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Syrian Land (Bilad al-Sham) in the 18th and 19th Century, organized by Thomas Philip, Erlagen,
July 1998, published in 1997.
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peninsula in addition to Dutch and Portuguese controlled vessels. "

Indian ships were known to carry goods north to Suez for French and other merchants
periodically during the 17th and 18th centuries. In 1670 the ra’is Ahmed owned two Indian
ships at Suez, and in 1682, port chronicles mention a markab hindi, or Indian sailing ship,
anchored in the harbor there.!* In 1762, a foreign visitor noted that of the 14 ships that
operated between Suez and Jidda, most were built in Suez where the industry was flourishing,
but by the later 18th century, a French traveller commented that most Arab ships in the Red Sea
were built in India."® For much of the 17th and 18th centuries, strong commercial ties existed
between Egypt and India, and it would not be surprising to find that Indian shipbuilding
techniques were adopted by local Egyptian builders.

Could the Sadana Island ship be Indian or of local Egyptian construction? We know only
that the Sadana ship was not built according to traditional Mediterranean or European
construction practices at the time. It does not resemble Dutch, Portuguese, or English ships
active in the Indian Qcean, and it is unlike what we know of Indian Qcean sewn ships of the
time. When the wood used in building the ship is identified, we may learn more about where
the materials for shipbuilding came from, but in a wood-poor region like the Red Sea, even
wood was transported long distances by ship, either from Alexandria or further ports to the east,
so it is not a reliable indicator of origin.

The continuing excavation of the Sadana Island shipwreck furnishes an opportunity to
explore the nature of the ship, its cargo, and its crew and master. It also ensures that this part
of Egypt’s nautical heritage will be investigated and preserved.

3 C.G. Brouwer, "Non-western Shipping Movements in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
during the 2nd and 3rd Decades of the 17th Century, According to Records of the Dutch East
India Company, Part 1," Die Welt des Islams, Vol. 31, 105-167; "Part I1," Die Welt des Islams,
Vol. 32, 6-40.

4 A. Raymond, Artisans et Commercants au Caire au XVIE siécle, (Damascus: 1973),
Vol. I, 110, n. 5.

15 Ibid., 110.
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from the Red Sea," according to Captain Alexander Ilamilton, writing in 1723.°

Carsten Niebuhr's travel records in the Red Sea in 1762 will be important in gaining
perspective on the Sadana Island ship’s role in the region's commerce.!® Niebuhr describes the
ships of the Red Sea, and notes that many were built in Suez shipyards of wood, iron and rope
brought in from Cairo and Alexandria, Such ships could carry up to 1,000 tons, and as many
as 600 passengers (typically pilgrims to Jidda). Another traveler notes the presence of Arab-run
ships that were of Indian construction and far more expensive to build than comparable Nile or
Mediterranean ships. Between 30 and 40 ships made the trip between Suez and Jidda each year;
of these, 15 to 20 could carry more than 900 tons. Yet another traveler points out that the
French and other European traders sent the red dye cochineal, paper, European fabrics and
foods, and bullion to the Red Sea in exchange for coffee, spices, drugs, myrrh and incense,
Indian cotton fabrics and Chinese silk and porcelain. It is thus clear that the Sadana Island ship
was headed north on its last voyage with a cargo intended for trans-shipment to Cairo and
beyond.

The presence of large (30-50 meter long) porcelain-carrying shipwrecks at Sadana Island,
Sharm al Shaykh!! and another looted site near Hurgada in the northern Red Sea suggests that
there was a strong interest in moving Chinese porcelain and other goods by sea north of Jidda,
a point traditionally seen as the terminus of the sea trade from the Indian Ocean during this
time.'? Egyptians under Ottoman suzerainity controlled what was effectively internal trade until
the late 18th century when European shipping began operating between Suez and Jidda.

Much of the Red Sea trade reached Egypt by a complicated route. Ships obtained
cargoes in China and Indonesia, and often transshipped their gaods at other centers such as Surat
in India. From there, Indian and other ships caught the spring monsoons and headed for Mocha
and other Red Sea ports, carrying local products as well as Far Eastern luxuries such as
porcelain. In the first part of the 17th century, Mocha and Jidda were the destinations of ships
from Arabia, East Africa, Southeast Asia, and, especially, from both sides of the Indian

* A. Hamilton, A New Account of the East Indies (Edinburgh: 1723), 41-42.

10 C. Niebuhr, Beschreibung von Arabien (Copenhagen: 1772); Niebuhr, Reisebeschreibung
nach Arabien und andern umliegenden Landern, Vol. I (Copenhagen: 1774); and T. Hansen,
Arabia Felix: The Danish Expedition of 1761-1767 (London: 1964).

1 A. Raban, "The Shipwreck Off Sharm-el-Sheikh," Archaeology Vol. 24, No. 2 (1971),
146-155.

12 B, McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812," in H. Inalcik and D. Quataert (eds.),
An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire: 1300-1914 (Cambridge: 1994), 637-
758; J. Raby, "The Porcelain Trade Routes," in R. Krahl and J. Ayers (eds.), Chinese Ceramics
in the Topkapi Saray Museumn (Istanbul: 1986), Vol. 1, 55-63.
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length of the hull from keel to upper deck are unusual for their robustness.

During the 1996 season, we identified three levels of knees that probably supported deck
beams and may indicate that the ship had three separate decks. A separate stowage compartment
sectioned off by bulkheads was documented just aft of midships; the large transport jars (zéila’)
seem to have been stored here. At what seems to be the midships section, an arrangement of
transverse planking supported a large shaft fastened to it by two large iron bands. Large
quantitites of rope up to 5 cm thick surrounded this assembly.

Summary and Conclusions

The Sadana Island excavations have allowed us a far better understanding of both Red
Sea trade and a single ship represen-tative of the largest type of ship active in the Ottoman Red
Sea of the second half of the 18th century. An inscribed copper basin with a date equivalent to
1755/6 CE gives us a firm link for exploring the historical aspects of Red Sea trade during this
period although slightly earlier documents are also important in its study.

The Sadana Istand shipwreck is exciting to work on because it reveals a mini-history of
Red Sea trade that dovetails into the greater scheme of international commerce between East and
West. Richard Kilburn, a private scholar who examines the papers of England’s famed East
India Company, shared an excerpt from a letter of instruction to the men who would purchase
the cargo for the Princess Amelia. The supercargoes bought Chinese porcelain in Canton to be
sold in Mocha, a principle port for Red Sea and East African traders, in the fall of 1724,

CHINAWARE 300 to 350 chests. Tis impossible to give particular or full
Instructions for providing this Article...One General Rule must always be
observed, and that is, never to pack a peice of Ware that hath the figure of
Humane Species, or any Animal wlatsoever, and as formerly the Color’d ware
prevailed, so it is more than probable that it still doth, the red and gold used to
be most in esteems, & three quarters of the colour’d Sortments with one quarter
of blew & white was the customary package of the whole parcel.

