘izz
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This passage is edited and translated into Urdu by Zahid “Ali, Hamare Isma‘ili madhhab
kt hagiqat awr uska nizam, 97-98.

5 He states:
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This passage is edited and translated into Urdu by Zahid °Ali, Hamare Isma‘ili madhhab
ki haqigat awr uska nizam, 98-101.
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that you have asked about a noble and exalted rank that cannot be
disclosed. We will, however, respond [to your query] with what is
permissible to disclose. These seven celestial hierarchical ranks have
been created by God, the Most High, as intermediaries (wasa’it) between
Him and His creation. As [its explanation] has preceded and as we have
furnished [its explication] from the Imam al-Mu°‘izz 1i-Din Allah, the
Commander of the Faithful, ... Hence, [what is] in {his] supplication
{du‘a’) and [his] elucidation of the Book of God, the Exalted and the

Mighty, will suffice [for you] ... **

Although the reference to the Ad‘iya in the Risala is not precise as it
uses the singular form of the word du‘a’ without referring to the specific
prayer of the day of the week wherein the seven celestial hierarchies are
mentioned, it is an important witness to the authenticity of the Isma‘ili
tradition, which ascribes the authorship of the Ad‘iya to al-Mu‘izz.

The next reference to the Ad“iyat al-Mu‘izz comes almost two centuries
later, from two Yemeni da‘is. The first by Ibrahim b. al-Husayn al-Hamidi
(d. 557/1162), the second al-da‘i al-mutlaq (the highest rank in the

% English translation is from the second edition, which states (the ellipsis points
in the text below are from the edition of the text itself):
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The first edition of the text states:,
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Ad‘iyat al-Mu‘izz

Risala was composed during the reign of al-Mu‘izz 1i-Din Allah as he is
referred to in it several times as “the Imam of our era and time” (imamu
‘asrind wa-zamanind), or “the Imam of our time” (imamu ‘asrind, or imamu
zamanina), or “the master of the present time” (sahib al-zaman al-hadir), or
simply as “our Imam” (imamuna).*

In the second chapter, dealing with the Isma‘ili concept of hierarchies (hudid),
1t states:

Regarding what you have asked about the seven celestial hierarchical
ranks (al-hudid al-sab‘a al-‘ulwiyya), their status and their acts, know

been presented [in writing] to the Imam al-Mu‘izz 1i-Din Allah [and had been approved
by the latter]. This manuscript of the Risala also consists of three chapters as they are
found in the first edition of Tamir"

Perfunctory comparison of this manuscript with the printed version of the first
edition- as the Institute library did not have the second edition of the Risala- reveals
many scribal errors and changes in the text, The following example, where al-Qadi
al-Nu°min’s name is mentioned, is a good case in point® In the first edition of the
Risala it is assumed that al-Qadi al-Nu‘man was present when the two disputants (whose
names are not mentioned) presented their case to al-Mu‘izz as to whether the Imim
knows the ghayb (unseen) or not. In the second edition it is explicitly stated that al-Qadi
al-Nu‘man was present on that occasion. Ghalib’s manuscript, on the other hand, states
that it was al-Qadi al-Numan who presented their case to al-Mu‘izz. Moreover; in the
first edition the words of blessing after the [name of the] Imam al-Mutizz “‘ala dhikrihi
al-salam” betray later Nizari usage. Further scrutiny might reveal more discrepancies.

Finally, all manuscripts of the aforesaid P:sala are of Syrian provenance. It is
neither preserved by the Musta®li-Tayyibi da‘wa of Yemen and India nor mentioned in
any of their sources. It should be noted that Idris *Imad al-Din (d. 872/1468), who has
provided the only detailed description of Nu*man’s works, does not mention this Risdla.
Idris’ information is based on al-Sira al-Kutamiya whose author lived during the reign of
the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Hikim (reigned 386-411/996-1021). (See Idris, “Uyiin al-
akhbar, V1, 41-48; Poonawala, “Al-Qadi al-Nu°man’s works and the sources”, 110;
idem, Biobibliography, 93-94.) Hence, it is fair to conclude that in the absence of any
independent evidence it is difficult to ascertain whether the Risala is an authentic work of
Nu‘man. Similarly, it is highly doubtful that it is the work of Ibn Killis. In his “Das
Imamat,” Madelung uncritically accepted its authorship by al-Qadi al-Nu°man. Daftari,
The Isma‘ilis, 177, 628, simply followed Madelung.

% Al-Risdla al-mudhhiba, 38, 46, 64, 149, 168, 170.
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He continues and states:

Therefore, 1 compared the newly discovered manuscript with the old
ones and found a great deal of difference between them. Moreover, 1
found that the aforementioned manuscripts I had relied on for the previous
edition, were incomplete. Hence, I took the [newly discovered)
marnuscript as the basis of this edition and paid no attention [to those
three other manuscripts] to register the variants.®

As usual, Tamir does not give a description of the new manuscript either. It
should be noted that both the editions are poorly edited and contain numerous typographical
and grammatical errors. Aesthetically, the second edition is an improvement over the
first, but references to the frequently cited Qur°anic verses are not given. The major
difference between the two editions is that the first edition ends with the third chapter
(al-fasl al-thalith), while the new edition contains an additional chapter, entitled al-fasi
al-rabi® - an addition of sixty pages (from 111 to 170 in the second edition). Thus, it
seems that the other three manuscripts were incomplete at the end. Besides this there are
frequent omissions of words and phrases in the second edition indicated by three ellipsis
points. Unfortunately, no explanation is given as to whether they indicate lacunas in the
original manuscript, unreadable words, or certain words and phrases deliberately omitted
by the editor.

