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ment de la paraphrase arabe des Enneades", Bulletin de 1'Institut d'Egypte,
vol. XXIII, 1941, pp. 263-295.

(8)- We have dealt with' the question of the hierarchy of knowledge in
Islam in many of our studies, including Science and Civilization in Islam,
New York, 1970, pp. 21-91.

(9)- Concerning Qadi Sa"id see H. Corbin, En Islam iranien, vol. IV, Pa-
ris, 1972, pp. 123-301; and H. Corbin and S.J. Ashtiyani (eds.), Antholo-
gie des philosophes iraniens, vol. III, Tehran, 1978, pp. 1-196 of the
Persian and Arabic and also the beginning of the French, where parts of
these glosses have been printed along with selections of writings of other

Persian philosophers of the 11th/17th century.

(10)- On Mulla Muhsin Fayd , see S.H. Nasr, "The School of Isfahan", in
M.M.Sharif (ed.), A History of Muslim Philosophy, vol. II, 1966, pp. 904-
932.

(11)- See S.H. Nasr, Sadr al-Din Shirazi and His Transcendent Theosophy,
London, 1978, and "Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra)" in M. M. Sharif
(ed.) op. cit., pp. 932-961; H. Corbin, En Islam iranien, vol. IV, pp.
9-122.

(12) - Corbin calls the ishrng school founded by Suhrawardi "les pla-
tonistes de Perse". See his En Islam iranien, vol. II, Paris, 1971, de-
voted to Suhrawardl and sub-titled "Sohrawardi et les Platoniciens de

Perse".

(13)- On Mulla Rajab “All Tabrizl see H. Corbin, La philosophie irani-

enne et la philosophie comparee, Tehran, 1978, pp. 102-103.




NOTES

(1)- The first Western 'scholar in modern times to have definitely iden-
tified al-Shaykh al-Yunani as Plotinus was Th. Haarbrucker. See CA.
Badawi, Plotinus apud Arabes, Theologia Aristotelis et fragmenta quae
supersunt, Cairo, 1955, p. 1 of general introduction. In his intro-
duction, Badawi gives an extensive account of the history of the "dis-

covery" of the "Theology of Aristotle" in modern times.

(2)- The Arabic text of the Uthulujiya was printed for the first time
by F. Dieterici (Leipzig, 1882) and again by “A. Badawi, op.cit.

(3)- Ibn Sina's glosses, which are the best known by a Muslim author
on the Uthulujlxa, were echted by Ca. Badawi in his Arlfstu €ind al-
arab, Cairo, 1947, pp. 35-74; they have been translated and studied
in French by G. Vajda, "Les notes d'Avicenne sur la "Theologie d'Aris-
tote' " , Ia Revue Thamiste, vol. 51, 1951, pp. 346-406 and S. Pines,
"la longue recnsion de la theologie d'Aristote dans ses rapports avec

la doctrine ismaelienne”, Revue des Ftudes Islamiques, vol. 22, 1954,
pp. 7-20.

(4)~ It must be mentioned that the latin translation (most likely through
the intermediary of Italian from the Arabic Uthulujiya under the direc-
tion of Franciscus Roseus arnd with the title Sapientissimi philosophi

Aristotelis Stagiritae Theologia, sive Mystica philosophia secu—dum
Aegyptios, noviter reperta et en latinum castigatissime redacta, Rome,

1519) was itself influential in the further spread of interest in Neo-
platonism in certain circles in the West. On the Iatin translation of
the Arabic Uthulujiya see Badawi, Plotinus apud arabes, pp. 3 ff.

(5)- See P. Henry, "Vers la reconstitution de 1l'enseignement oral de
Plotin", Academie royale de Belgique, Bulletin de la classe des let-
tres, ser. XXIITI, no. 5, 1937, pp. 310-342.

(6)- On this question see Badawi, Plotinus apud arabes, pp. 24 ff.