This letter could be, with the exception of the amount of porcelain, a description of the
Sadana ship’s porcelain cargo as it exists today. Mocha, Princess Amalia’s destination, is one
of two likely loading points for the ship, the other being Jidda, the port of Mecca.
Contemporary accounts of Mocha describe a busy harbor populated with "English Free
Merchants, Portugueze, Banyans and Moors, and by Vessels from Bossorah, Persia and Muskat
in Arabia petrea," all of whom sought to trade in coffee and, "some Drugs, such as Myrrh,
Olibanum or Frankincense from Cassin, and Aloes Soccatrina from Socotra, liquid Storax, white
and yellow Arsenick, some Gum Arabick and Mummy; with some Balm of Gilead, that comes
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of the ship. They almost certainly carried stores of dry foods or water for the crew and
passengers, and originally were closed with wooden lids, one of which has been recovered,
Three different shapes have so far been recorded. Clay pipes, a red-slipped tobacco holder,
incense burners, handled jars, and a small spouted pot also survived to help us understand the
vessel’s final voyage.

Other containers on the site included green and brown glass (square case bottles and
round wine bottles, respectively)., Archaeologists recovered copper cooking and food serving
wares; a coffee pot, two tripod grills lined with a ceramic insulator, a kettle, ewers, and cooking
pots that probably were used aboard the vessel. Copper'metal also was used in the manufacture
of a large pulley wheel and a lidded box, possibly an expanding lantern.

Finds of large and small container lids, rope, wood, charcoal, and coconut shelis
detonstrate the variety of organic materials that were well preserved on site. These finds are
especially important as we suspect that much of the ship’s original cargo was organic.
Archaeobotanical studies contribute tremendously to our understanding of shipping activity from
all periods because they provide hard evidence for cargo, shipboard life, trade routes and even
seasonality, and we incorporate such studies throughout the excavation.

Separating organic remains from sediment is a tedious but simple procedure known as
bucket flctation; gross morphological features and sections of recovered seeds are compared to
modern ones for identification just as pottery designs can be compared to known examples.
Systematic examination of all jar contents and dark-colored deposits produced pepper,
cardamom, nutmeg, coriander, coffee beans, hazelnuts, olive stones, aromatic resin and weed
seeds from the ship’s last voyage. In addition, bones from several animals, including sheep or
goat and domestic fowl, inform us about shipboard diet.

The Huil

The largest artifact at the Sadana Island site is the ship itself. Because the ship split open
along its central longitudinal axis, we can look at its interior construction relatively easily, once
the heavy sand overburden is removed, By studying its construction details and features, we are
producing a record of an unknown ship type. Despite a long history of contact between
Europeans, Egyptians, and others who sailed the western Indian Ocean and Red Sea, separate
shipbuilding traditions continued. The Sadana Island ship is an example of a type that is
non-European, non-Arab, and non-Mediterrancan. The massive timbers used to build it suggest
ample supplies near its home shipyard; wood identifica-tion may help to pinpoint the
geographical origin of hull components.

The hull is characterized by the use of massive timbers joined by iron fastenings (Fig.
12). All that remains of the fastenings are the empty molds where the iron has completely
decayed, but we can recover the measurements and locations of such fastenings. In so doing,
we find the ship to be fastened rather lightly. Frames and floor timbers are spaced somewhat
farther apart than those seen in other contemporary hulls, and the stringers that transverse the
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similarities with examples from the Topkapi collection.

In the Topkapi collection, a bowl with vine-leaf-shaped medallions and another with
spiralling blue panels from Sadana are dated to the second half of the 18th century and 1730-60
respectively.” Parallels for Sadana Island bowl 2-65 and its lid are dated to 1725-30, however,
and the conflicting dates demonstrate some of the problems in dating Chinese export wares of
this period (Fig. 6). Topkapi Saray Museum bowl TKS 4099 and cover TKS 4062 feature day
lilies and chrysanthemums in a framework of underglaze blue leaves, flowering grasses, and
panels and, though 15% larger, are otherwise almost identical to the Sadana example.?

More than 70 smaller bowls of two styles also featured colors applied after firing. On
one, a fence, decorative rocks, and floral elements are easily seen in blue; the other is decorated
with flowers and floral sprays on the outside while inside a central rosette of 10 alternating light
and dark "petals” and, at the rim, a now-invisible diaper border enclosing blue-flowered panels
complete the design. The catalogue of enamelled wares also embraces shallow dishes and plates
of three sizes, now only white, but originally possessing a floral border and design brilliantly
painted with other colors (Fig. 7). The plates and dishes with bracket-lobed and ridged rims
have six pendants that extend to the cavetto.

Dates for Sadana Tsland porcelain span a century according to traditional interpretations,
but it is unlikely that the porcelain itself was made over such a long period and traded only after
1750. Because porcelain wares within this period rarely bear reign marks that could provide a
precise date, it is likely that the Sadana Island ship’s cargo eventually will help resolve new and
existing questions about Qing Dynasty chronology. An exciting find in 1996 offers new
evidence for dating the porcelain as an inscription on copper pot 6-48 includes the AH date
1169, equivalent to 1755/6 AD (Fig. 8).

Less finely made than the porcelain, but as varied, are more than 850 earthenware water
vessels (qulal) of at least 20 different designs and shapes, Some pieces seem to imitate the
shapes of metal objects (Fig. 9); applied strips and dots of clay enhance an elaborate pitcher
(Fig. 10). Some shapes resemble waterpipe bowls or goblets (Fig. 11); still others have filters
at the junction of neck and body, All are made of a thin, gray/brown fabric designed to allow
water to evaporate through it quickly, thus cooling the remaining water.

Jars glazed with either green or brown, large and small glazed and plain clay bowls and
a yellow and brown glazed bowl with a central spiral and lotus-like blossoms on "arms”
extending from the center illustrate a variety of shapes whose origin has not yet been
determined. More than 40 zila’, storage jars about 90 cm high, were stored in the central part

7 Krahl and Ayers, op. cit., 1296, No. 3343; 1339, No. 3525,
8 Ibid., 1216, No. 3011.
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Summary of Finds

Ceramic objects, both earthenware and porcelain, comprise the largest single class of
artifacts excavated to date, About 500 porcelain objects represent a special class of export wares
created by kiln centers in China for the Middle Eastern market. Religious injunctions against
the representation of human figures meant that most porcelain sold in the Middle East featured
floral designs, and agents for cargoes destined for' the Red Sea were strongly warned against
buying any other type. The Topkapi Saray Museum in Istanbul offers the closest comparative
collection for the Sadana porcelain; many pieces are virtually identical.* Monochrome glazed,
enamelled, and blue-and-white decorated wares allow us to look at the variety of Chinese
porcelain known and used in the Ottoman world.

The Sadana collection includes the popular blue-and-white porcelain traded to Europe and
elsewhere in large numbers. So far, about one-quarter of the porcelain excavated is decorated
solely with underglaze blue. About 160 large blue-and-white, often referred to as bakdounis,
or "parsley”, dishes decorated with a floral motif on the interior and two bare branches pn the
exterior measure either 34.4 cm or 37.8 cm in diameter (Fig. 2). These dishes are the same size
as those represented in the Topkapi collection and elsewhere.® Two other saucer-shaped dish
designs also at Sadana are common in the Topkapi as well as other collections of Chinese export
ware. 5

Small, handleless cups for coffee drinking make up the next largest class of porcelain
objects (Fig. 3-5). Nearly 200 cups of about 20 different designs include cobalt blue, celadon
and monochrome brown glazed examples, one brown glazed type having a quatrefoil medaltion
filled by an underglaze blue plum-family blossom. On many of the cups, only the underglaze
blue decoration remains of a pattern once bright with enamelled colors such as red, yellow,
green or gold, a style sometimes called Chinese Imari.