During my recent visit to London I discovered yet another copy of the Risala in
the library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies. Originally, it belonged to the late Mustafa
Ghalib’s small collection of Syrian Nizari manuscripts. (Cortese, Ismaili and Other Arabic
Manuscripts, 125 (No. 176/1031). It is bound with other treatises. Cortese incorrectly
states that it is among the earliest Ismaili Neoplatonic works which influenced the subsequent
development of Fatimid thought. The treatise does not systematically elaborate philosophical
doctrines, but rather infers them indirectly. It deals mainly with ta’wil, da‘wa hierarchy,
and the status of the awaited Qa’im. For the introduction of Neoplatonism into Isma‘ilism
and its leading Isma‘ili exponent, see Walker's pioneering work, Early Philosophical
Shiism). It is bound with other treatises and there is no colophon, but it appears to be a
recent copy, probably transcribed during the nineteenth or at the dawn of the twentieth
century. The name of the author at the beginning of the Risala is given as al-Qadi
al-Nu“man. It also states at the outset that it deals with various disciplines of wisdom and
marvels of esoteric interpretation (ta’wil). It further states that it was composed in
response to questions posed by a dignitary of the da‘wa. This brief introductory note
further adds that those questions were answered by al-Qadi al-Nu°man after they had
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AUTHORSHIP OF THE AD‘IYA

In Isma‘ili literature, the authorship of the Ad“iyat al-Mu‘izz (Supplications
of al-Mu‘izz), as the title itself indicates,” is generally ascribed to the fourth
Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Mu‘izz li-Din Allah (reigned 341-65/953-75). The
only contemporary evidence that refers to the Ad“iya and its author comes
from a treatise entitled al-Risala al-mudhhiba (hereinafter cited as the Risala)
ascribed to al-Qadi al-Nu°man.*’ According to the internal evidence, the

% In Arabic grammar it is known as idafa (genitive construction), because the
first of the two nouns (in this case ad‘iyat) is adjoined to the second (i.e., al-Mu‘izz), and
the former governs the latter in the genitive case).

63 The Risala was first published by °Arif Tamir with four other treatises in 1956
under the title Khamsa Rasa’il Isma‘iliyya. In the introduction, Tamir states that his
edition of the Risala is based on three manuscripts of Syrian provenance; however, he
gives neither their description nor any variant readings. He further states that he ascribed
its authorship to al-Qadi al-Nu°man mainly because the title pages of all of the three
manuscripts stated that it was compiled by the latter.

Three decades later, in 1988, Tamir re-edited the Risala separately. This time he
ascribed its authorship to Ya°qib b. Killis. In the introduction to the second edition,
Tamir now stated that the three manuscripts, from which he had prepared the first edition,
had not only been transcribed recently, but had also been copied from one another.
However, he failed to present any evidence to support his assumption. Then he made an
about-face and disclosed that those three manuscripts did not bear the names of their
authors. He, therefore, tried his best to ascertain their authorship in the available Isma‘ili
sources, but he did not find any reference to the Risala. Hence, he presumed that al-Qadi
al-Nu‘man, a contemporary of al-Mu‘izz, must have been its author.

He states:

In 1968, while 1 was visiting Damascus, one of my friends brought to
my attention that an Isma‘ili family that had migrated from Qadamis,
in Syria, to Damascus, more than two centuries ago, had in its possession
a collection of Isma“ili/Fatimid manuscripts. Therefore, I visited that
family. I was delighted when I discovered a correct copy of this
treatise [i.e., al-Risala al-mudhhiba]. Fortunately, the name of its author,
namely al-Wazir Ya“qab Ibn Killis, was transcribed distinctly on the
outside cover.
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The third supplication (fol. 25r-39v) appears to have been composed during

the reign of the Fatimid caliph-Imiam al-Mu‘izz. The introductory words
read:
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Toward the end it states:
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Itis followed by:
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two mentioned above, it begins with the supplication of Sunday by the Imam
AlTD. Abl Talib ( I Jf o e e hl 0 us Y ¢ 5 sLe>). Almost all the
adfiya in it are the same as in the other two manuscripts. Hence, we can
surmise that the missing title must have been identical to those of the other
two manuscripts and that all the ad“jya were transcribed from al-Sahifa
al-Yamaniyya. It contains the following;

12 ad‘iya of Imam °Ali b. Abi Talib (two each for Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday, and one each for Thursday
and Friday);

6 ad‘iya of Imam Husayn b. “Ali (for the whole week except Friday);

2 tasbihs of Imam Muhammad al-Bagqir;

3 ad‘iyat al-tawassul of the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Mu®izz:

6 adiya of the da“7 al-Mu’ayyad al-Shirazi (for the whole week except
Thursday);

6 ad‘iya of Ahmad b. °Abd Allah (for the whole week except Thurday);

6 subhas of Ahmad b. “Abd Allah (for the whole week except Thursday);
and ends with

the supplication for visits to the holy place where a dignitary of the

da‘wa is buried (s yadbt jand 5yadi5,l5 k).

