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ABSTRACT

Islamic Shari'a is one of the most important factors contributing to our cultural

thinking. This premise represents the primary basis of this study. Islamic Shari'a rules

embody a very rich philosophical content for generating logically and practically

acceptable interpretations for any phenomenon or concept. If the entity, continuity,

periodicity and monetary unit concepts were given an Islamic philosophical

interpretation they would inevitably be built on three essential dimensions: 1) ethical;

2) social and; 3) harmonious/integrative. The ethical dimension suggests that

accounting postulates are not abstract concepts. They ought to have ethically realistic

counterparts. There should not be any existence for these postulates without ethical

connotations based on Islamic Shari'a rules. The social dimension requires a preference
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for society’s interest over the individual’s interest, accompanied by an adequate
motivation for individual initiative as long as it is consistent with the society’s interest.
Finally, accounting postulates based on Islamic Shari'a rules inevitably exhibit a state
of harmony and integration. For an independent entity to be characterized by an ethical
orientation and devotion to the society, this entity ought to be a continuous one. In turn,
the continuation of the entity requires maintenance of its capital in real terms. These
real terms are satisfied through the use of gold in any measurement unit instead of the
monetary unit or the purchasing power unit. For adequate maintenance of capital there
ought to be a periodic evaluation.
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