Enamel colors rarely are found on pieces that come from the sea, but with patience and
raking light, it is possible to trace their original location on the porcelains because they last long
enough to protect the glazed surface from the effects of salt water. This kind of work must be
done after the object has been desalinalted and partially dried, so only some of the Sadana pieces
have had their "ghosting" defined. Intricate ghosting on several pieces again show strong

4 R. Krahl and J. Ayers, Chinese Ceramics in the Topkapi Saray Musewm Istanbul IlI, Qing
Dynasty Porcelains (London: 1986).

5 Ibid., 1026, No. 2208. See also, J. Carswell, Chinese Ceramics in the Sadberk Hanim
Museum (Istanbul: 1995), 94,

¢ Krahl and Ayers, op. cit., 1072, No. 2405 and 1073, No. 2408; B. Westfeld, B.
Gyllensvord and J. Weibull, Porcelain from the East Indiamnan Gotheborg (Wiken: 1991), 256
ff; Carswell, op. cit., 86.
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Ottoman-period vessel near Safaga,? whose excavation began in 1995.% In addition to offering
information about a poorly documented period in the northern Red Sea, the Sadana Island
shipwreck provides a large and diverse collection of well dated artifacts of the mid- 18th
century, decades significant as the Ottomans reasserted their control of the Red Sea.

Chinese export porcelain of the Qing Dynasty’s Kangxi period had made the site
attractive to unsanctioned visitors, and it had apparently been used by a local diving center as
a laboratory for teaching underwater archaeology, Pressure on the site was increasing, and
recent finds of over 100 porcelain artifacts buried on the beach suggests that looting was fairly
large scaie. Our 1994 visit showed us that the technology used to build the ship was clearly an
undocumented tradition, unlike Mediterranean, European, or "Arab" (i.e., a dhow) construction
techniques, and therefore important in understanding cultural contact and exchange.

The Site

The Sadana Istand shipwreck lies in 28-40 meters of water at the sandy base of a coral
reef about 15 kilometers north of Safaga. The ship sank and settled to port, parallel to the reef,
with its bow pointed inland. With time, the starboard side of the ship broke away and fell into
deep water. Today, the ship’s internal timbers lie just centimeters beneath the sand or are well
exposed. Three, 4-meter-long, grapnel anchors mark the bow, and the port frames can be traced
along the 50 x 20 meter area (Fig. 1).

After two excavation seasons, the ship seems empty. Large storage jars once clustered
in the middle of the site and porcelain and copper objects spread along the central axis have been
removed, and the site’s major (eature is the largest artifact, the ship itself. Although more than
2,000 astifacts are now under conservation in the Alexandria Laboratory for the Conservation
of Submerged Antiquities, a joint project of the SCA and INA-Egypt, we suspect that much of
the original cargo was lost to natural processes in the sea. Foodstuffs, lextiles or even pilgrims
returning from Mecca may once have been carried on the Sadana Island ship.

Scientific archaeological excavation techniques are applied to the site in order to retrieve
as much contextual information as possible about all classes of artifacts, Measurements taken
on the bottom are converted into three-dimensional plans so that we can learn about the ship’s
final voyage and the people who sailed this immense ship.

1 C. Haldane, "INA-Egypt's Red Sea Survey," Institute of Nautical Archaeology Quarterly,
Vol. 21, No. 3, 4-9,

3 C. Haldane, "Sadana Island Shipwreck, Egypt: Preliminary Report," IJNA, Vol. 25, No.
2, 83-94.
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Murad Bey had no intention of keeping this agreement. In remarkably similar language,
both al-Khashshab and al-Jabarti note that the agreement brought calm for about one month only.
"Then everything which was mentioned returned and even more," lamented al-Jabarti,®®
According to al-Jabarti, Murad then descended upon Damiette to impose a new range of heavy
taxes.??

For good reason, al-Khashshab remains a little known and unappreciated historian, but
al-Jabarti has a well-deserved positive reputation for his extensive and generally accurate use of
official documents to which he had access through his association with the diwans of the
governors and the beys. He sometimes reports the full text of firmans, reveals the stipulations
of wagfiyyat, and recounts the contents of agreements such as the one reported here, but often,
for the sake of brevity, he synopsizes or reports only half of documents, as he did in this case.
In this case both historians capture the essence of the agreement and recount the most important
stipulations of the written document, but al-Jabarti’s account is more coherent and informing;
al-Khashshab does not date the agreement, even to a particular year, and appears imprecise with
his information. Because neither rcports the entire agreement, neither offers a complete
understanding of the incident or the wide range of grievances against the ruling beys. Whenever
possible, therefore, it is wise to compare these contemporary chronicles with the original
documentation to be found in the registers of the shari‘a courts or in the wagfiyyat preserved
in various archival collections.

B Al-Jabarti. ‘Aja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 11, 259. Compare with al-Khashshab, Khulasat ma
yurad, folios 26a-26b, "but after only about 30 days the situation returned to what it had been
before."

®  Al-Khashshab relates Murad Bey’s new impositions on the people of Damiette in the
sentence following the remark cited in footnote 24, but he places this incident in February, 1798,
three years later than what al-Jabarti implies.
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wealthy Turkish, Maghribi and Syrian merchants were also abandoning Egypt because of the
tyranny of the beys.

Al-Khashshab and al-Jabarti offer some background to the signing of this agreement,
which required three days of deliberations to complete, that is not apparent from the court
document. They explain the genesis of the crisis in the excessive demands made by Muhammad
Bey al-Alfi on the inhabitants of a village in Sharqiyya Province in which Shaykh al-Azhar
‘Abdallah al-Sharqawi held an iltizam, how various meetings were held at the house of the
Shaykh al-Sadat and Murad Bey'’s villa in Ghiza, and how the agreement was finally drawn up,
in the presence of the governor, the chief judge, Ibrahim Bey and other amirs in Ibrahim Bey's
residence. There are some slight variations in the two accounts, however. Both report that the
beys agreed to pay a sum of 750 purses spread over three payments. While al-Khashshab
indicates that this sum was only for the poor, al-Jabarti seems to imply that it was the sum
covering items 1-3 of the agreement, that is, the sums owing the poor, the pilgrimage and the
haramayn. Neither historian makes any specific reference to the reopening of al-Azhar’s soup
kitchen.

Al-Jabarti makes reference to items 1-2 (payments owing the poor and the religious
cadre, the pilgrimage expenses and the haramayn), item 4 (no new mazalim), item 5 (the
dispatch of the hqjj caravan and the sending of grains and payments to the haramayn), item 6
(no seizure of the property of the villagers), item 7 (no new impositions on the villages), and
in a very general way to those items in which the amirs promise to conduct themselves properly.
He makes no reference to items 8-14, such as Murad Bey’s promise to confine his marines to
Ghiza (on the opposite side of the Nile from Cairo, Old Cairo and Bulaq); to the bey’s promise
that taxes would not exceed those in Muhammad Bey's daftar; to the abolition of taxes on food
and beverages; to the relief of the inhabitants of the ports; to their return of the affairs, and
revenues, of the descendants of the Prophet to their nagib; to the amirs’ promise to repair the
sagiyyas of the aqueduct to the citadel; and their promise not to protect those trying to flee to
non-Muslim lands.