Another manuscript bound with this volume is without title and
colophon. It begins (with the supplication, fol. 1r-5r) as follows:

£ (85 0l aally > el a4y e ) e el oy
The second supplication (fol. 5r-25r) begins with:
Pty (il it S0 03 15 a n U argll fmind gy g Y e

% Here ends the first manuscript in this volume. It is transcribed by Fadl Ali
[Zahid “Alr’s father] b. Muhsin °Ali b. Murad °Ali on 14 Rajab 1341/2 March 1923
(Cortese’s calculation and conversion of the Islamic calendar are incorrect by one day).

% The manuscript reads: _i.a:il.
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It contains the following:

7 ad‘iya of Imam °Ali b. Abi Talib (two for Sunday, two for Monday,
one for Tuesday, du‘a’ al-istighfar for Sunday, ‘idha (charm)
for Monday);

2 ad‘iya of Imam Husayn b. Ali;

2 tasbihs of Imdam Muhammad al-Bagir;

7 ad‘iya (from Sunday to Saturday) of the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-
Mufizz;

2 prayers of tawassul (or wasila, prayer of mediation) of the Fatimid-
Imam al-Mu‘izz (ascribed to him);*®

7 ad‘iya of the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Zahir (for the seven days of
the week);

6 tasbihs (or subhas) of the da‘T al-Mu‘ayyad al-Shirazi (all are
attributed to him as the name of the twenty-first Imam al-Tayyib
is cited therein);

7 subhas of Ahmad b. °Abd Abdallah;

a ta‘awwudh,

Du‘a’ al-taqarrub wa 'l-tawassul, and finally

Subha yawm al-jum‘a.

The title page of the third manuscript is missing,” but like the other

L Aoy ;'.J,‘,:Al‘;w;_k\ﬁ,‘;r.ﬂu.'l
" by claalaly UY g o 0y el s o i O .
C el L LT

* See the section “Authorship of the ad“iya” below.

5! Cortese, Arabic Ismaili Manuscriprs: The Zahid Al Collection, 17 (number 5).
She has wrongly ascribed it to “Ali b. Hanzala and did rot describe its contents. This
volume :s bound with another prayer manual. Unfortunately, she did not mention that it
was bound vith another manuscript and has coupletely ignored its contents.
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427/1036);

5 ad‘iya (Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday) of
the da“i al-Mu®ayyad al-Shirazi (d. 470/1077);%

5 ad‘iya (Monday to Friday) by Ahmad b. ¢Abd Allah.

The front page of the second manuscript reads [it is indicated by the
letter . in the edition of the Ad‘iyat al-Mu‘izz]:>

% They are published in Sahifat al-salat (ed. 1400), 317-22.

57 Cortese, Ismaili and Other Arabic Manuscripts, 113-14 (number 166/882). She
was probably misled by Gacek when she states, “This selection from al-sahifa al-yamaniyya
includes a compilation attributed to the sixth Yemeni da ‘i mutlag “Ali b. Hanzala ... as
well as extracts from a variety of other sources such as ... The title categorically states
that all the prayers are taken from al-Sahifa al-Yamaniyya. There are several grave errors

in her description of the contents. In three places the manuscript clearly reads s UYL
sl while at only one place the dot on the letter 13> is missing. He is the Fatimid
caliph-Imam al-Zahir, but she read and listed him as ..l i alUali, the fifty-first da‘t

(d. 1965). Another obvious error is that she has identified Ahmad b. Abd Allah al-Anf
al-Qurashi with the famous 4t Ahmad Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani. The scribe, having
written Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Kirmani at two places did correct his error when he
collated his copy with another manuscript (or other manuscripts). The correction is clearly
marked. Careful reading of the prayer itself would have indicated this error, because the
text explicitly states the name of the twenty-first lmam al-Tayyib, son of the Fatimid
caliph-Imdm al-Amir, and expresses the author’s yeaming for the zuhiir (advent) of the
Mahdi (Messiah) from the latter’s progeny (fol. 93 v-94 r; 115v-116v; 133r; 160r):

1L e Yy IS oy oy Y 0 15 e OyTy 55 Dl i B gl
Ll et ol e 15 ey e il pdl o DL, (g LBl 1ia o Ll Jaiss
e rL..-JUgL.Slf:Uu\;....Jhuuﬂ

J_-_bor_r‘j:,_::_..‘ (g.Jle!-J-L{'Jl};A Wil . EJ,L.;; ;;‘,U\__JJTQA:?J}-L;JQLU' fda :)b r_gJJ\
. gu')'lad.i
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Al-Sahifa al-Yamaniyya al-qadima al-kabira as stated in the above manuscript,
is not mentioned by Isma‘il b. °Abd al-Rasil al-Majda® (d. ca 1183/1769) in
his Fihrist; hence, in the absence of any independent evidence it is uncertain
as to who compiled this Sahifa. Moreover, it contains five ad ‘iya (supplications
from Monday to Friday) of Ahmad b. *Abd Allih b. °Ali b. Muhammad b.
Hatim al-Anf, the son of the sixteenth Yemeni da7 “Abd Allah b. Ali (d.
796/1394)" and the brother of the seventeenth da‘i Hasan b. Abd Allah (d.
821/1418).* According to the sources at our disposal Ahmad was a young
man of learning, and at the age of eighteen he was appointed by his brother,
the seventeenth da‘i, as his representative in Haraz. The sources further
state that he was very eloquent in his speech and skillful in the use of correct
literary idiom and that he had composed a number of books. Unfortunately,
he died at the tender age of twenty-two in 816/1413. It is, therefore, highly
unlikely that the Sahifa was compiled by °Ali b. Hanzala who died in 626/1229,
unless it is assumed that the ad“iya of Ahmad b. °Abd Allah were added to it
later on.
The manuscript contains the following ad‘iya:
13 ad‘iya of Imam Al b. Abi Talib (two for each day of the week,
except Thursday);
7 ad‘iya of Imam Husayn b. °Ali (seven days of the week);
6 ad‘iya of Imam °Ali b. Husayn Zayn al-°Abidin {Sunday to
Friday);*
Du‘a’ of “Ammar b. Yasir, a Companion of the Prophet and later a
partisan of “Ali who lost his life at the battle of Siffin;
Du‘a’ al-qadh,
Supplication for Sunday by the Fatimid caliph-Imam al-Zahir (d.

