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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Salma Mahmoud Saad for Masters of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title: The Algerian Revolution as reflected in the novels of Taher WATTAR,
(from the fifties to the early nineties)

This dissertation deals with the literature of Taher Wattar, a contemporary
Algerian novelist, short story writer and Dramatist, who writes in Arabic. He has
witnessed as well as participated in the Algerian Revolution. His writings reflect the
social and political issues of Algeria from the fifties to the early nineties.

The aim of this thesis is to study the Algerian Revolution in its different stages
as reflected in the novels of Taher Wattar.

His eight novels, all that he has published so far, can be divided into three
categories, based on the political changes that have taken place in Algeria since the
initiation of the Revolution:

In the first category comprising The Ace, The Mule's Wedding, The Fisherman
and The Castle and Romana, leftist characters call for the application of Communism
and Socialism in Algeria.

In the second category comprising The Earthquake and Loving and Dying in
the Harrachie 's Erag, the leftists call for the application of the Agricultural Revolution
in Algeria along communist lines.

In the third category comprising An Experience in Love and The Candle and
The Taverns, the leftist falls into disappointment because the Algerian Government
failed to apply the Communist systems and to implement the Agricultural Revolution.
In this third stage of disappointment, we are able to see the soctal, political and
intetlectual background in Wattar’s novels to the present fundamentalist movement in
Algeria.
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