Al-Jabarti offers other information not contained in the document recorded in the Bab al-
‘Ali register. He notes that Murad Bey had refused to include in the agreement any reference
to the accounts of the Nile port of Bulag and that he agreed to pay the salaries of the ‘ulama’
only for the current year, refusing to pay those salaries that were in arrears.’® Al-Khashshab
mentions the same items, but in a rather vague and hurried manner. He, too, makes no
reference to items 8-14. He does, however, accurately note that the customs of Bulaq were held
out of the agreement.”’

132.
6 Al-Jabarti, ‘Aja’‘ib al-Athar, Vol. 11, 258-259.

2 Al-Khashshab, Khulasat ma yurad, folio 26a.
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Item 10 abolished the new taxes in the ports and on imported goods and foodstuffs.?
The tyrannies against the merchants and artisans of Egypt’s Mediterranean ports had reached
such an extent that many inhabitants had abandoned these towns.?® The French remarked that
these towns had lost half their populations, not as much to the plagues and droughts that struck
in the mid-1780s and early 1790s as to the tyranny Murad Bey imposed on them. Damiette and
Rosette, both of which had grown to equal or exceed the population of Alexandria, were reduced
by half. The rich agricultural lands surrounding these Nile-side ports were abandoned and
uncultivated. Damiette was said to be in ruins and Alexandria, which was reduced to perhaps
8,000 inhabitants on the eve of the French invasion, was surrounded by an expanding desert and
bedouin clans.

The beys also promised to abolish taxes on food and~bever'ages (item 11). They further
agreed not to harm the ashraf and to return the administration of their affairs to their nagib (item
12). This item speaks to the beys’ usurpation of salaries assigned to the descendants of the
Prophet in various budgets.

The beys also promised to repair the sagiyyas (item 13) that brought water to the citadel
and its surrounding area. These had been damaged years earlier in factional fighting. 1t appears
that this was an item which the governor, whose residence was in the citadel, added to the
demands for his personal benefit.

Finally, the amirs promised not to protect those trying to flee to non-Muslim territories
(item 14). This last item might be a veiled reference to some of the rich Melkite customs agents
and merchants who transferred their considerable wealth to French or Italian ports. The
powerful chief customs agent Antoine Qassis Phara‘un had set a precedent in late 1783 when
Ibrahim Bey gave him permission to undertake a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Instead, he had fled
Egypt with his immense fortune and established a trading house in Trieste.® Hundreds of less

2 Among the unauthorized taxes which the beys imposed on the merchants were those
demanded on goods coming from other Ottoman ports on which the merchants had already paid
the required taxes to the central government. In particular, the European merchants complained,
but (o no avail, of having to pay a second time on merchandise they transferred to Egypt from
other Ottoman ports. In ignoring the capitulatory rights of the Europeans and in collecting taxes
a second time the Qazdughli amirs were acting as independent rulers.

#» Many Lebanese merchants had fled from Egypt as early as 1784 to avoid Murad’s
ruinous exactions. Because of Murad’s neglect, the aqueduct to Alexandria had been cut by
bedouins, See Haus-Hof-und Staatsarchiv (Vienna), Tiirkei II, 85, folios 38-39,

# Quai d’Orsay (Paris), Memoires et Documents - Turquie, Vol. 9 (1718-1824), folio 135.
2 Daniel Crecelius, "The Attempt by the Greek Catholics to Control Egypt’s Trade with

Europe in the Second Half of the Eighteenth Century,” in Abdeljelil Temimi (ed.), La vie
sociale dans les provinces arabes a !’epoque ottomane (Zaghouan, Tunisia: 1988), Vol, 3, 121-
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in 1791.9

European sources report that Lower Egypt was devastated by Murad’s excesses. Only
a few villages were left in some of the Delta provinces and bedouins dominated the area. It was
reported that the entire area outside the walls of Alexandria was abandoned. The agricultural
lands were not cropped and bedouins controlled the area, forcing travellers between Alexandria
and Cairo to take the river route between Rosette and the capital. Even then, Nile boats had to
be armed to fight off bedouins and bandits who roamed the river banks,?

Item 8 demanded the withdrawal of the marines (ghalyunjiyya)
from Old Cairo and its environs and their confinement to Ghiza since they did so much harm
to the Muslims. This is a veiled reference to the approximately 300 Greek mercenaries whom
Murad Bey had hired to man the Nile fleet he had constructed. Jabarti noted that these marines,
who were commanded by Niqula Reis, moved around Cairo like a mamluk force.?!

Item 9 was a reiteration of item 4; it stated specifically that taxes should not exceed those
in the daflar of Muhammad Bey Abu aj-Dhahab’s raf* al-mazalim. Muhammad Bey had
consolidated the previous range of taxes imposed in excess of the mal al-miri and had churlishly
called his consolidation "abolition of the tyrannies" tax, Ilis successors, including Isma‘il Bey,
had made new and higher demands, so the ‘wlama’ insisted that the taxes be rolled back to the
levels imposed by Muhammad Bey in the mid-1770s.

' When the French forces disembarked in 1798 Ibrahim Bey and Murad Bey sent letters
to the villagers of the Delta to send men to help defend Cairo. "But," wrote al-Khashshab,
"none of the villages sent a single person because of the earlier way in which they had been
treated.” See Khulasat ma yurad. folio 28a,
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Shaykh al-Azhar ‘Abdallah al-Sharqawi, held agricultural iltizams.'s

The expedition of Ghazi Hasan Pasha of 1786-87 had forced Ibrahim Bey and Murad Bey
into temporary refuge in the Sa‘id and had caused them enormous financial losses which they
sought to recoup after reclaiming power in 1791. They withheld the traditional payments to
Istanbul and even to the haramayn. In sorne years the pilgrim caravan could not depart because
the beys had seized the monies set aside for the equipping, provisioning and defense of the
caravan. Or the beys might send the caravan but not make the necessary payments to the
bedouins along the route to guarantee safe passage, with the result that the caravan was attacked
and people lost their goods and lives. In item 5, therefore, the ‘ulama’ insisted that the beys
resume support for the pilgrimage and all things connected to it according to the traditions of
the Mamluk sultans and their predecessor amirs."”

Items 6 and 7 sought to extend protection and security to the villagers. Item 6 stated
specifically that there would be no retribution against the villages or their inhabitants, while item
7 prohibited the provincial governors (kushshaf) from continuing their destruction of villages
they administered. If item 4 sought to protect the villagers from excessive and illegally imposed
taxes, items 6 and 7 sought to put an end to the physical destruction of their villages and to offer
the fallahin security to work their lands and not fear attacks from their multazims. Murad Bey,
who was assigned the villages of Lower Egypt, had for years made such excessive demands on
the peasants that they frequently abandoned their villages or went into revolt against him and his
agents, Many of the villagers supported Ghazi Hasan Pasha’s forces upon their arrival in 1786,
trusting his promises to reduce the land tax to a low level.'