* Poonawala, Biobibliography, 366.
¥ Ibid., 366.

** They are the same as in Chittick, The Psalms of Islam, 221-32, with minor
variant readings.
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al-arba‘a@’, lit. the fourth day=Wednesday; yawm al-khamis, lit. the fifth
day=Thursday; yawm al-jum‘a, lit. the day of gathering=Friday; yawm al-sabr,
lit. the Sabbath=Saturday).*

The earliest copy of an Isma‘ili prayer book (Sahifat al-salat), as far
as | have been able to ascertain, appears to be al-Sahifa al-Yamaniyya (or
al-Yamaniyya). I have not come across any manuscript copy of it, but it is
referred to in the title of two manuscripts of the Adiya mainly because all
the supplications are copied from it. Unfortunately, the title page of the third
manuscript is missing, but it too contains various supplications copied from
the same source. All three of these manuscripts are now located in the
library of the Institute of Ismaili Studies in London. Both Adam Gacek and
Delia Cortese, who have cataloged these manuscripts, have given them
misleading titles without appropriate description of their contents. Perhaps
lack of familiarity with the subject or superficial perusal of the texts may
have contributed to these grave errors.

These manuscripts contain valuable information and suggest a very
rich tradition of spiritual literature among the Musta®li-Tayyibi Isma‘ilis.
This genre of Isma‘ili literature is completely neglected by modern Isma‘ili
scholarship and it deserves further study. What follows is, therefore, the full
description of the contents of these three manuscripts with the hope that it
will guide younger scholars across this genre of Isma‘ili literature for future
research,

The front page of the first manuscript states:*'
BER RV J SRR TV SERUU U & SNV R VU 1 TR SPES P
Al e WY ey Uals ol
On the following page, where the text begins, the title reads:

* Duncan, Calendar. It should be noted that the Islamic day and month begins at
sunset on the day the lunar crescent is sighted.

5! Gacek, Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts, 1, 1 (no. 1). He did not enumerate the
contents. Its compilation, ascribed to “Alf b. Hanzala on the front page, is misleading.

* In the manuscrip it is .4, which is incorrect.
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Sunday and ending with Saturday.”’ This identical pattern, that s, supplications
for the seven days of the week beginning with Sunday, is followed by
Mafatih al-jinan (Keys to the Gardens of Paradise), a comprehensive prayer
manual that is most widely used by the Twelver Shi‘a these days® as well as
the Sahifat al-salat (Book of Prayers) that is widely used by the Bohras
(Musta®li-Tayyibi [sma“ilis) as a book of prayers.”

One might wonder why the week for the Muslims starts with Sunday.
The common explanation is that the seven-day week has been used for more
than a millennia in the Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Persian calendars. Its
origin, however, remains uncertain. It is believed that seven-day cycles have
run uninterrupted at least since the time of Moses (ca 1400 B.C.E), and
possibly even longer. The Bible explains how God created the world in six
days and rested on the seventh. Hence, the common explanation is that the
seven-day week was established as an element of the imperial calendar in
the late Roman empire and was promoted by the Christian church. Some
scholars also suggest Babylon and Persia as extra-biblical locations for the
birthplace of the seven-day week.

The Bible states that the Sabbath is the last day of the week, but it
does not explain how that corresponds to our seven-day week. Through
extra-biblical sources scholars have determined that the Sabbath at the time
of the Christ corresponded to our Saturday. It is, therefore, common Jewish
and Christian practice to regard Sunday as the first day of the week. The
same practice is evident in pre-Islamic Arabia from the Arabic names for the
weekdays (yawm al-ahad, lit. the first day=Sunday; yawn al-ithnayn, lit. the
second day=Monday; yawm al-thulatha’, lit. the third day=Tuesday; yawm

“" They are in Chittick’s edition, but not in Jalali’s reproduction of the Istanbul
IManuscript.

* It was compiled by “Abbas Qummi (d. 1359/1940) and published innumerable
times with Persian translation.

1t should be noted that during the Yemeni and early Indian period, several other
prayer books, generally known as Ad“iya and containing miscellancous prayers to be
recited on different occasions, were used. For a list of such prayer books, both manuscript
copies and printed versions, see Poonawala, Biobibliography of Isma‘ili Literature, 346-48.
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It is, therefore, not a mere coincidence that we find close resemblance
between some phrases of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya and the Ad ‘Iya, but it srongly
suggests that the author of the Ad‘iya was influenced by the former.** In the
section on notes and comments, especially in the supplications of Monday,
Friday and Saturday, we have indicated that the Ad‘iya almost repeats the
same phrases from the Sahifa.