(7)- This fact was discovered by P. Kraus and mentioned in his well-
known study, "Plotin chez les arabes.  Remarques sur un nouveau frag-



The present volume is an outgrowth of the research which S.J.
Ashtiyani has been carrying out in collaboration with H. Corbin over
the past several years, to prepare an anthology of the writings of Per-
sian philosophers since the Safavid period. It marks one more major
contribution of Ashtiyani to the domain of Islamic philosophy, to which
he has contributed so extensively during the past two decades. In pre-
paring the present text, Ashtiyani has made use of the following manus-
cripts:

1- Manuscript no. 27827 belonging to the Majlis Library in Teh-

ran. This work is in the handwriting Abu Talib ibn Muharmad

Radi and belonged to Aga CAlI Mudarris, the famous philosopher

of the Qajar period.

2- Manuscript no. 1030 of the Lihrary of Sayyid Miharmad Mish-
kat presented to the Central Iibrary of Tehran University, writ-
ten in 1177 in Karbela.

3- Manuscript no. 21688 of the Library of the Faculty of Theo-
logy of Ferdowsi University (Mashhad).

The Imperial Iranian Academv is pleased to be able to include
in its publications series the text of this masterpiece of plotinus,
which is the source ' of one of the profoundest links between Islam and
the Western intellectual tradition, along with the commentary of one
of the great luminaries of Islamic thought in its later flowering. This
commentary reoresents — the meditation of the later Islamic sages
upon Plotinus and also the parting of ways, after the end of the Middle
Ages, between Islamic philosophy and the mainstream of Western thought.
May the study of Plotinus and meditation upon the echoes of his teach-
ings in both East and West,aid in bringing to life once again that wis-
dom in whose bosom alone can East and West meet in harmony and true
understanding.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Tehran

Dhu'l-gadah 1397 (A.H.)
November 11977 (A.D.)



Mulla Muhsin Fayd received knowledge of the Uthulujiya fram his
master and, although he did not write on the work himself, must have
transmitted to Qadi Sa“id an oral knowledge concerning the text as well
as a special interest in its content. Qadi Sa“id studied the "Trans-
cendent Theosophy" as well as Sufism and éﬁgﬂ with Mulla Muhsin Fayd
but is known more as an outstanding expositor of Sufism than c')f the .
"Transcendent Theosophy". In philosophy he was in fact also influenced
by Mulla Rajab Al Tabrizi, who was opposed to the position of Mulla
Sadra and followed a more Peripatetic line. (13)
{]thl_lll_lj iyg-, Qac.ﬁ sa®id reveals this background. In some passages, he

In his Glosses upon the

makes use of the teachings of Sufism, especially that form of Sufism
which cambines the teachings of Ibn CArabl with specifically.ShiCite
teachings issuing fram the ShiCite Imams. In other places, he negates
the theses of Mulla Sadra but also criticizes Ibn Sina, whose glosses
upon the Uthﬁlﬁj iza he seems to have known well. As a matter of fact
the commentary of Qadi Sa®id can be fully understood only in the light
of the earlier camentary of Ibn Sina on the one hand,and the teachings
of the "School of Isfahan" on the other.

Qadi Sa®Id has unfortunately left his cammentary upon the Uthu-
lujiya inécmplete, ending his glosses with the fourth book (maymar).
This is one of several of his important works which he left unfinished.
Another is Asrar al-Cibadat (Mysteries of Worship), a masterly study
of the esoteric significance of the Islamic rites. Despite this fact,
however, Qadi sa®Id's work must be considered as an important philoso-
phical treatise in its own right and, after the glosses of Ibn Sina,
praobably the most notable commentary written by an Islamic¢ thinker upon
the celebrated "Theology of Aristotle”, a work whose influence is so
visible in the pages which record the later destiny of the intellectual
life of both the Islamic world and the West.




the Arabic title of this work and to posit other readings for uthulu-
jixé. Some have called it abulﬁjizg meaning "apology" and others atu-
1531)55, fram the Greek aitiologia 'meaning the science of causes. 1In
both cases, such reading can be arrived at by merely changing the dots
in the Arabic orthography of uthulujiya. But there is no cogent proof
for such assertions and it seems that the title uthﬁlﬁjiyg is defini-
tely correct. In fact, it was as a result of the title of this book
that later Islamic philosophers became familiar with this term and oc-
casionally used it as the name for a science rather than the title of
a particular book. In this, as in so many other ways, the "Theology
of Aristotle" came to leave an indelible mark upon Islamic thought and

found a permanent hame for itself in the citadel of Islamic intellectu-

al life.