Murad Bey had not disbursed the usual funds to maintain the facilities that supported
agriculture in the Deita, hence the dykes were not repaired and channels were not periodically
cleaned, with the result that villagers did not even receive sufficient water to irrigate their lands.
Security was also neglected, which permitted the bedouins to penetrate the settled areas and to
impose their own harsh exactions on the peasants. When the villagers could not meet Murad’s
demands for taxes he ordered his agents to kill the inhabitants of certain villages as an example
to others, or to raze their villages to the ground. Murad had initiated these tyrannies prior to
Ghazi Hasan Pasha’s expedition in 1786 and had resumed this policy after returning to power

16 See Marsot, "Political and Economic Functions of the ‘Ulama," 152-154, for references
to lands held by al-Sharqawi, Abu Anwar al-Sadat, and ‘Umar Makram.

7 On the organization and expenses incurred in sending the pilgrimage, sce Michel
Tuchscherer, "Le pelerinage de I’émir Sulayman Gawis al-Qazdughli, sirdar de la caravane de
La Mekke, en 1739, " Annales islamologiques 24 (1988), 155-206; Shaw, Organization, 184-271,

8 See Daniel Crecelius, "Orders of Ghazi Hasan Pasha to the Egyptians, 1200-1201
AH/1786-1787 AD," paper delivered to the VIIth International Symposium on Ottoman Studies,
Zaghouan, Tunisia, October 18-22, 1996.
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was soon joined by Ibrahim and Murad who, according to al-Jabagti, apportioned the revenues
of the endowed village of Quwaysna between themselves so that the majority of the functions
of the religious complex were suspended within one year of the founder’s death.”

ibrahim Bey and Murad Bey were chased from Cairo in mid-1786 by Ghazi Hasan Pasha,
who seized their wealth and confined them in Upper Egypt. They returned to the capital after
the great plague of 1791 wiped out the regime which Hasan Pasha had left in place in Cairo
when he departed in late 1787 and were intent upon recovering the massive losses they had
sustained. Certain that the Ottoman central government could not assemble the financial and
human resources to send a second expedition, Ibrahim and Murad imposed an unrestrained
tyranny on all segments of Egyptian society and ignored most of Egypt’s obligations to the
empire. The agreement of 1795 was born out of the protests by the ‘ulama’ against the broad
range of abuses the populace suffered at the hands of the beys.

The agreement of 15 July 1795 had fourteen stipulations; each addressed a particular
gricvance the ‘wlama’, speaking for themsclves or representing the general population, hfid
against the amirs." In sum, they reveal the broad range of religious assets which the amirs
had diverted from their religious purposes.

In items 1-3 the beys agreed to pay the salaries (jawamik) owed to Muslims from the mal
al-miri, to distribute the food allowance (jaraya) to those who deserved it, and to resume soup
distribution from al-Azhar’s wagf.,'* The third item demonstrates to what extent the beys had

interferred with the awgaf of the religious institutions, particularly the sizable income of al-
Azhar, the center of Islamic instruction in Egypt.

In item 4 the beys agreed not to impose any new illegal (nazalim) taxes on the populace,
This was of course the heart of the peoples’ protests, for the Qazdughli amirs had for decades
decreed new and excessive taxes on all segments of the population. Many of the new taxes
demanded of the peasants and multazims affected the ‘wlama’ directly, for many, including

B Al-Jabarti, ‘dja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 1, 419.

' Witnesses to the agreement were the muftis, the Shaykh al-Wafa’iyya and the Shaykh al-
Bakri, the shaykhs of the riwags of al-Azhar, the amirs Ibrahim Bey, Murad Bey and Ayyub Bey
the daftardar, and the ikhtiyariyya of the seven regiments.

'S For examples of the various sums set aside for the ‘ulama’, religious institutions, and the
pilgrimage from the general budget, see Stanford J. Shaw, The Budget of Ottoman Egypt, 1005-
1006/1596-1597 (The Hague-Paris: Mouton, 1968), 122; 154-168; 202-203. See also Shaw, The

Financial and Administrative Organization and Development of Ottoman Egypt: 1517-1798
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1962), 184-271.
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shaykh al-balad at that time. Yusuf Bey, who had become supervisor (nazir) of his master’s
waqf, also withhheld the allowance for garments and daily food for the students of the complex
which Muhammad Bey had erected only a year before his death.’ Isma‘il Bey also tried to calm
that situation by promising the ‘wlama’ that the allowances for garments and food would be
distributed. Jabarti remarks that parts of the agreement were met, but that the rest were never
carried out.'® Following Yusuf Bey’s murder in 1777 and the flight of Isma‘il Bey from Cairo
that same year, Ibrahim Bey became supervisor of al-Azhar’s numerous awgaf. The ‘wlama’
resented the interference of the amirs in their affairs, and frequently had to protest the non-
payment by the amirs of the grains, stipends, and expenses for their salaries and the upkeep of
their institutions.

In the next two decades Ibrahim Bey and Murad Bey initiated policies that undermined
Egypt’s rich agricultural base, bankrupted the merchant communities, alienated both Christians
and Muslims, enfeebled Ottoman institutions in Egypt, and provoked two military expeditions
against the beys, In their sweeping search for revenues the beys did not overlook the
considerable wealth of the religious communities, whether dhinuni or Muslim. The income of
awqaf was seized, disbursements for the upkeep of institutions, salaries for teachers in madrasas,
imams, khatibs and other personnel of the mosques, and allowances for the students were not
paid by the amirs who usurped their monies and grains. The agricultural produce of rizga lands
was also taken by the beys. The fate of the generous wagqf created by Muhammad Bey Abu al-
Dhahab in 1774 in favor of his mosque-mmadrasa-takiyya can illustrate what the religious
establishiment endured at the hands of Muhammad Bey’s mamluks and can serve as background
to the detailed agreement signed between the beys and the ‘ulama’ in 1795."

In 1774 Muhammad Bey, then the shaykh al-balad, had endowed a large complex for
worship and study, This complex included a takiyya to house students; a library supported the
classes offered in the mosque-madrasa by a distinguished faculty. The ‘wlama’, students and
service personnel of this complex were given generous allowances for food and clothing in
addition to their daily stipends. But hardly had the body of Muhammad Bey been laid to rest
in a corper of his mosque than his mamluks began to seize the assets of his large wagf. The
assault was led by Yusuf Bey, who claimed the supervision of his master’s endowment,'? but

. ® The daily stipends for shaykhs, readers and students of Muhammad Bey's madrasa alone
were 2,510 nisf fiddas daily and 2860 ardabbs of wheat annually. See Daniel Crecelius, "The
Wagqfiyah of Muhammad Bey Abu al-Dhahab: 1," Journal of the American Research Center in
Egypt XV (1978), 85-105; "I1," XVI (1979), 125-146.