Prayer manuals (Ad‘iya or Kutub al-ad‘iya) abound in Arabic. I her
Muslim Devotions, published in 1961, Constance Padwick has listed over
one hundred prayer-manuals that were in common use among the Muslims
during the first half of the last century. Her catalog included the ones that
were printed in major cities, such as Cairo, Damascus, Baghdad, Bombay,
Lahore, etc. Most of them are full of Quranic quotations and traditions of
the Prophet. Their literary style is marked by rhymed prose. They reflect not
only the high-water marks reached in Islamic spiritual literature, states
Padwick, but also give us the throbbing pulse of religious life in Islam.” She
has also analyzed the major themes that are common to ]] supplications and
explained the meaning of the important Arabic terms used for different
prayers.

SUPPLICATIONS FOR THE SEVEN DAYS OF THE WEEK

As noted above there are supplications for different times of day and night,
for specific days of the month, and for every occasion of human life. It is to
be noted that some copies of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya contain additiona] mundjat
as well as supplications for the seven days of the week beginning with

_—
the translator, lithographed by °Alibha’i Sharaf *Ali from Bombay in A.H.136] might be

simply a reprint of the earlier edition. I have the latter edition, but here in Log Angeles I
do not have access to the former, and hence could not verify my suspicion.

“ See the notes, especially to the supplications of Monday, Friday and Saturday.

“ Padwick, Muslim Devotions, xi-xyix.
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Ali b. Abi Talib (d. ca 94/712), known by his honorofic title Zayn al-Abidin
(Ornament of the Worshippers), and was apparently copied during or shortly
after his lifetime. It is also one of the most seminal works in Islamic spirituality.
Shi‘{ tradition holds it in high esteem, ranking it behind only the Qur®an and
Nahj al-balagha (Peaks of Eloquence) of Imam °Ali b. Abi Talib.*” It has
served generation after generation as a prayer book that outlines major themes
of the faith and as a guide for an individual’s duties towards God as well as
to society. It is for this reason that al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya is called by
various honorofic titles, such as Zabir Al Muhammad (Psalms of the Household
of Muhammad) and Injil Ahl al-Bayt (the Gospel of the People of the House
of the Prophet).”

Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, being the common heritage of various groups
of the Shi‘a, was familiar to the Isma‘ilis. °Ali Zayn al-°Abidin’s prayers of
the week and a number of Munajar found their way into a Must®ali-Tayyibi
prayer book called al-Sahifa al-Yamaniyya compiled in Yemen. It suggests
that manuscripts of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya were copied and studied by the
Isma‘ilis from the Fatimid times. In my Biobibliography, I have listed a
manuscript of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya found in the private collection of the
Bohra Shaykh Abd al-Qayytim b. ‘Isabha’i. I am sure that more manuscripts
of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya must have existed among the Musta‘li-Tayyibi
Isma‘ilis that did not survive. Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya was also lithographed
in 1890 in Bombay and translated into Bohra Gujarati by Mulla ®Abd al-Qadir
b. al-Shaykh Lugmanji for the use of the Bohra community.*

pilgrimage manual devoted to the practice of ziyara (visitation) to shrines of the Imams
and other pious personages. These manuals explain in detail what prayers to recite upon
visiting various shrines and tombs. Renard, Seven Doors,56-58.

 Nchj al-balagha, a collection of “Ali’s political discourses, sermons, letters to
Lis governc.s nd wise sayings, was collected by al-Sharif al-Radi ( d. 406/1016). EP,
s.v. “Ali b. Abi Talib; al-Sharif al-Radi.

** Chittick, The Psalms of Islam, xv.
* Ibid., xviii

“ Poonawala, Biobibliography of Isma‘ili Literature, 362. Sahifa-c Sajjadiyya,
ma%,af bih Sahifa-e kamila, with Hindi (Bohra Gujarati) translation, without the name of
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of reciting them on specific occasions.* Companions of the Prophet used to
ask him for supplications that they could recite on different occasions for
different purposes. These were memorized and collected later on with other
traditions to form part of his sunna (a normative custom of the Prophet).
Al-Baghawi (d. ca 516/1122) in his Masabih al-sunna and al-Tabrizi (d.
743/1342) in his Mishkat al-masabih have provided a good cross section of
those supplications culled from the canonical hadith collections.® The Shi‘a
add to it the supplications of their Imams beginning with °Ali b. Abi Talib.

Ad‘iya manuals were collected from the traditions of the Messenger of
God and from supplications of pious figures during early Islamic history and
grouped together into different categories, such as ad‘iyat al-istighfar wa
'I-tawba (supplications of repentance and seeking forgiveness), ad“iyat al-
isti“adha (supplications for refuge-taking), dhikr Allah wa 'I-tagarrub ilayhi
(remembrance of God and drawing near to Him), ma yaqilu ‘inda ’l-sabah
wa 'l-masa’ wa ’l-manam (what one should pray/say in the morning, the
evening, and bedtime), etc.

Suffice it to state that al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, often called al-Sahifa
al-kamila al-Sajjadiyya, is the oldest ad‘iya manual in Arabic-Islamic
literature.” Tt is a collection of the supplications by Imam °Ali b. Husayn b.

* Chittick, The Psalms of Islam, Xxvi.

¥ Baghawi, Masabih al-sunna, 1, 333-73: English trans. by Matthews and another
by Maulana Fazlul Karim; Tabrizi, Mishkar al-masabih, 1, 686-766; English trans. Robson,
Mishkat al-Masabih, 1, 471-534.

