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THURSDAY: JAN. 17,1991 02:30 AM

I did not sleep this night: I was writing a letter while listening to the B.B.C.
At 02:30 AM the radio announcer cut the normal program and said that Bagh-
dad is being hit right now by the allied forces. I woke up my family and made
few telephone calls to my relatives and friends to tell them about the news. One
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of my cousins whom I woke up the first time went back to sleep because he
thought I was joking and I usually I joke with him a lot. I called him again and
put the phone speaker on hte radio to make him listen to the sounds of explo-
sions happening in Baghdad; he finally woke up and believed me.

At 04:00 AM, I heard bombs nearby, then we heard the noisy air defence
systems shooting at the fighters we saw red dots which are clashin the sky. It
continued for about 15-20 minutes; At this time my family was preparing
them-selves to go to a nearby homemade shelter.

At 01:00 AM I tuned the radio station on Iraq their news did not mention
anything about the bombardment of Baghdad bots of people gathered at this
palce shelter. Men stayed out side the shelter discussing the news and this at-
tack. At 15:00 PM, we heard bombs somewhere west of Jahra; and there is a
military camp downthere. Air defence systems were replying the bombs.

FRIDAY: JAN. 18, 1991

During the day we went to the Friday prayers. We could hear discontinues
bombings here and there, but they were far from where we live.

At 20:00 PM, we were discussing the war with friends and some peole I
don't know, when we heard the fighers (actually the bombs) hitting everywhere
around us. It became a red skies for few seconds. We couldn't see or hear the
fighters, but the bombs were very close to us and the Iraqi air defence systems
were deafening. We knew later (next day from the news) that it was French at-
tack on some bases north of Kuwait city (30 KM north which is im my city
Jahra). The news said that there were 12 French Jaguar fighters which hit these
places.

The bombardments on those bases continued that night until 03:00 AM
when a fighter hit a military camp near to us and we didn't hear and answer
back from that base (the Iragis), we thought that the camp has been destroyed
since we saw smoke coming out of it earlier that night.

SATURDAY: JAN. 19, 1991

Before I explain what happend today, I should have written about our life
the last two days:

SAFETY:

I think we (Jahra inhabitants) are living in a very dangerous area. This city is
surrounded by military camps in every direction. These camps are here before
the Iraqis came here. Beside these camps, the Iraqi army is surrounding us, es-
pecially at the heights of Melta'a which is about 5 km. north of Jahra. Also,
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some buildings were evacuated from its inhabitants and these buildings were
supplied with Iraqi air defence equipment.

FOOD SUPPLIES:

There is no food nowadays except what people have saved before Jan. 15th.
Nobody, or at least most of us, didn't think there will be a war broken up here.
We thought that somehow the crisis will be solved peacefully, therefore, most
people didn't save food or some people don't have money to buy it in the first
place, since almost nobody is working.

DRIVING CARS:

Before Jan. 15th, we drove our cars everywhere in Kuwait. Cars with the
"new" Irai plates have the priorities in gas supplies, check points. As of me, I
didn't replace my plates, therefore, I couldn't get gas from gas stations, but [
could get gas from friends and neighbours who have cars with Iraqi plates.
Anyway, Kuwaiti plated cars could be driven anywhere in Kuwait, but after the
war our cars would be confiscated by the Iraqi police in the streets.

HOSPITALS:

Hospitals are still opened, but who could go there anyway?. I don't think
that anyone goes there unless he/she is really dying, we don't go to hospitals
because there is no medicine.

PUBLIC SERVICE:

Water, electrecity, and telephone are working but none of them is dependa-
ble; I bought enough supplies of matches and candles from August 3rd, 1990. I
also bought enough supplies of kerosene which is used in heating. Telephones
became very important tool since we could not go easily to see our friends. The
bread factory is still opened too; but it is very hard to go and get the bread be-
cause we couldn't drive our cars. I should have mentioned earlier that people
here have shortages in sugar, flour and cigarettes. As of me, I have enough sup-
ply of food for about two months. My cigarettes will be finished in about 3
weeks. I hope that the war will be over earlier.