10 Al-Jabarti, ‘4ja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 1I, 12.

' Daniel Crecelius, "The Wagf of Muhammad Bey Abu al-Dhahab in Historical
Perspective," International Journal of Middle East Studies 23 (February, 1991), 89-102,

2 See Shari‘a Court Archives (Cairo), Taqarir al-Nazar series, 16, 40, 9 (2 Jumada Akhir
1191 AH/8 July 1777 AD).
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Azbakiyya Pond to show its anger with the beys and support for the ‘wlama’, inducing Tbrahim
Bey, who could see the crowd from his own nearby residence on the pond, to try to defuse
another crisis provoked by his kushdash Murad Bey. He sent Ayyub Bey the daftardar to speak
with the leaders of the protest demonstration, but when Ayyub Bey tried to defend the levy of
excessive taxes the ‘wlama’ rebuked him, saying, "An amir is an amir by giving, not by
taking."* The dispute ended the next day when Ibrahim Bey assembled in his residence the
leading ‘wlama’ and sufi shaykhs, the governor, the gadi ‘askar, and the ikhtiyariyya of the
Ottoman regiments to find a solution to the crisis An agreement was eventually drawn up and
sent to Murad Bey, who signed it after Ibrahim Bey warned his kushdash that he would stand
with the people in this dispute.* This agreement was described in some detail by al-Khashshab
and al-Jabarti; the latter frequently reported the contents of written documents brought before
the councils of the governors or the beys. The full text of this agreement has been found in a
tegister of the Bab al-* Ali court, permitting us not only to understand the complete nature of _the
dispute between the ‘nlama’ and the mamjuk beys, but also to test the veracity of the reporting
of this agreement by al-Khashshab and al-Jabarti.®

Popular protests led by the ‘ulama’, negotiations between the ‘ulama’ and the beys, and
written agreements between the two groups had become frequent in the tumultuous years
following the death of Muhammad Bey Abu al-Dhahab in 1775, for his successors unleashed a
harsh tyranny on Egypt that ultimately provoked military expeditions by the Ottomans in 1786
and by the French in 1758. The demand for excessive taxes and the withholding of payments
for salaries, services and the activities of the religious institutions provoked frequent popular
protests; these disputes were usually mediated by the higher ‘wlama’’ In mid-1777, for
instance, the Amir Yusuf Bey, a mamluk of the deceased Muhammad Bey Abu al-Dhahab, had
involved himself in a dispute with the Maghribi students over a house they had inherited in
waqf.® His interference in the affairs of the well organized and numerous Maghribi community
provoked a serious riot in the Azhar district which had to be mediated by Isma‘il Bey, the

4 Al-Jabarti, ‘dja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 11, 258.

¥ Very slight differences exist between the accounts of al-Jabarti and al-Khashshab, Al-
Khashshab, for instance, makes no reference to the year of the crisis, placing it between the
plague of 1791 and the arrival of Napoleon in 1798. It is obvious that one writer relied on the
account of the other, for the two accounts are essentially the same.

& See Dar al-Watha’iq al-Qawmiyya (Cairo), Mahkamat al-Bab al-*Ali, Sijill 318, page 1,

item 1 (27 Dhu al-Hijja 1209/15 July 1795). See the appendix for the full text of this
agreement.

7 See Afaf Lutfi al-Sayyid Marsot, "The Political and Economic Functions of the ‘Ulama

in the 18th Century,” Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient 16 (1973), 130-
154,

8 See al-Jabarti, ‘4ja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 11, 11-12.



An Agreement between the ‘Ulama’ and the Mamluk Amirs in 1795:
A Test of the Accuracy of Two Contemporary Chronicles"

Daniel Crecelius Hamza ‘Abd al-*Aziz Badr
California State University, South Valley University
Los Angeles ) Sohag

The contemporary historians ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Hasan al-Jabarti* and Isma‘il al-
Khashshab® both relate a series of negotiations in 1795 surrounding a protest led by the
influential Shaykh al-Azhar ‘Abdallah al-Sharqawi against the excessive taxes that Muhammad
Bey al-Alfi, a retainer of Murad Bey, imposed on a village in the district of Bilbays, Sharqiyya
Province, in which Shaykh al-Shargawi himself held a tax farm (iltizam). Al-Alfi’s action by
itself could not have sparked the widespread protests that erupted in Cairo, which experienced
three days of popular demonstrations, including the closure of the markets surrounding al-Azhar
mosque on the periphery of the commercial zone and the holding of public meetings at al-Azhar,
On the third day a large crowd assembled around the residence of the Shaykh al-Sadat on

! This article was prepared while Dr, Crecelius held a grant from the American Research
Center in Egypt in 1996. The granting agency is not responsible for opinions expressed in this
article.

1 Al-Jabarti, the most famous Egyptian historian of the last 500 years, is justifiably
renowned for his massive history of the period 1688-1822. References are to the Bulaq edition
of his ‘dja’ib al-Athar fi al-Tarajim wa al-Akhbar of 1888 in four large volumes. The reader
camn also consult a recent English translation of this work wherein the original page numbers of
the Bulaq edition are clearly indicated. See Thomas Philipp and Moshe Perlmann (eds.), 4/-
Jabarti’s Chronicle of Egypt (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1994).

3 Isma‘il al-Khashshab (d. 1815), a shaykh, poet, and historian, was a close friend of al-
Jabarti, who included a sympathetic biography of him in ‘Aja’ib al-Athar. Al-Khashshab
composed two short works of history, Akhbar Ahl al-Qarn al-Thani ‘Ashar and Khulasat ma
yurad min Akhbar al-Amir Murad. The latter contains an account of this crisis and the
agreement that came out of the negotiations which is almost identical to the report of the
agreement found in al-Jabarti. See Khulasat ma yurad min Akhbar al-Amir Murad, annotated
and translated by Hamza ‘Abd al-*Aziz Badr and Daniel Crecelius (Cairo: Maktabat al-‘ Arabi,
1992), folios 25a-26b,
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Schematic Reconstruction of the Tannery Complex
According to its Wagqfiyya



The Tanneries at Bab al-Luq
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period, as a number of extant mosques demonstrate: al-Salih Tala'i‘ 556/1160 (No. 116),
Mahmud al-Kurdi 797/1395, Inal al-Atabiki (No. 118) 794-5/1392-93, Faraj lbn Barquq
(No. 203) 811/1408, Janibak (No. 119) 830/1426-27 and farther south Janim al-Bahlawan
(No. 129) 883/1478. All of these buildings still stand today. It was in this neighborhood
that Ridwan Bey chose to establish his residence and commercial structures.

Compared with the size of the Mamluk metropolis, Ottoman Cairo’s area did not
extend visibly before Muhammad °Ali’s reign. There was rather an adjustment in its urban
development. Some quarters such as Bulaq, the southern shores of the khalij around the
Birkat al-Fil and its western bank around the pond of Azbakiyya thrived, while others, such
as the northern outskirts with Husayniyya, Raydaniyya and Birkat al-Ratli, receded. Fustat
and the island of Rawda seem to have received little attention, as they are rarely mentioned
in wagqf documents of this period and no important building activity is recorded there. The
northern cemetery, where great religious complexes were built during the Circassian
Mamluk period, lost its appeal under the Ottomans, who were not interested in creating
funerary complexes. = The preference was obviously oriented towards the southwestern
quarters of al-Qahira.'® The road to the port of Bulaq, the major trade route of Cairo,
which used to be formerly on the same latitude as Bab al-Sha‘iriyya, along the street of
Bab al-Bahr, seems to have been deviated in the Ottoman period to a southern axis, coming
from Bab Zuwayla and passing across Bab al-Lugq. The abundance of water bodies in the
southwestern quarters of Cairo with the two canals, the Khalij Misri and the Khalij Nasiri,
and the various ponds they fed, may have played a role in this shift. One could also
interpret the shift the other way round: once the road to Syria lost its importance after the
fall of the Mamluk empire in favor of the road to Bulag, which connected Cairo to Istanbul,
and once the northern cemetery lost its meaning as royal cemetery and center of important

religious institutions, the building activity moved naturally into another direction, towards
the southwest.