* Sahifa (pl. suhuf), a written piece of paper or skin, is especially applied to the
Qur’an or hadith, or any other document of a solemn nature. For details see Lane,
Lexicon, s.v. s-h-f; EF, s.v. Sahifa.

About the composition of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, its authenticity and location of
its manuscripts, see the English introduction to al-Sahifa al-kamila by Muhammad Husayn
al-Jalali. There are numerous redactions and more than twenty commentaries of this
Sahifa. It was translated into Persian during the Safavid period. The English tanslation of
the whole Sahifa is by William Chittick, The Psalms of Islam. See also EP, s.v. Zayn
al-°Abidin.

Shi‘t authors have composed numerous works, called Ziyaratndma, a kind of

13



Introduction
Imam responded: “Al-Awwah means du‘a’.">

Al-Awwah, therefore, means one who addresses himself with earnest
supplication to God. Al-Qadi al-Numin (d. 363/974) states on the authority
of Imam al-Bagir that beseeching the Lord can be undertaken either before
or after the (obligatory) prayers. Another tradition reported by al-Qadi al-
Nu‘man on the same authority states that supplication after the mandatory
prayer is better than after the supererogatory prayer.”” In his magnum opus
Bihar al-anwar, Muhammad Bagir al-Majlisi (d. ca 1110/ 1699) has devoted
two volumes to this subject and has listed a wide variety of supplications to
be recited on different days and distinct occasions.”®

Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111) considers du‘a’ not
only identical with the worship of God but also essential in man’s relation to
God. In his classic Ihya’ ‘ulim al-din (Revivification of the Religious
Sciences), he devotes a comprehensive chapter on dhikr and du‘a’ wherein
he discusses the merits of invocations, the forms and value of supplication,
and then reports various ad‘iya transmitted from the Prophet and his
Companions for almost every occasion of human life.”’

COLLECTIONS OF THE AD“IYA

Most of the shorter forms of supplication reported from the Messenger of
God and the Imams were spontaneous utterances of the heart, but others,
especially the longer ones, must have been composed with the express purpose

* Kulini, al-Kaft, II, 466. See also Poonawala, The Pillars of Islam, 1, 208, where
al-Qadi al-Nu°man also states on the authority of Imam al-Sadiq that al-awwah means
al-du‘a’. See also Lane, Lexicon, s.v. a-w-h,

* Poonawala, The Pillars of Islam, 1, 208.
% Majlisi, Bihdr al-anwar, vols. 90 and 91.

*' Ghazili, Ihya® “ulim al-din, 1, 301-39. This chapter is translated into English
by K. Nakamura and entitled Ghazali on Prayer.

12
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of God then recited the verse: Your Lord says, “Call on Me and I will
answer you.” * Yet another tradition reported on the authority of Anas b.
Malik reports the Messenger of God as saying: “Supplication is the core of
worship.”®

A tradition transmitted by Tirmidhi (d. 279/892) states that the
Messenger of God was asked which du‘a’ is most readily listened to [by
God}, and he replied, “What is offered in the latter part of the depth of the
night and after the prescribed ritual prayers.”' This accords well with the
Qur’anic statement that the best time for prayer is the middle of the night
when everybody is sleeping. It states: Their sides shun their beds in order to
pray to their Lord in fear and hope; they give to others some of what We
have given them.”

Another tradition transmitted by ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211/827), Ibn
Hanbal (d. 242/855), Tirmidhi and Abii Dawid (d. 275/889) states, “A
supplication made between the adhan (call to prayer) and the igama (the
second call that the time for prayer has come) is not rejected.”

Shi‘T sources provide some of the same traditions and add many more.
Kulini (d. ca 329/941) begins his chapter on du“a® with the following tradition:

Zurara related that Imam al-Bagir said, “God, the Mighty and the Majestic,
says: ‘Those who are too proud to serve Me will enter Hell humiliated.””
The Imam added: “The best form of worship is du‘G>.” Zurira [citing the
Qur’anic verse 9: 114] said: “Abraham was la-awwah* halim*.” The

P sLl 4o e ! . Tabrizi, Mishkar al-masabih, 1, 687-88; English trans. Robson,
Mishkat al-Masabih, 1, 472; Ibn Hanbal, Tirmidhi, Abi Dawud and Nasa’] transmitted it.

Pl C“ sle ) . Tabrizi, Mishkat al-masabih, 1, 688; English trans. Robson,
Mishkat al-Masabih, 1, 472; Tirmidhi transmitted it.

* Tabrizi, Mishkat al-masabih, 1, 305; English trans. Robson, Mishkat al-Masabih,
I, 197.

P Quran 32:16. (.. 4 56 L)

* Abd al-Razzaq, al-Musannaf, 1, 495; Tabrizi, Mishkdt al-masabih, 1, 212;
English trans. Robson, Mishkat al-Masabih, 1, 136.