+
+ +
+ + +
The cammentator of the "Theology...", whose glosses appear for

‘the first time in a modern edition in this volume, stands in a long
line of Persian Islamic philosophers who were intellectually akin to
the sages of the Pythagorean-Platonic tradition of Antiquity. Qadl

Sa “ia Qumnu(g) who died in 1103/1691 was a student of Mulla Mu.hsm
Fayd Kashani, (10) himself one of the foremost disciples of qadr al-
Din Shlra21, the great master of the "School of Isfahan" and the foun-
der of a new intellectual perspective in Islam which he called al—hlk-
mat al-mita® aliyah, the"Transcendent 'I’heosophy o(11) Sadr al-Din, who
had synthesized various schools such as Peripatetic philosophy, illu-
minationist (ishragi) theosophy, kalam and Cirfan into a new intellec-
tual perspective, was well-versed in the teachings of Neoplatonism not
only through the works of Suhraward_i(lz) but also through direct study
of Neoplatonic texts. Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra) was especial-
ly devoted to the Uthl_lll;lj iya, which he had studied'thoroughly. He
even attributed many of his own teachings such as "trans-substantial"
motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah) to the author of the Uthuluj iya.




to the basic thesis of Islamic thought, which is the Unity of the Truth.
B it as it may, there is no doubt that from the Islamic point of view any
form of knowledge which) is legitimate and which, since it is true, has
been allowed to enter the citadel of Islam, cannot contradict other
forms of "legitimate" knowledge but can only camplement them. Islam
sees various valid intellectual perspectives as complementary and as
standing in a hierarchy dependent upon the mode of the knower (per mo-
dem cognescentis in Scholastic Terms) and the quality of the knowledge
in question. Byt it does not admit the possibility of authentic modes
of knowledge which are at the same time contradictory. (8) The attempt
to harmonize the teachings of the Platonic and Aristotelian schools,

both of which were considered "legitimate" forms of wisdam and integra-
ted into the intellectual world of Islam, was therefore quite natural
and a direct consequence of the nature of the Islamic perspective it-
self. Islam saw in these schools not two contradictory philosophies,
but two different modes of knowledge, corresponding to the "lesser"

and the "greater" mysteries, and thus standing on different levels in
the hierarchy of knowledge. The "Theology of Aristotle", a work which
was at once Neoplatonic and considered to be by Aristotle, seemed to
provide an historical "justification" and "prod6f" for the existence of
different modes of knowledge and legitimate schools of thought and wis-
dom. The Islamic intellectual figures in fact held the existence of

these modes to be practically self evident and a direct consequence of
the Islamic doctrine of Unity (tawhid).

A word must also be said concerning the use of the word "theo-
logy" (uthﬁlﬁj ixa) . The word theology as used in Western 1anguages
does not correspond exactly to any particular Islamic science although
usually  the word "_kLgm" is rerdered as "theology”. But there is al-
s6 much theology in the Western sense to be found in what is technically
called traditional philosophy or falsafah, especially the aspect deal-
ing with "Divine Wisdom" (al-hikmat al-ilahiyyah), which can be trans-
lated literally as "theosophy'.'. The use of the title "theology" itself
is extremely rare in Islam except in connection with this particular
work .of Plotinus. This fact has led certain Western scholars to doubt




The Arabic text of the "Theology of Aristotle" camprises the
last three books of the Enneads as they are known in their Greek ver-—
sion. But it is not identical with the Greek text, which is the re-
cension of the teachings of Plotinus by his celebrated student Porphyry.
As a matter of fact, research during the past four decades by such
scholars as P. Henry ) seems to indicate that the Arabic "Theology..."
is not the translation of Porphyry's recording of his masters teachings
as found in the Enneads, but the translation of a text by another stu-
dent of Plotinus, most likely Amelius, who antedates Porphyry. (6) Such
scholars claim, therefore, that the "Theology..." represents an inde-

pendent view of the oral teachings of Plotinus and is an extremely

precious document, camplementing the well-known version of the Enneads
as the principal source of knowledge for the teachings of the founder

of Neoplatonism.