SATURDAY: JAN. 19, 1991

in the first two days of war, most of the action took place at night, but today
we were bombarded at 11:00 AM. And since all of us spend the day time in our
homes and at night, women and children would go to the shelter, but when the
attack was taken at daytime it was very frightening for women and children.
The attack was taken at the same places that have been hit last night. We heard
the air defence system, which is close to us answering very loud. I think it is a
new one, because the one that was here last night has been definitely hit. At
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night, it continued very heavy allover. We could hear the bombings and air de-
fences around us and from every direction. By the way, we were never afraid
of being hit by chemical weapons or nuclear weapons. Our safety plans for this
kind of weapons is to watch birds and the tree leaves dying and of so, then we
would know there has been chemicals around us. My family prepared towels to
dampen them with water and cover our faces with them. This is our safety
preparation for chemicals. Anyway, we ARE NOT AFRAID OF CHEMI-
CALS.

SUNDAY: JAN. 20, 1991

We woke up today on the sound of bombings. Children formed fliers today.
These fliers are designed to brake up the Iraqi soldiers psychologically. I found
one of them which contains Arabic Writing telling the Iragi army to leave the
camps and to save themselves. I think that the allies want to defect the Iraqis in
Kuwait by this way, but I don't think this tactics will be largely successful. At
11:00 AM, we had a raid by jet fighters, the bombs were very close and noisy.

There is nothing heard around us during the rest of the day, but we could
hear some action faraway coming from the west side of us. At night I slept ear-
ly because I was very tired from not having enough sleep during the days be-
fore. The next day, I was told that there were 3 heavy sounds but they were
very far from us. I know they are far because they didn't wake me up.

MONDAY: JAN. 21, 1991

It was the quietest day so far. Today we worked on our bunkers, we made
some more openings and cleaning. At night we had 3 raids from the allies; the
first one was at 08:20 PM; it was very close; we could hear the bombing of the
near targets. The next one was at about 11:25 PM it was the heaviest raid since
the war began. it was also the first time that we could hear the sound of the
fighters. The darkness became very lighted for minutes. The third attack was at
about 02:15 AM; the bombs woke me from my sleep, it was also noisy and
close. (Today, we knew that 10 of our relatives died because of an air to sur-
face rocket). They are shehperds and living in tents in the Kuwaiti desert. We
told them before that they should come down to the city but they refused. 13
more people were injured in this accident and they were taken by Iragi army to
a hospital in Basra. One of them died before he got to the hospital.

TUESDAY: JAN. 22, 1991
Today I shaved for the first time since the war broken up. At 02:00 PM I
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went to Kuwait city and Hawalli to look for cookies and candies and batteries. I
didn't find batteries. I noticed that the prices have been quardrupled in 2 or 3
days. A 50 kg. rice sack, for example, costs 300.00 Iraqi Dinars; Marlboro cig-
arettes (10 packs) costed 120.00 Iraqi Dinars. On the road we crossed lot of
check points which are much more than usual. I also noticed more bunkers in-
side the inhabited areas. I should also mention that driving over bridges is pro-
hibited few days before Jan, 15th, because the Iragies have installed air defence
equipment over all bridges. At night around 09:00 PM while we were listening
to the B.B.C. news, we heard few bombings but they were very far and we
couldn't know where they are coming from or going to! I went to sleep around
01:00 AM. T couldn't have conscious sleep because of the sound of the bombs
and the near air defence systems.

WEDNESDAY: JAN. 23, 1991

Today, my neighbour went to Shuwaikh Port where usually the market cen-
ter is located. He found rice, cooking oil and cookies. The prices were very
high too. At the afternoon, I went near the military camp; looking for
"Anything" or some findings. A friend of mine and I found few more fliers like
the ones we found a couple days ago. While we were walking back to our
homes one jet fighter came to the camp. It was very close and noisy from both
sides and we ran very hard to our houses. Also, we heard today that gas will be
cut for few days and it would be regulated later. I didn't care much about that
since I can't drive my car any way. Water is cut too since last night. My house
has a half full tank of water. We will bring water from the houses near us
whose owners left to Saudi Arabia long time ago. About 07:15 PM, we had a
raid on "our” camp. The sound of the air defence machines was very noisy and
deafening. The raid continued for about 7- 10 minutes. My room was shaking. I
took some pictures of the raids and recoreded the sound too.