11
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made by pious persons and prophets; vain prayer of the infidels. The former
is heard and answered by God, as was the case with Abraham and Zachariah”
The latter, addressed to false gods, is niether heard nor answered.”* The best
way to pray is with humility and in seclusion as the Qur®an states: Call on
your Lord humbly and privately- He does not like those who transgress His
bounds® The Quranic usage of du‘a’ is, therefore, identical with that of
‘ibada. ,

All hadith collections, both Sunni and Shi‘i, devote a separate chapter
to supplications (du‘a@’ or da‘awat), their benefits and their various
configurations to suit different occasions and times.” Bukhari (d. 256/870)
begins his chapter on supplications with the following verse of the Qur’an:
Your Lord says, “Call on Me and I will answer you; those who are too proud
to serve Me will enter Hell humiliated.”™ Bukhari, then, adds: “And every
prophet had his supplication answered.” In another tradition God's
Messenger is reported to have said: “Supplication is worship.” The Messenger

¥ Abraham says: Praise be to God, who has granted me Ishmael and Isaac in my
old age: my Lord surely hears all requests! Lord, grant that [ may keep up the prayer,
and so may my offspring. Our Lord, accept my request. Qur’an 14: 39-40. This is an
account of your Lord’s grace towards His servant, Zachariah, when he called to his Lord
secretly, ... . Qur’an 19: 2-9; also 3: 38-39.

X The only true prayer is to Him: those they pray to besides Him give them no
answer ey niore than water reaches the mouth of someone who simply stretches out his
hands for it- it cannot do so: the prayers of the disbelievers are all in vain. Qur’an 13:
14.

®Quran 7: 55. .. K5 1,0

¥ For example, in “Abd al-Razziq’s al-Musannaf, X, 438, it is entitled bab
al-du‘a’; in Bukhari’s Matn al-Bukhdri (i.e., Sahih), IV, 98, it is entitled Kitab al-da‘awar
(the book of invocations}; in Muslim’s Sahih, VI, 62, it is entitled Kitab al-dhikr wa

'I-du‘a’ wa ’l-tawba wa ’l-istighfar. (the book of remembrance, supplication, repentance
and seeking forgiveness {from God}).

7 Qur°an 40: 60.

" Bukhari, Matn al-Bukhari, IV, 98. See also Tabrizi, Mishkdt al-masabih, 1,
686; English trans. Robson, Mishkat al-Masabih, 1, 471, Muslim also transmitted it.

10
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Qur®an),"” hizb" and du‘a’.
DUA°

Du‘@’ (pl. ad‘iya), an infinitive noun of the verb da‘a, literally “to call
upon,” signifies prayer or supplication to God. This word and its various
verbal forms occur more than two hundred times in the Qur’an. In the
Qur’anic usage du‘a always retains its original meaning of invocation, or
supplication addressed to God, either for oneself or for another person. It is
generally in the form of petitioning God humbly to bestow His favor and
blessing on oneself, or a call for imprecation and cursing one’s enemy.” The
Qur’an states: Man prays for evil, as he prays for good: man is ever hasty.”

God has induced His servants to make petition (su’al) and supplication
(du‘@’) by His command when He states: Your Lord says, “Call on Me and |
will answer you; those who are too proud to serve Me will enter Hell
humiliated” * At another place the Qur°an states: [ Propher], if My servants
ask you about Me, I am near. | respond to those who call Me, so let them
respond to Me, and believe in Me, so that they may be guided ™

The practice of du‘a’ is to raise one's supplication to God to the point
that it assumes the meaning of prayer, and it falls into two categories: prayers

" Vird, pl. awrad, is a technical term for supererogatory personal devotion:
obscrved <t a particular time. In- $afism it denotes the recitation of Quranic verses and
prayers composed by the founder of the order at the beginaing of the dhikr session.
Padwick, Muslim Devotions, 20-22: EP, s.v. Wird.

** Hizb, pl. ahzab, a technical term, was originally used for a definite portion of
the Qur’an which the faithful binds himself to recite as 1 form of devotion. Padwick,
Muslim devotions, 23-25; EF, s.v. Hizb.

" Lane, Lexicon, s.v. d-°-w; Renard, Seven Doors, 52.
" Quian 17: 11.Yjne 2 LN 0 S Lot A ) SV
" Quran 40: 60. .. (KILE 2 K U,

2 Qurtan 2: 186. ... ol H f_fu FERUNS U B H N | HY
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law) in Islam is called “ibadat (acts of devotion and religious observances),
which comprises prayer (salar), poor tax (zakat), fasting (sawm) and pilgrimage
(hajj), while the other is called mu‘amalar (laws pertaining to human
intercourse), which comprises business transactions, marriage, divorce,
inheritance, criminal punishments, etc.”” The most esteemed part of man’s
‘ibada is prayer. In a primary school textbook, salat is defined as follows:

The most excellent of the ways of worship is the sala, since it is a pillar of
the faith, and includes within itself the invocation of God, the Most High,
and the declaration of His transcendence, and thanks of Him; and saldt is the
negation of immorality and of blameworthy or insolent conduct, and purifies
and strengthens the body."

Prayer in Islam is divided into two categories: obligatory (farida) and
voluntary (sunna). The former includes the five daily ritual prayers and
various occasional prayers, such as the Friday congregational prayer,
elaborated in all hadith (traditions of the Prophet) and figh manuals. The
latter, on the other hand, is classified into several kinds, such as the sunna
prayers (designated by Prophetic custom and conjoined with every mandatory
prayer) and the ndfila (supererogatory and voluntary) prayers, ' dhikr (reciting
the names of God),” munajat (extempore prayer),'® wird (recitation of the

2 For example see al-Qadi al-Nu°man, Da‘@’im al -Islam; English trans. Poonawala,
The Pillars of Islam. See also EP, s.v. Ibadat, Mutamalat.

" Cited by Padwick, Muslim Devotions, 6, from Duris al-din wa ‘l-akhlaq, a
primary school textbook in Damascus.

" Poonawala, The Pillars of Islam, 1, 258-66.