The Arabic version of the "Theology..." based upon a lost Greek
version was translated by Ibn N§c imah al-Himsi probably for al—KindJ'_.,
and possibly with al-Kindi's own assisbanc.:e. ' At first it was not re-
ferred to as a work of Aristotle and only during the generations fol-
lowing al-Kindi did it come to be firwmly "established" as a work of the
Stagirite. It seems that more of the thought of Plotinus was trans-
lated into Arabic than is contained in the "Theology....", as can be
seen by a study of the Risalah £i'1-Cilm al-ilahi 1i'l-Farabi (Trea-
tise on Divine Knowledge of al-Farabi),which is a spurious work attri-

buted to Farabi. (7)

It might be asked why over the ages the Muslims believed this
work to be by Aristotle,and in fact why some traditional Islamic philo-
sophers continue to do so even today. Some have considered this to be
an historical accident, which then caused a figure such as Farabi to
write his al-Jam" bayn ra'ay al-hakimayn Aflatun al-ilahi wa Aristu
(Harmony between the Views of the Two Philosog.)hers, the Divine Pl.;to
and Aristotle) in an attempt to harmonize the views of Plato and Aris-
totle, which meant also Neoplatonism and Aristotelianism. Others con-
sider this attribution to be providential in as much as it gave support




INTRODUCTION

Perhaps no figure from the Graeco-Alexandrian world has left
as profound a mark upon Islamic intellectual life as Plotinus, even
if one considers the extensive influence of such other pivotal figures
as Plato and Aristotle. But whereas Plato was known to the Muslims
by his name in its Arabized form as Aflatun and Aristotle was known
as Aristd or Aristutalis and entitled the "First Teacher"”, -Plotinus
hardly.ever appea:;'s.on the stage of Islamic history under hiw own nare.
Although the name Flutinus does appear in a few texts here and there
such as the Fihrist oé Ibn Nadim, Plotinus came to be known generally
under the title of the "Shaykh of the Greeks" (al-Shaykh al-yunani)
and was identified as the aut-hor of the "Theology of Aristotle" ( al-

Uthﬁlﬁjiza), Therefore from the generation following al-Kindi in

the 4th/10th century Plotinus was considered to be the same person as
s (1)

Stagirite.

The influence of Plotinus upon the Islamic world is based al-
most completely upon a single text, namely the Uthulujiya, which is
printed in this volume with the commentary of the Safavid philosopher
and gnostic, Qa-ldI 5a°id Qummi. (2)

sions in the most far-flung intellectual circles imaginable. It was

But this single work had repercus-

read by the Peripatetic philosophers such as Ibn Sina, who in fact
wrote a set of glosses upon it. 3} 1t was also known by Isma ili and
other shifite philosophers and theologians, such as the group of philo-
sophers and scholars known as the Ikhwan al-Safa', and by Nasir-i Khus-
raw. It was even studied by certain theologians such as- Shal:lristani
and Ghazzali and its contemplative aspects meditated upon and inteqra-
ted into certain perspectives of Sufism by Ibn CArabf, Sadr al-Din
Qunyawi , “Abd al-Karim al-Jili and other masters of Islérnic gnosis.

It was also carefully studied by such later figures of Islamic thought
as Sadr al-Din Shirazi, who quotes often fram it in his E@ In
faci.:, it might be said that it was Islamic spirituality with its marked
gnostic (Cirfgnf) character that revived the teachings of this sage

of Graeco~Hellenistic Antiquity and made him and his school celebrated

not only in the Islamic world but also in the West. (4)
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