In any case, the transfer of the tanneries and the slaughterhouse from the urban area of
Habbaniyya to the outskirts of Bab al-Luq indicates an increasing sense of hygiene and
urban organization during the Ottoman period.

3 A. Raymond, Le Caire (Paris, 1993), 221.
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A second bakery with a mill, a stable and a silo was situaled opposite the first, on the
eastern side of the tannery for goat hides.

A question that can not be easily answered is how the plan for this industrial complex
was conceived, whether it was sent from Istanbul or designed in Cairo. In any case the
choice of the site near a pond and near the canal shows that the designer was familiar with
Cairo’s geography and had also taken into account the necessity of a water supply in the
tannery craft.

André Raymond has observed simultaneous initiatives in several cities of the Ottoman
Empire to transfer the tanneries from the urban center to marginal areas.'” He interprets
this phenomenon as a sign of urban growth.

There is no doubt that the area southwest of Bab Zuwayla witnessed an important
building activity during the 16™ century. Shortly after the Ottoman conquest Shaykh
Ibrahim al-Kulshani built in 926-31/1519-24 a religious complex (No. 332) on Taht al-Rab‘
Street facing the mosque of al-Mu’ayyad. This street was already thriving and full of
Mamluk commercial structures so that the shaykh had problems with the acquisition of an
estate there.'" Farther to the southwest, at Habbaniyya, were the old slaughterhouse, the
tanneries and the markets for offal and for leather goods. In this neighborhood oniy the
mosque of Qadi Yahya (No. 204), built in 856/1452 and farther east that of Qusun (No.
202), built in 730/1329-30, survive from the Mamluk period.

Half a century after Kulshani built his takiyya, Iskandar Pasha established in 1567 a
religious complex with a mosque and a fakiyya, no longer extant, west of Taht al-Rab‘,
along the khalij near the bridge of Qantarat Bab al-Kharq. Its waqf deed states thal there
were ruined buildings in the area that had to be demolished.” In 1025/1616, the Egyptian
Shaykh al-Burdayni built his own small mosque (No. 201) ncar the mosque of ‘Uthman
Agha and Malika Safiyya. On the west side of Habbaniyya along the khalij shore Yusuf
Agha al-Hin built another mosque (No. 196) in 1035/1625, and in 1164/1750 the takiyya of
Sultan Mahmud (No. 308) was erected.

The area southeast of Bab Zuwayla, however, was already densely built in the Mamluk

10 A. Raymond, "Le Déplacement des tanneries & Alep, au Caire et 2 Tunis & 1’Epoque
Ottomane: Un ‘Indicateur’ de Croissance Urbaine," Revue d’Histoire Maghrébine, No. 7-8
(1977, 192-200.

""" On this building and the topography of the area, see D. Behrens-Abouseif, "The
Takiyyat Ibrahim al-Kulshani in Cairo," Mugarnas V (1988), 34-60.

2 G. Winkelhane and K Schwarz, Der Osmanische Statthalter Iskender Pascha (gest.
1571) und seine Stiftungen in Agypten und amn Bosphorus (Bamberg, 1985), 142,
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The project planned by ‘Uthman Agha and Dawud Agha took place in two different
areas: Dawudiyya and Bab al-Luq. The building of the tanneries at the outskirts of Bab
al-Luq is of particular interest because it is more than just a tannery building; it is rather a
whole industrial complex, including a slaughterhouse, dwellings and shops, designed
according to one global plan. The advantage of the new location was its proximity to the
Khalij Nasiri and the Birkat al-Luq, later called Birkat al-Dam, which allowed an easy
drainage of the waste water of the tanneries, Water was vital for such an industry, as the
presence of 12 wells in the tannery complex shows; ten were in the northern building, one
in the southern and one in the slaughterhouse.

The description of the complex in the court register is so detailed that it allows a fairly
faithful reconstruction. Its location can also be established on the map of the Description de
U’Egypte (M/14), in the area occupied today by the Ministry of Awgqaf.

On both sides of the street leading from Bab Zuwayla to Bulag, across the Khalij Misri,
towards the Khalij Nasiri facing the bridge of Qantarat Qudadar across the latter, along an
east-west axis, two tanneries were erected facing each other symmetrically. Each building
had a facade with 15 shops surmounted by a rab‘ of 16 apartments. Both buildings had an
entrance leading to a courtyard. The courtyard of the northern building included the
tannery of goat hides and was surrounded by 46 doors leading to the workshops, a mill, and
a stable. The courtyard included ten wells, cisterns and drain pits.

The southern building, which was a tannery for cow hides, was smaller than the first,

its courtyard being surrounded by only 19 doors leading to the workshops and to a stable; it
also included a mill and a well.

Farther west, bridging the street, and overlooking the Khalij Nasiri was a small building
consisting of two shops and five stores surmounted by a coffee shop overlooking the Khalij

Nasiri. The building included a passage leading from the street to the shore of the Khalij
Nasiri.

East of the tannery for cow hides was a wakala consisting of nine stores at the ground
level surmounted by a rab’ of eight apartments. The wakala had a courtyard surrounded by
twelve stores surmounted by four apartments.

On the eastern side of the wakala were a bakery and a shop adjoining the mosque of

Jami® Jarkas located farther east (D.E.: M/15). This mosque exists today near the Ministry
of Awqaf. I was not able to find its foundation date.

Adjoining the wakala on its northern side was the slaughterhouse which did not
overlook the street, but could be reached from an entry way near the bakery. It included a
courtyard with a well which also supplied the ablution fountain of the Jarkas mosque. The

slaughterhouse was surrounded by fields and overlooked the pond of Bab al-Luq, later
known as Birkat al-Dam.
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‘Umarshah, on the southwestern side of Birkat al-Fil (Description de I'Egypte, henceforth
D.E.: S,T/11) and included several estates described in the deed as being in a very
dilapidated and unusable state. He pulled down the ruined buildings and erected instead
dwellings of the rab* type, a coffee house and a large, luxurious residence with several horse
stables. His own residence is mentioned as being in the Qusun quarter (D.E.: X/3), which is
close to the old tanneries and the later Dawudiyya. In this quarter too, Dawud Agha
acquired a number of estates where he erected a new mansion and a stable. He endowed
these estates upon himself; at his death the wagf was to be used for charitable purposes.