** Dhikr is a Qur*anic word that means remembrance. It is best known as a form
of SUft ritual that involves the repetition of the names of God and is performed either
solitarily or collectively. EP, s.v. Dhikr; ER, s.v. Dhikr; Renard, Seven Doors, 53-55.

' Munajat, a verbal noun of the form III verb ndjd, and its reciprocal form VI are
used in the Qur’an. It became a technical term for Islamic devotion and piety as well as
mystical experience in the sense of extempore prayer, talking confidentially with the
deity. Munajat of Imam °Ali Zayn al-°Abidin and Sufi saints are quite common. EF, s.v.
Salat, Munadjat; Renard, Seven Doors, 55-56.
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Now, let us turn to a more detailed account of worship (‘ibada) in
Islam.

‘IBADA

‘Ibada, a verbal noun from ‘abada, means an act of worship performed in
obedience to God, in accordance with His command to seek His pleasure.
Thus, any act performed by man in recognition of his proper relationship
with God is called ‘ibada, and it is due only to God, the Creator of the
heavens and the earth. The Qur’an states: I created jinn and mankind to
worship Me (li-ya°budini).” At another place it states: He is Lord of the
heavens and earth and everything in between, so worship Him (fa‘budhu);
be steadfast in worshipping Him."” It is no wonder that the root ““-b-d,” and
its various derivates that occur innumerable times in the Qur®an, is the most
fundamental word for the approach of man to God in Islam." The word
‘abd, meaning a slave, a servant, or a worshipper, and its most commonly
used plural “ibad - as well as the less frequently used °abid-occur numerous
times in the Qur’an.

‘Ibada, generally translated as worship, is, therefore, a general term
for the rites by which man expresses his creatureliness. It is in this sense that
one of the two broad divisions of figh (jurisprudence, the science of religious

*Qur®an 51: 56.
' Qur’an 19: 65.

"' Padwick, Muslim Devotions, 3. This is a good introduction to the subject, and
the author has explained all the Arabic technical terms used in Islamic devotion. Moreover,
it analyses the major themes common to all devotions. For an insightful treatment see the
second chapter entitled, “Devotion: Ritual and Personal Prayer,” in Renard, Seven Doors.
The author concludes with the following remark:

Even a cursory glance at the rich devotional life of Muslims quickly dispels
any impression that Islam is dry, anemic tradition. The varied sentiments
expressed in prayers and in countless evocative and charming images reveal
the vividness and vitality of Islamic devotion.
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who followed their Lord’s guidance, it states: Those are upon guidance from
their Lord, those are the ones who prosper (al-muflihin).* Man is, therefore,
another important concept in the Qur®anic world-view, and it forms the
second pole, which stands face to face with the principal pole, the concept of
God.’

The most important, dynamic and dramatic atmosphere of spiritual
tension in the Quranic weltanschauung, according to Izutsu, is created by
confrontation between the abovementioned two poles: the concept of God
and the concept of man. The relation between these two poles is not only
multifaceted but also bi-lateral, that is, mutually reciprocal. Izutsu has analyzed
these relationships and divided them into four kinds: ontological,
communicative, Lord-servant, and ethical. In order to better understand the
function of the Ad®iya in Islamic worship and its place in Arabic literature,
we will confine ourselves to only one aspect of that relationship, namely the
communicative relation.®

It is through the communicative relation that both God and man are
brought into close contact with each other. Here again, God takes the initiative,
The Qur°an distinguishes between two different types of communication:
verbal and non-verbal. The former kind, issuing from above to below, takes
the form of revelation (wahy),” and from below to above takes the form of
du‘a’ (generally translated as “prayer,” which is the most iutimate personal
conversation of the heart with God.* The latter type, i.e., non-verbal
communication, from God to man, consists of the Divine act of sending
down the miraculous signs (@yaf), and from man to God takes the form of
ritual worship (salat).

times in the Qur°an.

* Qur’an 2:5 and several other verses under the root “f-I-h” and “f-w-z.” See
also Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an, 108.

* Izutsu, God and Man, 75.
*Ibid., 76-77.

7 Ibid., 185-93.

*Ibid., 193-97.
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INTRODUCTION

GOD AND MAN

In his classic work entitled God and Man in the Koran: Semantics of the

Koranic Weltanschauung, Toshihiko Izutsu has outlined man’s personal
relation with God from the perspective of the Qur’anic world-view through
semantic analysis of its key-terms. The world of the Qur°an being theocentric,
the whole system revolves around the concept of God, the only Supreme
Reality. God stands in the center of the universe of being, and all other
things are His creatures, hence they are infinitely inferior in the hierarchy of
being.!

In contrast to the God of Greek philosophy that stands totally aloof
from mankind, the God of the Qur°an does not subsist in His glorious self-
sufficing solitude, but deeply involves Himself in human affairs.* To put it
differently, the Qur°an is equally concerned with man, his guidance (hidaya)
and his success (falah, fawz), both in this life and the hereafter. It states: The
Qur’an was sent down as guidance (hud”) for mankind, and as clear signs
of guidance and distinguishing between right and wrong.’ Referring to those

' Tzutsu, God and Man, 75. For « masterful analysis of the ethical terms in the
Qur°in and their various connotations see his Ethico-Religious Concepts in the Qur’an.
*Tzutsu, God and Man, 95.

* Qurau 2:185. Various derivatians from the root “h-d-y” eccur over two hundred
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