THURSDAY: JAN. 24, 1991

I woke up today at 11:00 AM, last night I slept late because I was reading. I
was told that the Co-operative Society Super Markets are opened today. This is
the first time they are opened since Jan. 17th. It was too late to go there. I want-
ed to buy dipers for my neice. At 03:15 PM, I saw 5 jet fighters. They were
very close. They came from the north west, at first when they hit a camp there
then they came to the one near us. We saw hills of fire coming out of the camp
near the east gate. Smoke came out later. We should have expected this raid
since the skies were very clear. It is the clearest day since Jan. 17th. I was not
at my house when this raid occurred, but during the raid I called my family and
they told they are fine. I think that tonight it will be a hell fire down here be-
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cause it is very clear and most of the attack occurs at night. Many friends of
mine saw exactly what happend in the camp this afternoon. One of my friends
saw 3 jets coming from the north- west direction. He was on the roof trying to
get water from his neighbour's tank when the fighters came over his head. He
said that saw a volcano eruption on the east side of the camp then he saw
smoke rising from the west side. he felt he was falling from the foof. It was red
sand and then smoke coming out of there. Another friend was in Khitan district
which is about 30 miles away from us. He said that he saw the smoke too. He
thought that Jahra city was being destroyed. He said all people in Khitan were
on there house roofs, looking toward Jahra's explosion. On his way back to
Jahra he came by the camp. He said that he saw the whole eastern gate of the
camp was destroyed. A nearby check point was destroyed too. At night, it was
clear skies early but around 11:30 PM, it was raining and cloudy. Nothing hap-
pend near us tonight. I had a good night sleep.

FRIDAY: JAN. 25, 1991

a friend of mine called me around 10:30 PM, he told me that he was going
to Shuwaikh Port to buy vegetables and other stuff. I went with other 2 friends
with him. We came by the accident that took place yesterday. It was not as bad
as I thought it would be. I didn't find the check point being destroyed as I was
told. Actually; there was a hole in the express way (about 2 meters in diame-
ter), the asphalt on the express way was destroyed. We had to drive over the
curb to pass. Also, there were 3 medium holes in the camps walls. Also, win-
dows of the houses facing the camp were broken from the sound. Anyway, we
arrived at Shuwaikh Port; it was too late to buy anything, everything, especially
vegetables were bought. We came home empty handed. I forgot to mention
early today that in the morning the rain that occurred last night was black rain.
All cars in my neighbourhood were covered in black from the rain. It is said
that rain was mixed with smoke from the burning of the oil fields of Wafra.
Anyway, at night about 06:10 PM, we had a raid on two locations were I know
of by the same jet fighters. The first one was on the north- west direction,
where there is a military camp. Few seconds later, the jets came to the camp
that's near us. As usual, buildings were shaking and air defence systems were
heard from every direction. Although I am not an expert in war tactics, I ob-
served that most of the time of these raids, the air defence systems (the Iraqis')
answer the jets back after they are hit and that means - I think - that these de-
fences have no Radars or "warnings" that the fighters are coming and that is
why we hear the sounds of the air defence systems late and in every direction.
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enidiers came and de- We knew the Americans were out
e in the to save Kuwait and defend Saudi
0 Wa krs

ww

Sunday, August 19, 1830

THE PERSIAN GULF CRISIS

|
s suffering, moments of panic}

Associated Press
. Stephanie McGehes, left, of Leucadia and Kathy McGregor of
ts England give a thumbs-up sign in Bahrain after escaping
. from Kuwait. McGregor holds their dog, Woggie.

w Iraqis might harm the peo-  radio. Practicaily cut off from the

vho are stili there, world, we wanted to know what was
7: We moved to the SAS  poing on in Kuwait
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