One month later, in July 1601 his master ‘Uthman Agha, while in Istanbul, endowed the
entire tannery complex acquired for him by Dawud Agha and for a mosque to be built in
Cairo to which a mausoleum for himself was to be adjoined. The wagf also included
donations for Mecca and Medina and for the mausoleun of Bilal built by ‘Uthman Agha in
Damascus. Habbaniyya was thus to be upgraded with the elimination of the tanneries and
their replacement by a new mosque with a mausoleum, adjoining elegant dwellings (D.E.;
0,P/8). The mosque had not yet been built at the time when the deed was written. It was
built later in 1019/1610 and is known today by the name of Malika Safiyya (Monument No.
200).

‘Uthman Agha’s buildings in Cairo, especially the mausoleum, implied that he planned
to retire in Egypt, The residence erected by his deputy Dawud Agha west of Birkat al-Fil
could have been intended for him, But ‘Uthman Agha never came to Egypt; he was killed in
January 1603 during an uprising against the imperial harem in Istanbul. At that time the
Ottoman sultan was Muhammad (Mehmet) III, son of Murad II from his Venitian wife
Safiyya, the powerful Ottoman first lady. After her husband’s death in January 1595
Safiyya became extremely powerful and exercised great influence on Ottoman politics during
the reign of her son Muhammad III. In March 1603 Safiyya brought a case to court in order
to invalidate ‘Uthman’s endowment, with the argument that he had not been entitled to make
a wagf as he was a slave and had not been manumitted.®

This was two months after the eunuch’s death and almost two years after he had
registered his own waqf. ‘Uthman Agha's agent could not win the case for his deceased
master, as his testimony stood against that of the first lady. Safiyya, having appropriated
the estates of this wagqf, reendowed them for the same purpose, but in her own name,
without the mausoleum which ‘Uthman Agha had planned for himself. [t was perhaps
higher justice that Safiyya was banished from the Topkapi Palace by her grandson Ahmad I
who also ordered the work at her own mosque, the Yeni Jami in Istanbul, to be stopped, so
that she died before seeing its completion!’

& J.A. Williams, "The Monuments of Ottoman Cairo,” Colloque international su
I’Histoire du Caire (27 Mars-5 Avril 1969), Cairo, n.d., 453-464.

% G. Goodwin, A History of Ottoman Architecture (London: 1987), 340.
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Bey, the famous amir al-hajj, upgraded the quarter around his palace, whicp.he hin?se_lf did
not create, but which rather had a long Mamluk, and even pre-Mam!uk, tradlt:hon. Similarly,
the quarter of Tabbana, upgraded by Ibrahim Agha Mustahfizan lzn the 17" century, ha.d
existed as a Mamluk residential area since the late 13® century. ‘Utl}man Katkhuda's
buildings at Azbakiyya were also but an expansion of Azbak’s foundation south of the
Azbakiyya pond.’

There is, however, one quarter in Cairo, that has not so far received much a.ttcntion, and
which differs from the above mentioned neighborhood initiatives of the local aristocracy. It
is the quarter of Dawudiyya established by members of the Ottoman courg;‘. the toponym
Dawudiyya refers to Dawud Agha. The quarter was founded in fact as a joint-venture by
‘Uthman Agha and his deputy Dawud Agha, both of whom had been black eu‘nuchs at the
Sultan’s palace in Istanbul. ‘Uthman Agha was the chief eunuch of Dar al-Sa a'da and the
supervisor of the awgaf of the Ottoman sultans. Dawud Agha was the supervisor of the
Dashisha awqaf, which were constituted by Sultan Qaytbay for the Haramayn and later
enlarged by Ottoman sultans. It is known that the black eunuchs who were in charge of the
Haramayn endowments often came to retire in Cairo.’ These did not belong of course to the
local aristocracy, but were rather resident Ottomans.

In March 1600 (1008 AH) Dawud Agha received from the Sultan the permission to buy
the old slaughterhouse at Habbaniyya and to build a mosque in its place. At the same time
he bought land in the western outskirt near the pond of Bab al-Lug to build a new
slaughter-house and a tannery complex. Dawud Agha made these transactions in the name
and on behalf of ‘Uthman Agha.®

One year later, in June 1601 (1009 AH), Dawud Agha registered new acquisitions at the
court, this time in his own name.” These were located in a quarter called Qantarat

* A. Raymond, "Les Grands Waqfs et 1'Organisation de I’Espace Urbain & Alep et au
Caire 3 I’Epoque Ottomane," Bulletin d'Etudes Orientales XXX1 (1979), 113-128.

? D. Behrens-Abouseif, Azbakiyya and its Environs from Azbak to Isma'il (Cairo: IFAO,
1985), 55ff.

* A brief reference to this foundation is in my Egypt’s Adjustment, 172.

*  On the imperial black eunuchs in Cairo, see Jane Hathaway, The Politics of
Households in Ottoman Egypt (Cambridge, England: 1997), 139-164, and "The Role of the

Kizlar Agasi in Seventeenth-Eighteenth Century Ottoman Egypt," Studia Islamica 75 (1992),
141-158.

% Dar al-Watha'iq (Cairo), Mahkamat al-Bab al-‘Ali, No. 73, Sha‘ban 1008 AH.

? Dar al-Watha’iq (Cairo), Mahkamat al-Bab al-‘Ali, No. 361, Dhu ’I-Hijja 1009 AH.
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Until the reign of Muhammad ‘Ali the foundation of new quarters in Ottoman Cairo was
a matter of private initiative rather than a government concern. Unlike Aleppo, Damascus or
Tunis whose Ottoman governors initiated projects to promote or intensify urban activities, in
Cairo there was no such policy. The governors were more interested in maintaining existing
structures than in undertaking new projects.

Urban projects were rather due to the initiative of the local military aristocracy, whose
growing power and wealth stimuiated them to upgrade and refine their urban environment,
i.e., the quarters where they lived with their households. By aristocracy I do not mean a
specific group, but in general the mamluks and officers of the ojaks, who were settled
permanently or semi-permanently in Cairo.

The governors established, however, important waqfs for religious and charitable
institutions during the 16" and 17" centuries; these institutions were financed by commercial
structures to serve the exchange of commodities between Egypt and Turkey. These estates
included in these waqfs, however, were mostly scattered over the entire city rather than
concentrated in one quarter, as was the case with the Ottoman foundations in Istanbul. The
aristocracy did not begin to make important wagfs in Cairo before the 17" century. Their
size and importance increased throughout the 17™ and 18" centuries while the power of the
governors as well as their control over the resources of the Egyptian province was declining,

The rarity of Cairene toponyms originating in the Ottoman period shows that urban
projects were not pioneer projects opening up new areas, but that they rather were built
within the confines of the pre-existing Mamluk city. Even when the military aristocracy
emerged as sponsor of urban projects, its interest was oriented towards well established
quarters. ‘Abdin is one of the exceptional toponyms which originated under Ottoman rule.
‘Abdin Bey was an amir al-hajj who in the 1630°s built a new quarter on the western
outskirt of the city, which included a mosque, dwellings and commercial structures.!

The Qasabat Ridwan, also constructed in the 17th century, is a different case, Ridwan

! The subject of neighborhood upgrading has been discussed in my book Egypt’s
Adjustment to Ottoman Rule, Institutions, Wagqf and-Architecture (Leiden, Kéln, New York,
1995), 165ff.
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