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Abstract

Reforming the religious education is not a new call. Rather. it
appeared at the beginning of the 20th century abreast with the Reformation
Movement.

The book handles this topic in two parts by two authors. The first
part studies the basic phenomena of the crises. it tries to identify the
concepts on which they are built. Then it studies the early rise of the
educational research in religious sciences, how 1o deal with the pedagogical
approaches, their aims and the relation of the text with history for building
religious knowledge trying to attain formation of the educational content.

This part also deals with the prooblems of teaching as well as its
methoeds and instructional aids. It inquires: “Why do we always concentrate
on the epistemological side rather than the side of creating skills? It alsc
handles the problems resulting from neglecting the use of instructional aids
and the methods of rectification. Then it presents a new view for
developing the methods of teaching religious sciences.

The second part of the book deals with the crisis of religious
teaching in Islamic universities because it is the key to reforming the
religious/social reformation. This is because the academic religious
education is the source for those who take up all the forms of this
education. The writer of this part supports his research by making a survey
of the opinions of university professors and graduates in Syria, Morocco
and Malaysia.

This part also studies the phenomena of religious teaching at
universities and attributes it to the material and technological retardation as
well as the moral deterioration, doubting values and history and the absence
of the intellectual immunity. The author believes that there are external
causes of the crises related to a political influence on the curriculums
aiming at eradicating all traditional institutes after independence was
gained. There are also intemal causes, which spring from the particular
environment of religious education and are related 1o its particularity, bulky
content, historical depth and the variation of its fields and channels of
specialization. For the urgent need of the research, the writer of this part
studies the crisis of religious education during the pre-university stage and
the challenges it faces. He concludes his research with suggestions for
reformation

In conclusion, each researcher gives a reply to the other and
comments on what he has written.
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